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Comments

During joint AKSSF and A-1 Timber Consultant sampling, we captured juvenile coho salmon in an
unnamed tributary of Roslyn Creek (Figure 1, IDENT 117). See the June 17-18, 2014 trip report.
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Habitat Biologist June 2014

On June 17 and 18, 2014, I joined David Nesheim, A-1 Timber Consultants (A-1) and Jacob
Cunha, Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) on Kodiak Island for the purpose of
sampling waters in the area of proposed harvest activities to document the presence of
anadromous fish. The information gathered will be used to submit official nominations for
inclusion in the Anadromous Waters Catalog and its companion Atlas. Inclusion in the
Anadromous Waters Catalog will conserve salmon habitat by providing the 66-foot riparian
retention area protection required under the Forest Resources and Practices Act (FRPA). A
water body listed in the Anadromous Waters Catalog is also afforded additional protection under
State law at AS 16.05.871. The weather conditions were cloudy and cool becoming clear and
warm.

On the morning of June 17, we drove to Chiniak and walked up Roslyn Creek (Stream No. 259-
25-10010) in Unit 2014-08. We used an electrofisher to sample two unnamed tributaries that
were moderately incised and less than 1.5 meters wide. We sampled 40 meters of the first
tributary ending our survey at a barrier. We captured 5 juvenile coho salmon (37-45 mm fork
length (FL)). We continued up Roslyn Creek and sampled 110 meters of the second unnamed
tributary. We captured 2 juvenile coho salmon (55 mm FL). The two tributaries will be
nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We sampled 85 meters of an additional moderately incised tributary less than 1.5 meters wide.
The stream was dry near the confluence with Roslyn Creek. No fish were captured or observed.
The stream was determined to be a Type C stream channel, as defined by FRPA.

We sampled 300 meters of an unnamed tributary that flowed parallel to Roslyn Creek and may
have been an abandoned stream fork (Figure 1). The stream ended in a meadow. We captured 2
juvenile coho salmon (55 and 65 mm FL) and observed and additional 50 juvenile coho salmon.
The unnamed stream will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.
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We continued up Roslyn Creek and located a “Big Tributary” to the creek (Figure 2). The lower
end of Big Tributary is located in Unit 2014-10. The stream channel width is about 12 meters
wide. We observed juvenile coho salmon in the lower reach of Big Tributary. We walked up the
creek 150 meters and located the first unnamed tributary to Big Tributary. The tributary was
moderately incised and less than 1.5 meters wide. We sampled 390 meters of the tributary. We
captured 10 young-of-year Dolly Varden (25-30 mm FL). Mr. Nesheim and I located a 1 meter
high barrier. A-1 will voluntarily provide a riparian retention area below the barrier in the
unnamed tributary.

We walked up Big Tributary an additional 500 meters and located an additional tributary with a
7 meter high falls adjacent to the Big Tributary (Figure 3). No sampling was conducted in this
unnamed tributary.

On the morning of June 18, we drove back to Chiniak and walked up Roslyn Creek to Big
Tributary. We continued sampling Big Tributary at the point where we stopped on June 17
(Figure 4). We located an unnamed tributary to Big Tributary and sampled 100 meters up to a 9
meter high barrier. We captured 5 young-of-year coho salmon (30-44 mm FL). The unnamed
tributary will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We walked up Big Tributary an additional 540 meters and located a steep, moderately incised
and less than 1.5 meter wide unnamed tributary. We sampled 300 meters to a barrier less than 1
meter high. We captured 20 Dolly Varden. No length measurements were taken for the Dolly
Varden. A-1 will provide a voluntary riparian retention area to the unnamed tributary below the
barrier.

We continued walking up Big Tributary and located an unnamed tributary that is about 6 meters
wide. The unnamed tributary will be sampled during the July 2014 sampling effort.

We continued walking up Big Tributary and captured 3 young-of-year coho salmon below a 1.2
meter high barrier (Figures 5 and 6). We continued sampling above the barrier an additional 375
meters. We captured 50 Dolly Varden. No length measurements were taken for the Dolly
Varden. The reach above the barrier will be surveyed in the fall of 2014 to determine if adult
salmon pass the barrier. Big Tributary below the barrier will be nominated to the Anadromous
Waters Catalog.

The ADF&G is currently planning on returning to Kodiak for a sampling effort in July 2014.
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Figure 2. Big Tributary. View looking ustream.
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Figue 5. Jume coho salmon captu
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red in to Big Tributary.

Figure6. Potential barrier in Big ributa.
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