Trip Summary

ADF&G, Division of Sportfish

Project Name:
FAL13
  Number of field trips completed under project: 1
Location: Ford Arm Lake
Dates and duration of field trip(s):  July 23 – July 30, 2003
Personnel: (List crew members present for each trip)

Jeff Nichols, Toby Nichols, and Kathy Smikrud

Project Objectives: (List or describe the objectives of the field trip as discussed before leaving for the field)

1) Conduct stream habitat surveys quantifying and qualifying the habitat through characterization of channel types, counting LWD, macro pools and riparian vegetation associated with distinct reaches.

2) Map all potential anadromous fish habitat and identify the stream features which assist in producing a detailed and accurate hydrography of the watershed.  

Trip Summary: (In narrative form, describe how and if project objectives were met)

Stream Habitat surveys were completed in the Ford Arm Lake watershed.  Surveys were done starting at a point in the estuary at a low tide working upstream to the confluence of Ford Arm Lake.  Tributaries (both draining into the lake and those draining into the lake outlet) and side channels were all mapped to barriers/non-fish habitat.  The water level was low when mapping was being performed and as a result side channels in the outlet stream were almost dry.  It should be noted for that particular area, side channel habitat was likely underestimated as according to others working on the system (Krista Kissner) the water usually runs through these areas consistently.  

RCS Highlights: (bring attention to RCS related tasks completed; for example: # of stream crossings, # of culverts [and condition], severe road condition problems, etc)
NA

AWC Highlights: (bring attention to AWC issues; for example: total # of anadromous streams encountered, # of new anadromous streams which need to be nominated, # of anadromous streams which need to be revised [upper extent, poor location, etc] and other relevant notes.)
Minnow trapping was not done on this trip, but a dip net was used in areas to identify juvenile fish.  Stream surveys concluded that approximately 2 miles of the AWC streams shown for the area should be denominated from the catalog.  Both streams are tributaries draining to the lake.   


Issues needing resolution: (are there any specific concerns, which require input from outside our staff – list specific details.)
Outputs: (What reports will be generated for which agencies or private entities?)

Maps of the area including an updated hydrography with the collected habitat survey data will be provided to ADFG staff.  

Status of data: (has data been entered?; have spreadsheets, photos, waypoints, maps been created and organized into the appropriate folders?)   

Data has been collected and downloaded.  The GPS waypoints have been ran through the Odyssey process and reside as a shapefile in the respective GIS folder for this project on the Gregovich Server.  However all photos have been downloaded, but a portion still remain on the laptop under the Ford Arm folder and still need to be transferred to the Gregovich Server.  Data entry into Odyssey has started and is expected to be complete upon the transfer of the above photos from the laptop to the correct folder. 

See update 9/4/2003 below

Work needed to bring project to completion: (include a brief summary of what steps are necessary to bring project to completion, i.e., does data still need to be entered or checked for qc, is more field work required?)

Photos from the Cannon A20 need to be transferred from the laptop, QA/QC of data entry into Odyssey, and final report for Habitat Surveys performed Lakes and Streams will bring the project to completion.

Kathy and Jeff have finished initial entry of all data into the latest version of Odyssey (database_9303).  This includes all photos, waypoints and related data.  Several updates/changes still need to be made to this dataset to bring to completion, including:

1) all references to TRB need to be changed to MCH per discussion with brian, jeff, Christine (9/3/2003) – skip can do a global find/replace to take care of this

2) all references to INL (mouth inlet) need to be checked and made consistent.  We decided that these should all be MCH (for macro feature)  and INL for feature.  Additionally, a second macro feature code of MCH and feature code of CON and specific LOCATOR should be entered----LOCATOR (LB or RB) will be used in reference to which side of the lake the stream dumps into it based on where the mainstem tributary (i.e., which dumps the most water into the lake and/or which stream did the USFS or AWC identify as the main stream) is.

3) Need to add a waypoint approximately 70 m upstream of WP245, since we could not get sat reception in the field; this waypoint is necessary for an upstream reach break and end of stream survey and UEF.

Updated 9/4/2003, JVN

Contact person: (include landowner, if known, and engineer and/or AMB involved)

Jeff Nichols

Kathy Smikrud

Trip summary completed by: K. Smikrud
      Date:   8/20/03










