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Hoonah School Field Trip and Fish Dissection
Purpose and Need:
The purpose of this project is to teach grade school kids from 1st to 6th grade at Hoonah City School, basic fish anatomy, life history, biology, and conservation. These discussions will involve several field trips and one classroom dissection presentation. The need for this project is to help familierize children with fish and aquatic organisms and their ecosystems, potential careers in fish biology and natural resources, understanding and connecting with nature, and conservation of our natural resources.  
Objectives:

Children will learn basic salmonid anatomy, life history, and basic ecology.  
Procedures:

Fish will be collected by dip net and hook and line sampling. During field trips, collected fish will be captured live onsite and held in containers at site of capture with fresh clean water while biologist discusses salmon life history. Fish will then be released on site. For classroom dissection up to two adult salmon will be collected and transported to classroom for dissection. Biologists will attempt to capture deceased fish first, howerver if quality of deceased fish is poor, then live pink or chum salmon will be collected and killed at site of capture before transport to classroom. Only pink and chum salmon will be targeted for dissection however during later field trips, coho salmon may be collected alive for onsite lectures during filed trips, then immediately released alive. Biologist will take care to use clean fresh water in containers and not allow students to handle live fish.  Fish will only be held for a few minutes before release.  Locations for collection include Suntaheen Creek lower fishpass (58.045005, -135.145102), Suntaheen Creek mouth (58.058031, -135.101473), and Kennel Creek mouth ( 57.899096, -135.155356).
Figure 1. Red arrows depict approximate locations of field trips and sampling sites.  Figure taken from ADF&G Anadromous Fish Distribution Viewer; http://gis.sf.adfg.state.ak.us/AWC_IMS/viewer.htm. 
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