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Doame River Mouth Location Change
Stream No. 181-10-10100
By: Kate Kanouse

Date of Nomination: September 23, 2009

The Doame River mouth shifted from the ocean to the lower East Alsek River in 1966
, a likely result from the July 10, 1958, 7.9 magnitude earthquake that occurred south of Lituya Bay. The earthquake caused ground fissures in the Dry Bay area and damage to infrastructure in northern southeast Alaska, according to USGS historical information. The current Catalog listing for the Doame River does not include this change in stream course. The lower river currently flows west and discharges into the lower reach of the East Alsek River. Photo 1 shows the old river mouth at the ocean blocked by a natural sediment berm; Figure 1 shows the approximate lower reach stream course and the approximate confluence with the lower East Alsek River; and Figure 2 is recent imagery showing the lower stream course. 
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Photo 1. Doame River, looking downstream (southwest). 
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Figure 1. Estimated lower stream course, based on imagery shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 2. Recent imagery of the of the Dry Bay area and with the current (incorrect) Catalog mapping of lower Doame River stream course.
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