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SPORT FISHING
Emergency Order ALASKA DEPARTMENT     

OF FISH & GAME          
Under Authority of AS 16.05.060

Emergency Order No.:  2-SS-5-18-99    Issued at: Dillingham,  August 10, 1999

Effective: 12:01 AM Thursday August 12, 1999    Expires: 11:59 PM Friday, December 31, 1999
   Unless superseded by subsequent Emergency Order

EXPLANATION:
This Emergency Order closes all sport fishing for coho salmon in the Nushagak/Mulchatna River
drainage effective 12:01 a.m., Thursday, August 12, 1999. This closure prohibits targeting coho salmon
including catch and release fishing.  All coho salmon caught incidentally by sport fishing methods must be
immediately released.  Additionally, effective 12:01 a.m., Thursday, August 12, 1999 this Emergency
Order reduces the daily bag limit for coho salmon from five (5) fish to two (2) fish per day in all waters
of the Wood River drainage.

REGULATIONS:

Consistent with 5 AAC 06.368 (d) NUSHAGAK RIVER COHO SALMON MANAGEMENT PLAN.
The following provisions are effective.

The provisions of 5 AAC 67.022 (a) (7) are superseded by this emergency order.  Under this emergency
order, the following provisions are effective:  In the Nushagak River drainage effective 12:01 a.m.
Thursday, August 12, 1999 all waters are closed to sport fishing for coho salmon. 

The provisions of 5 AAC 67.022 (a) (10) are superseded by this emergency order.  Under this emergency
order, the following provisions are effective:  In the Wood River drainage the daily bag and possession
limit for coho salmon is two fish. 

Frank Rue
Commissioner

By delegation to:____________________
                                Dan O. Dunaway

                                               Area Biologist
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JUSTIFICATION:
Through August 8, 1999 only 19,600 coho salmon have been estimated by the department’s
sonar at Portage Creek. Nearly 50% of the coho salmon run has normally past the sonar counter
by this date. At the current rate of passage and at this stage of the run, the department projects
there will not be sufficient coho salmon to meet the 100,000 inriver goal established in the
"Nushagak Mulchatna Coho Management Plan" (5 AAC 06.368). The commercial fishery has
been closed since July 26, when incidental catches of coho salmon reached about 3,000 fish.

Currently the department projects an inriver escapement range from 41,000 to 64,000 coho
salmon through the sonar by August 25. At this level, the management plan requires closure of
the sport fishery and restrictions to the subsistence fishery.  Therefore the sport fishery must be
closed drainage-wide to conserve coho salmon.

The restriction to the coho salmon sport fishery in the Wood River drainage is necessary due to
the historically small coho run in this system, the below average coho returns currently observed
in the area, and the potential for additional angling pressure this system may receive with closure
of the Nushagak/Mulchatna drainage.

The Thursday August 12, effective date was chosen to provide an adequate notice period to
participants in the two fisheries.

This emergency order is being issued in coordination with a Division of Commercial Fisheries
Emergency Order that restricts the subsistence fishery.

DISTRIBUTION: Lt. Governor; Commissioner of Fish and Game; Office of Governor
(Anchorage); Director, Sport Fish; Regional Supervisor, Sport Fish; Regional Supervisor,
Commercial Fish; News Media, Radio, TV, and Newspapers; Department of Public Safety;
Board of Fisheries Members; Sport Fish Area Offices; Commercial Fish Area Offices.


