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MALINA BAY, AFOGNAK ISLAND. NOMINATION TO CORRECT STREAM 251-20-10020.
RESULTS OF GROUND SURVEY, NOVEMBER 9, 1994
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Michael Wiedmer November 9, 1994
Habitat Biologist?/: LETMEAT__ Inspection of
Region II Afognak Native
Habitat and Restoration Division Corporation’s Timber
Department of Fish and Game Harvest Operation

o
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The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) participated in o

a November 9, 1994 Forest Practices inspection of Afognak Native
Corporation’s timber harvest operation on Afognak Island.
Personnel on the inspection were: wade Wahrenbrock, Division of
Forestry; Gary Saupé, Department of Environmental Conservation;
David Nesheim, Afognak Native Corporation; and Michael Wiedmer,
ADF&G.

The inspection evaluated, prior to timber harvest, the
anadromous fish distribution in an unnamed stream draining into
the head of Malina Bay (stream mouth in E. %, E. % Section 27,
T. 23 S., R. 22 W., S.M.). The lower 2 miles of this stream
(251-20-10020) had been specified anadromous in the current
Anadromous Waters Catalog.

Near the mouth we observed numerous carcasses of both pink and
coho salmon and associated signs of bear feeding. However,
slightly more than one half mile upstream from the mouth, our
ground inspection revealed a previously undocumented blockage
(falls) to anadromous fish migration (see attached map).

Upstream of the blockage we observed no carcasses and
substantially less bear sign. Additionally, in an area upstream
of the blockage in an area reported to support coho salmon and
anadromous Dolly Varden, the ADF&G placed in high guality
salmonid rearing habitat a salmon roe-baited minnow trap. No
fish were captured after thirty minutes. These observations
suggest that this stream does not support anadromous fish
upstream of the identified falls. We have submitted a
nomination to delete from the Anadromous Waters Catalog that
portion of the stream upstream of the falls.

Because of the lengthy review period required for changes to the
catalog, these changes probably will be reflected in the 1995
catalog. In the interim, however, neither timber harvest nor
road construction will be unnecessarily restricted. The
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upstream portion of the stream does not support anadromous fish
and the ADF&G will evaluate timber harvest proposals
accordingly.

The ADF&G also surveyed a stream that flows into Malina Bay
approximately 300 yards west of the previously described stream.
This stream does not appear on the USGS 1:63,360 topographic map
nor does it appear in ADF&G’s Anadromous Waters Catalog.
However, our inspection revealed numerous pink salmon carcasses
along the lower quarter mile. Because of time constraints, we
were unable to establish the upper limit of anadromous fish
distribution in this stream. The observed stream
characteristics suggest that the habitat is suitable as well for
spawning and rearing coho salmon. We suggest that we resurvey
this stream next summer to accurately evaluate anadromous fish
distribution.

Proposed harvest unit Lina 6 borders this stream. We suggest
flagging the unit boundaries when snow conditions allow accurate
identification of stream courses and after a fish survey
establishes the full extent of anadromous fish distribution.

If you have any guestions regarding our comments or
recommendations, please contact me at 267-2284.
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R. Smith, ADF&G
G. Saupé, DEC



