Proposal to trap fish in Mendenhall Glacier Recreation Area

I propose to trap (and release) fish in the Old River Channel and in Norton Lake in the MGRA. The purpose of this survey is to determine what species of fish occur in these bodies of water and obtain an indication of their relative abundance. The reason for the survey is that a citizen’s group known as the Beaver Patrol hopes to install some water-level-control devices in these two systems in order to reduce severe trail flooding resulting from beaver dams, and the design of the device depends on whether or not juvenile salmonids occur there. Absence of juveniles would allow installation of the simplest device. Presence of juvenile salmonids also would call for some study of these waters by ADFG Habitat Division, and that work would help determine the design of a more complex device to be installed, to allow fish passage.

The Old River Channel above the beaver dams does not offer spawning habitat for coho, but it could provide rearing habitat for juveniles. Norton Lake is connected, at least in some seasons, to Moose Lake, and it is presently uncertain if salmonids reach Norton. (Trout Unlimited has expressed some interest in having a functional connection there.) This proposal would address the distribution of juvenile salmonids; the question of adult salmonids spawning in the channel up to Norton is not addressed here.

I have several dozen collapsible minnow traps that I used in connection with my ADFG project on American Dippers, and I propose to use them for the present project. I can use as bait either treated salmon eggs or canned catfood (which is also successful and readily available). I propose to set these traps this summer/fall in these two waterbodies, with overnight ‘soak’ times. 

The Forest Service administers this area, and Pete Schneider, the district fish biologist, is knowledgeable of our intentions. The Beaver Patrol has the support of the Juneau District Ranger, Marti Marshall.

The Beaver Patrol has been working along Dredge Creek, in Moose Lake and the Holding Pond, and to a lesser degree at the outlets of Crystal and Moraine Lakes, for three years in connection with the multiple goals of maintaining a viable beaver population, retaining the fish and bird habitat created by the beavers, and reducing trail flooding. This proposal begins to extend our activity to other parts of the MGRA.

