Suntaheen Creek & Pavlof River Fish Pass Monitoring

Purpose & Need

The purpose of this project is to continue evaluation of the effectiveness of two complete barrier modifications and one partial barrier modification on Suntaheen Creek (AWC Code 114-27-10150) and two barrier modifications on Pavlof River (AWC Code 112-50-10100) on the Hoonah Ranger District.  The need for the project is to evaluate the effectiveness of the fish passes and design improvements as needed.  Monitoring will also evaluate the success of fry transfer on Suntaheen Creek that occurred in 2000-2003.  
Objectives:

To evaluate effectiveness of barrier modifications at district fish passes, monitor habitat use and coho presence and extent above the fish passes located on Suntaheen Creek and Pavlof River, as well as to determine the success of projects.  

Methods:

Surveys will start in the late spring and early summer targeting juveniles, while surveys for adult presence will occur in the late summer and fall.  Monitoring for juvenile coho would constitute minnow trapping with standard hoop minnow traps (1/4” mesh), baited with salmon eggs disinfected with 10-minute soak in 1/100 Betadyne solution.  Approximately 60 to 80 minnow traps will be set upstream of each fish pass or barrier modification, in high quality low velocity habitat.  Fish collected will be released immediately at the site of capture after identification.  Adult coho monitoring will consist of walking the stream and/or snorkeling to observe presence within or upstream of fish passes.  
