
SPORT FISHING
Emergency Order ALASKA DEPARTMENT

OF FISH & GAME          
Under Authority of AS 16.05.060

Emergency Order No. 3-SS-10-99 Issued at Nome, Alaska
4:30 p.m. ADT, August 13, 1999

Effective Date 8:00 a.m. ADT Expiration Date:  September 30, 1999
Monday August 16, 1999 unless superseded by subsequent

emergency order.

EXPLANATION:
This Emergency Order closes sport fishing for coho salmon in Northern Norton Sound which

includes catch and release fishing. The area affected by this action includes all marine and fresh waters
from Cape Prince of Wales to Cape Darby.  This area includes the fresh water drainages from Imuruk
Basin to the Fish River system.

REGULATION:
5AAC 70.022. (b)(7)  WATERS; SEASONS; BAG, POSSESSION , AND SIZE LIMITS; AND

SPECIAL PROVISIONS is amended by changing the SEASON to being CLOSED.

Frank Rue
Commissioner

By delegation to:

Alfred L. DeCicco
Area Management Biologist

JUSTIFICATION:
Coho salmon returns throughout western Alaska are generally very weak for 1999.  The coho

return in Northern Norton Sound as indicated by weir and tower counts, likewise is extremely weak.
Furthermore, historic data for Northern Norton Sound coho suggest that late runs are generally much
weaker than early runs.  As of August 13, very few coho salmon have passed through the Nome River
weir, or were counted from the tower on the Niukluk River.  The Department staff feels that an
immediate closure is necessary and  prudent to conserve these stocks.

DISTRIBUTION:
 The distribution list for this E.O. is on file at the Region III office of the Alaska Department of

Fish and Game office, Division of Sport Fish, 1300 College Rd. Fairbanks, AK. 99701, (907) 459-7207.


