
SPORT FISHING 
Emergency Order ALASKA DEPARTMENT       

 OF FISH & GAME           
Under Authority of AS 16.05.060 
  
 
Emergency Order No.: 3-KS-01-05 Issued at: Glennallen, June 30, 2005 
 
Effective 
Date: 

Date: 12:01 A.M.  July 2, 2005 
 

Expiration Date:  December 31, 2005  Unless 
superseded by subsequent emergency order. 

 
EXPLANATION: 

 This emergency order reduces the annual limit for king salmon 20 inches or more in 
length in the Gulkana River drainage of the Upper Copper River from 4 to 1 per year.  The 
annual limit for the entire Upper Copper River will remain at 4 king salmon per year, but no 
more than 1 king salmon may be retained from the Gulkana River drainage after July 2, 2005. 
 
REGULATION: 

Consistent with the COPPER RIVER KING SALMON FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN, 5 
AAC 24.361, the annual limit for king salmon 20 inches or more in length will be reduced to 
one per year in the Gulkana River drainage.  Effective 12:01 A.M. July 2, only one (1) king 
salmon of the annual limit of four (4) per year for the Upper Copper River drainage may be 
taken from the Gulkana River drainage. 

 McKie Campbell 
 Commissioner 
 
 
 by delegation to: _______________________________ 
 Tom Taube 
 Area Management Biologist 
 

JUSTIFICATION: 

The king salmon return to the Gulkana River this year is currently less than expected.  The 
Department has been directed by the Board of Fisheries to manage the commercial and sport 
fisheries to achieve a sustainable escapement goal in the upper Copper River of 24,000 or more 
king salmon.  Based upon Gulkana River tower counts through June 28th the escapement 
passing the tower is below the 2002 – 2004 average.  In addition, an aerial survey on June 29th 
indicated few king salmon downstream of the counting tower and sport anglers and sport 
fishing guides are reporting few king salmon in the lower river.  Therefore, to provide 
additional king salmon for the Gulkana River drainage spawning escapement, restriction of the 
king salmon sport harvest is warranted.  Further action may be required dependent on run 
strength as the season progresses.  This action does not change the Upper Copper River 
drainage annual limit of four (4) king salmon, but no more than one (1) king salmon can be 
from the Gulkana River drainage.  Any king salmon recorded prior to July 2nd on the harvest 
portion of an Alaska sport fishing license or harvest card does not count against the one (1) 
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king salmon that may be harvested after July 2.  This emergency order restricting the annual 
limit goes into effect at 12:01 A.M. July 2. 
 
DISTRIBUTION: 

Office of the Governor; Lt. Governor; Commissioner, Department of Fish and Game; Director, 
Division of Sport Fish; Regional Supervisors, Division of Sport and Commercial Fisheries; 
Members of Board of Fisheries; Director, Fish and Wildlife Protection; Detachment 
Commander and Area Officer, Board of Fisheries Members; Local Fish and Game Advisory 
Chairman; Anchorage, Cook Inlet, Delta, Fairbanks and Palmer Area Biologists, Division of 
Sport Fish and Commercial Fisheries; Juneau, Region I; Anchorage, Region II; Fairbanks, 
Region III; and selected area newspapers, radio and television stations. 
 
 


