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On August 18 through 20, 2014, I joined Sarah Wilber, Alaska Department of Fish and Game on
Afognak Island for the purpose of sampling waters in the area of proposed harvest activities to
document the presence of anadromous fish. The information gathered will be used to submit
official nominations for inclusion in the Anadromous Waters Catalog and its companion Atlas.
Inclusion in the Anadromous Waters Catalog will conserve salmon habitat by providing the 66-
foot riparian retention area protection required under the Forest Resources and Practices Act
(FRPA). A water body listed in the Anadromous Waters Catalog is also afforded additional
protection under State law at AS 16.05.871. The weather conditions were clear and warm.

On the afternoon of August 18, Ms. Wilber and I drove the 720 Road to mile post (MP) 4.5. We
set two baited minnow traps in an unnamed lake that flows into Stream No. 252-33-10010-2007
and Stream No. 252-33-10010-2006-3001. The lake and streams are located on land managed by
ANC. Because of beaver dams, the lake level has been elevated causing the water to flow into
the two streams. We determined the dominant flow drains to Stream No. 252-33-10010-2006-
3001. The traps soaked about 3 hours. No fish were captured or observed in the lake (Figure 1).
We walked down an unnamed stream from the dominant lake outlet and set one minnow trap
below a 3-foot high barrier. The trap soaked about 30 minutes. The trap captured 3 juvenile
coho salmon (55 - 90 mm fork length (FL)). We walked downstream 489 meters to the
confluence with Stream No. 252-33-10010-2006-3001. We used a Garmin GPS to map the
stream location. The unnamed stream will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We walked back upstream to the lake and set two minnow traps in an unnamed stream that flows
from the lake. The stream flows to Stream No. 252-33-10010-2007. On the morning of August
19, we pulled the traps. The traps soaked about 16 hours. The traps captured 14 juvenile coho
salmon (45-95 mm FL). We used an electrofisher to sample the stream to the headwater lake.
We sampled an additional 96 meters of the stream ending at a beaver dam below the lake that
was sampled on August 18. We captured 2 juvenile coho salmon (55 and 70 mm FL) below the
beaver dam. We located an additional tributary to the previously sampled stream and sampled a
69 meter reach ending at an additional beaver dam located on the previously sampled lake. We
captured 2 juvenile coho salmon (55 and 65 mm FL). The unnamed streams will be nominated
to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.
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We walked to Stream No. 252-33-10010-2007 and sampled upstream of the 720 Road for 917
meters beyond the end of the specified reach (Figure 2). We captured 9 juvenile coho salmon
(55-95 mm FL) and 5 Dolly Varden (45-275 mm FL) (Figure 3). Near the end of the sampled
reach we observed about 50 large Dolly Varden (about 200-350 mm FL). The additional reach
will be nominated for update to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We drove the 720 Road to MP 5.2 and walked up Stream No. 252-33-10014. We located an
unnamed tributary near the upper extent of the specified reach and sampled 442 meters of the
stream. We captured 8 juvenile coho salmon (55-70 mm FL) and 8 Dolly Varden (60-75 mm
FL). We located an additional tributary to the previously sampled stream and sampled 109
meters of the stream. We captured 4 juvenile coho salmon (50-65 mm FL). The unnamed
streams will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We walked to the upper extent of the specified reach of Stream No. 252-33-10014 and sampled
an additional 110 meters ending at a 6-foot high beaver dam located at the outlet of a lake
(Figure 4). We captured 3 juvenile coho salmon (50-60 mm FL) below the beaver dam. The
additional reach will be nominated for update to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

On the morning of August 20, we drove the 920 Road to Stream No. 252-32-10040. The stream
is on land managed by Koncor. We walked upstream from the 920 Road and sampled about 300
meters of an unnamed tributary. We captured about 20 Dolly Varden. No length measurements
were taken for the Dolly Varden. The unnamed tributary was sampled in July 2013. No coho
salmon were captured during the July 2013 effort. We walked downstream and located a 5-foot
high beaver dam. We sampled below the beaver dam and captured 3 juvenile coho salmon (60-
80 mm FL). The beaver dam may be a barrier to fish passage (Figure 5). lused a Garmin GPS
to correct 917 meters of the stream location from the beaver dam downstream to the 920 Road.
The correct stream location and presence of coho salmon will be nominated for update to the
Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We drove to the 900 Road and sampled about 80 meters of Stream No. 252-32-10008 (Figure 6).
The stream is specified for pink salmon. We captured about 75 Dolly Varden. No length
measurements were taken for the Dolly Varden. No coho salmon were captured or observed.

The ADF&G is currently planning on returning to Afognak for a sampling effort in September
2014.
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Figure 2. Ms. Wilber sampling above the specified reach of Stream No. 252-33-10010-2007.
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Figure 3. Coho salmon captured above the specified reach of Stream No. 252-33-10010-2007.
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Figure 4. Lake above the specified reach of Stream No. 252
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Figr 6. Mr. Frospling Stream No. 252-32-10008.
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A. Ott, ADF&G

C. Curtis, ADF&G

K. Hanley, ADEC

J. Winters, ADOF

B. Cassidy, KIB

B. Scholze, KIB

K. Coulter, Koncor

G. Harris, ANC

N. Lepschat, TransPac
D. Pluard, Evergreen Timber
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