2009 Colville River Summary for FRP SF2009-171 
The Bureau of Land Management conducted fish sampling activities in the Colville River during 2009 under Fish Resource Permit (FRP) SF2009-171.  This work was accomplished in collaboration with Alaska Department of Fish and Game Habitat Division.  The local biologist (Brendan Scanlon) was emailed at 0840 hours on 8/22/09 to obtain final permit authorization and approval was granted 0845 hours on 8/24/09.  Work conducted during the interim was carried out under the auspices of a permit held by an ADF&G biologist who was present on-site (William Morris).  Multi-filament gill nets with 5.5 inch mesh were anchored to shore and to the river bottom along the edge of eddies.  Spawning chum and pink salmon were being targeted for radio telemetry work, but all captured fish species were identified and measured.  Results are summarized within the data table submitted for this FRP.  Eight chum salmon males, two chum salmon females, and two pink salmon males were outfitted with radio transmitters.  Five radio tracking flights were conducted via fixed-wing aircraft between August 24 and September 5.  Fish were only relocated in the mainstem of the Colville River (i.e. no tributary use was observed).  Data will need to be more closely reviewed to determine if congregations of tagged fish justify consideration as potential spawning reaches.  Low catch rates were expected since coastal villages along the Chukchi Sea were reporting little to no salmon catches in subsistence fisheries prior to late August.  High flow events resulting from heavy rain also likely played a role in reducing upstream movements and gear efficiency. Genetics samples and scales from salmon were also collected and retained by ADF&G.
The sampling effort in 2009 was the second and final of two sampling seasons for this project, with the first year of work being completed in 2007.  This summary and the associated data table is the extent of information that will be submitted at this time for FRP SF2009-171.  A completion report in the form of a BLM Open-File Report or Technical Report series will be completed within the next year and provided to the State as a final report for FRPs SF2007-103 and SF2009-171.  
