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Conments on the Water Rights Application - Fish Creek - Hyder.

Fish Creek, a tributary to the Salmon River near Hyder, produces the largest
chum salmon in Alaska and perhaps the world. I am not aware of any stock of
chum salmon in the world as large as Fish Creek chums. Not only are these
fish large in size but this stock has been a consistantly good producer and
has sustained a viable commercial fishery in Portland Canal and else where.
Based on 10 years of periodic observations between 1956 and 1974, the mean -
yearly escapement is about 29,000 chum salmon (See Table 1. MRF-111, Auke Bay
Laboratory, by Helle, Swanson, and Blankenbeckler). The mean escapement
between 1975 and 1981 was 11,800 chum salmon. The escapements in 1978 and L
1981 were quite low (about 3500 fish in 1978 and 4500 in 1981), so this stock:
needs special conservation measures to maximize escapements next year and at .-
least again in 1985, k

You are aware of the multi-agency efforts during the early 1970's to build
dikes to protect Fish Creek from the sudden emptying of ice-dammed Sumit Lake.
These efforts were highly successful in protecting Fish Creek from the floods.

I have been doing research on the age and size at maturity, abundance, and
intragravel temperature requirements for development of Fish Creek chums since
1972. I have personally been there at least once each year since 1972.

Although I have not taken flow measurements at Fish Creek I worked on a stream
for twenty years that had an average flow of 30 cfs (Olsen Creek, Prince Willia
Sound). Based on this background I have seen low flows at Fish Creek during
the spawning season of less than 30 cfs several times.

Removing 25 cfs during April through December and 15 cfs during January ﬂ}rough
March would take nearly all of the flow of Fish Creek during critical periods
during average to low flows.

I recommend that you object to this epplication in the strongest terms.

Enclosures to all:
Reports on Fish Creek
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