SPORT FISHING
Emergency O]/'delf' ALASKA DEPARTMENT

OF FISH & GAME

Under Authority of AS 16.05.060

Emergency Order No. 2-RT-2-35-98 Issued at Palmer: November 25, 1998
Effective Date:  12:01 am. Expiration Date: 12:00 midnight March
Tuesday, December 1, 1998 31, 1999, Unless superseded by subsequent

emergency order.

EXPLANATION:

The Board of Fisheries took action during their October 1998 meeting to provide for the retention of
rainbow trout and the use of bait in Willow Creek drainage lakes. This action was taken based on
research finding from Department of Fish and Game, which indicates that there is no significant
exchange of rainbow trout between the lakes and Willow Creek. Additionally, a harvestable surplus of
rainbow trout was determined to be present within the lakes. Regulations promulgated by the Board of
Fisheries during their October meeting will be in effect no earlier than January. This emergency order
provides anglers the opportunity to retain fish in the Willow lakes ice fishery beginning December 1,
1998. The bag and possession limit in Shirley, Long and Rainbow lakes will be two per day and two in
possession, only one over 20 inches. The bag and possession in Willow and Crystal lakes will be five
per day and five in possession, only one over 20 inches. The use of bait is allowed.

REGULATION:

5AAC 61.022 (b) WATERS, SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS AND SPECIAL PROVISIONS is
amended to read:

5AAC 61.022 (b) WATERS, SEASONS AND BAG LIMTS AND SPECIAL PROVISIONS:
(3) (L) Willow Creek drainage:
Lakes and ponds: Rainbow Trout bag and possession limit of two per day and two in
possession, only one over 20 inches.
(3) (O) Stocked lakes
Willow and Crystal lakes: Rainbow Trout bag and possession limit of five per day and five
in possession, only one over 20 inches.

JUSTIFICATION:

This emergency order provides for the retention of rainbow trout and the use of bait in the Willow
Creek drainage lakes. Research study findings indicate that there is not a significant exchange of
rainbow trout between the lakes and Willow Creek and that a harvestable surplus of rainbow trout is
available from the lakes. The Board of Fisheries took action to provide for the retention of rainbow
trout and the use of bait in Willow Creek drainage lakes. However, the regulations adopted by the
Board of Fisheries will not be in effect until January of 1999 at the earliest. This emergency order is
being issued to alow anglers fishing through the ice the opportunity to retain rainbow trout prior to
codification of regulations adopted by the Board of Fisheries.
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