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Comm. Fish
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FROM o, GUBJECE Reports on fish/fisheries
Sam Patten from Nelson Island visit,
Game Division June 19-20, 1984;
Area Biologist additional marine mammal take

Bethel

Residents of Nelson Island reported excellent fishing for a variet;
of species to me during my recent visit to the local community(iesg

for waterfowl I&E purposes. Catches were reported as good to excellent
for herring, cod, halibut and king salmon. Most elders I talked to
Wwere pleased and complimentary to Fish and Game. Heavy harvests of
herring vere evident on drying racks at Nightmute and Tununak.

An elder at Tununak reported to me the return of cod in numbers

not seen for many years. He said village fishermen used to catch

cod many years ago, but the fishery apparently failed for many years,
but now the cod have returned, so the villagers are happy. Drying
racks were filled with cut fish of the above species.,

Nightmute residents also reported to me their concerns about certain

sores appearing on the dorsal side of some fish species, notably

burbot (lush), whitefish, and king salmon. I am unable to comment

further on these observations, but people at Toksook Bay confirmed

these lesions on certain fish, I believe also on pike. There appears to be
some correlation with residence in fresh water.

Residents of Tununak confirmed the take of a juvenile grey whale,
about 18 ft long, approximately three weeks ago. The whale required
1% days to subdue after the initial strike. The meat was divided
among the residents of Tununak and Newtok so that each person in
these two villages received some.

Two belugas were reported taken by Nightmute residents near the mouth
of the Toksook River. Xing salmon were also reported in the Toksook -
River as far as Nightmute. o
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