Salmon Fork Black River and Tribs

Sampling Effort

June 23-29, 2009

Jason Post and David Esse got dropped off with a 185 floatplane within about 3 miles of the Canadian border (N 66.53902, W 141.01434) on the Salmon Fork Black River (SFBR).  We floated approximately 50 miles using an inflatable canoe (Pro-Pioneer).  We also got picked up with a 185 floatplane below Kevinjik Creek at N 66.52175, W 142.20403.  While the put-in was fine the take out was very marginal and not recommended for fixed-wing aircraft (“runway” to short).  I believe you would have to float much farther downstream, maybe to the Black River, to find a suitable stretch of river to take-off in a 185 on floats.  We had 400-450 lbs passenger/gear for each flight home (2).     

The goal was to perform a fisheries presence/absence survey on the mainstem SFBR and five of its tributaries (Rice Gulch, Drifting Snow, Runt, Tetthajik, and Kevinjik Creeks).  We sampled with a gas-powered backpack shocker and reluctantly by hook and line.  Minnow traps were soaked overnight and baited with salmon roe for 2 the first nights but no fish were captured.  Our sampling efforts will extend the ADF&G anadromous catalogue for juvenile Chinook presence in Kevinjik, Tetthajik, and Runt Creek.  We also caught juvenile Chinook in the mainstem SFBR.  Hook and line sampling produced arctic grayling, northern pike, and sheefish.

Species present:  Chinook (juvenile), arctic grayling, sheefish, northern pike, burbot, slimy sculpin, and longnose sucker.   

The northern pike and grayling fishing was excellent in the deeper pools, side sloughs, and at the mouth of Tetthajik Creek.  We caught grayling up to 330mm and pike up to 540 mm. 

 We caught sheefish at 2 locations:

1) The first bluff below “Pink Bluff” at N 66.44314, W 141.61238 produced 6 sheefish. While we landed 6, we lost 2 at the boat, and missed quite a few strikes. This is a large and very deep pool (can’t see bottom, 20+ft).  We could see a school of sheefish swimming around in this hole.  When the school was found, the action began!  

Fork lengths (mm): 625, 650, 750, 525, 540, 600 

2) We caught 1 sheefish (525mm) in a deep hole at the mouth of Tetthajik Creek. This was also a very good pike and grayling hole.

We fished for 4 hrs at Pink Bluff because a previous (1991) BLM float party caught up to 20 sheefish there.  We only caught grayling and pike at Pink Bluff.
We observed schools (10-20 per school) of suckers in between Pink Bluff and Kevinjik Creek.  None were caught.
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Juvenile Chinook found here in woody debri, off-channel habitat, SFBR.
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Sheefish at first bluff below Pink Bluff.  Good sheefish hole. N 66.44314, W 141.61238
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Juvenile Chinook found here in woody debri, SFBR.
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Juvenile Chinook found in this algae growth, Kevinjik Creek.
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Juvenile Chinook, SFBR
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Sheefish hole at first bluff below Pink Bluff (looking upstream), N66.44314, W141.61238

