East Alsek River Tributary Nomination
Stream No. 182-20-10100
By: Kate Kanouse

Date of Nomination: September 23, 2009

Attachment: East Dry Bay Area Trapping

National Park Service biologist Chad Soiseth and myself set four baited minnow traps in a tributary to East Alsek River on 5/28/09 (T18-T20 on the attached map, T17 not shown). The tributary is locally known as “Hazel Creek”. We retrieved the traps after soaking for 19 hours, and captured a total of 36 juvenile coho and 3 juvenile sockeye. 

The stream has vegetated overhanging banks and gravel substrate throughout (see Photos 1 and 2). We observed hundreds of salmon fry along the banks throughout the short reach we walked. The stream likely provides salmon spawning habitat as well, however ADF&G biologists have not surveyed the tributary for spawning use. We did not walk to the upper extent of fish use in the stream, so I estimated the upper extent using available ADF&G imagery of the area (see Figure 1). 
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Photo 1. Looking upstream (NE) from the mouth.
Photo 2. Looking upstream (NE) from the uppermost track point (see attached map).
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Figure 1. Red dot marks the estimated upper extent of the tributary, the dashed line is the estimated tributary path.
