
SPORT FISHING
Emergency Order ALASKA DEPARTMENT

OF FISH & GAME          
Under Authority of AS 16.05.060

Emergency Order No. 3-SS-12-99 Issued at Nome, Alaska
3:00 p.m. ADT, August 26, 1999

Effective Date 11:59 p.m. ADT Expiration Date:  December 31, 1999
Friday August 27, 1999 unless superseded by subsequent

emergency order.

EXPLANATION:
This emergency order closes the Fish and Niukluk River drainages of Northern Norton Sound to

the recreational harvest of coho salmon and eliminates the use of bait while fishing for coho salmon in the
Fish and Niukluk rivers.  All coho salmon captured while sport fishing in the Fish and Niukluk rivers must
be immediately released.

REGULATION:
The provisions of 5AAC 70.022. (b)(7)  WATERS; SEASONS; BAG, POSSESSION, AND

SIZE LIMITS; AND SPECIAL PROVISIONS are superseded by this emergency order.  Under this
emergency order the following provisions are effective.  Coho salmon in the Fish and Niukluk River may
not be retained or possessed. Coho salmon captured while sport fishing in the Fish and Niukluk rivers
must be immediately released

The provisions of 5AAC 70.030 METHODS AND MEANS are superseded by this emergency
order.  Under this emergency order the following provisions are effective.  Bait may not be used while
fishing for coho salmon in the Fish and Niukluk River drainages of Northern Norton Sound.

Frank Rue
Commissioner

By delegation to:

Alfred L. DeCicco
Area Management Biologist

JUSTIFICATION:
Coho salmon runs throughout western Alaska are generally very weak for 1999.  The coho runs

in Northern Norton Sound, as assessed by weir and tower counts, likewise are weak.  The Niukluk River
coho run appears to be about 50% complete as compared to other weak runs, and fewer than 1,500 coho
have been counted past the Niukluk River tower.  It appears that escapement counts at the Niukluk River
tower are tracking slightly behind the 1997 run, which had an acceptable escapement of about 4,000 fish
with both sport and subsistence harvest restrictions in place.  An aerial survey count of 680 coho on
August 24 was well below the aerial survey Biological Escapement Goal of 950 to 1,900 coho for the
Niukluk River.  Additionally, few coho were observed in the Fish River downstream from the counting
tower.



The Department feels that additional harvest may negatively impact inriver escapement and
subsequent sustained yield.  The harvest by anglers on the Fish and Niukluk rivers was about 500 coho in
1997 when a similar no-harvest restriction was implemented at the mid point of that weak run.  It is likely
that the 1999 harvest will be similar. Sport fish harvests in the Fish and Niukluk rivers during recent years
without fishery restrictions have been about 1,200 coho annually (1993-96).  Given current run
projections, the Department does not feel that this stock can sustain additional harvest.  By allowing a
catch and release coho fishery without bait to continue, the Department feels that recreational fishing
opportunity can be maintained without adversely impacting inriver escapement of coho in this river
system.

DISTRIBUTION:
 The distribution list for this E.O. is on file at the Region III office of the Alaska Department of

Fish and Game office, Division of Sport Fish, 1300 College Rd. Fairbanks, AK. 99701, (907) 459-7207.


