
SPORT FISHING
Emergency Order ALASKA DEPARTMENT     

OF FISH & GAME          
Under Authority of AS 16.05.060

Emergency Order No.: 3-RS-03-98 Issued at: Glennallen, May 29, 1998

Effective Date: Date: 12:01 A.M.   June 1, 1998 Expiration Date: December 31, 1998 unless
superseded by subsequent emergency order.

EXPLANATION:
This emergency order establishes the schedule for the personal use dip net salmon fishery

in the Chitina Subdistrict of the Upper Copper River through August 31, 1998.  The Chitina
Subdistrict will be open from 8:00 A.M. Saturday June 6 through 8:00 P.M. Sunday June 7, will
close Monday and Tuesday, June 8 and 9, and reopen at 12:00 P.M. Wednesday, June 10. The
fishery will remain open through midnight, Sunday August 31.  Additional emergency orders
may change this schedule based on the actual numbers of fish passing the Miles Lake Sonar. 
After August 31, the fishery will remain open, by regulation, through September 30.

REGULATION:
Consistent with the COPPER RIVER PERSONAL USE DIP NET SALMON FISHERY
MANAGEMENT PLAN, 5 AAC 77.590 (b),

“Salmon may be taken from June 1 through September 30.  The department will
establish, by emergency order, a preseason schedule for the period June 1 through
August 31 based on daily projected sonar counts at the sonar counter located near
Miles Lake.  This abundance based schedule will distribute the harvest throughout
the season.  Adjustments will be made to the schedule inseason based on actual
sonar counts compared to projected counts.  When the actual sonar count at Miles
Lake is more than the projected sonar count, additional fishing time will be
announced by emergency order.  If the actual sonar count at Miles Lake is less than
the projected sonar count, fishing time will be reduced, by a corresponding
percentage, by emergency order.”,

the following preseason schedule is established:  the personal use dip net salmon fishery in the
Chitina Subdistrict of the Upper Copper River area will be open at 8:00 A.M. Saturday June 6
through 8:00 P.M. Sunday June 7, will close Monday and Tuesday, June 8 and 9, and reopen at
12:00 P.M. Wednesday June 10.  The fishery will remain open through midnight, Sunday
August 31.  After August 31, the fishery will remain open, by regulation, through September 30.
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JUSTIFICATION:

The actual numbers of fish passing the sonar in the early portion of the run are low, therefore in order to
assure adequate passage of early run salmon, the initial fishery opening is of limited duration (36 hours). 
Actual sonar counts have been below the escapement objective 8 of the 11 days the sonar has been in
operation.  As of May 28, the cumulative escapement count lags behind the escapement objective by over
16,400 salmon. Based on this information, a closure of 64 hours between openings will provide
escapement of early run salmon through the Chitina Subdistrict.  After June 10 the fishery should remain
open continuously.  However, the possibility still exists, if realized escapements are below escapement
objectives the fishery could close for certain periods of unknown duration.

Generally, harvest during the first opening is the lowest of the first 8 – 10 weeks of the fishery.  This is
likely due to low numbers of fish in the subdistrict at the time of the opening.  This coupled with current
low water conditions, could result in less than average harvests for the 1998 Copper River Personal Use
Fishery opening.

There were several changes to the Copper River Personal Use Salmon fishery Management Plan
and the Statewide Personal Use Regulations during 1996 and 1997:

• The total bag limits were not changed, however the number of chinook salmon which can
be kept was reduced from five to four.

• Steelhead cannot be kept, and must be returned to the water unharmed.
• When a harvestable surplus of 50,000 salmon or greater will be present in the Chitina

Subdistrict, by emergency order, a supplemental permit for 10 additional sockeye salmon
will be issued to personal use permit holders.

• The tips of the tail of personal use caught fish must be clipped before leaving the fishing site
or concealing the fish from view.


