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Will Frost W SUBJECT:  AKSSF AWC Survey: Kodiak Island
Habitat Biologist May 2014

On May 1 and 2, 2014, I joined David Nesheim, A-1 Timber Consultants (A-1) and Josh
Brekken, Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) on Kodiak Island for the purpose of
sampling waters in the area of proposed harvest activities to document the presence of
anadromous fish. The information gathered will be used to submit official nominations for
inclusion in the Anadromous Waters Catalog and its companion Atlas. Inclusion in the
Anadromous Waters Catalog will conserve salmon habitat by providing the 66-foot riparian
retention area protection required under the Forest Resources and Practices Act (FRPA). A
water body listed in the Anadromous Waters Catalog is also afforded additional protection under
State law at AS 16.05.871. The weather conditions were clear and unseasonably warm.

On the morning of May 1, we drove to Chiniak and walked up West Fork Twin Creek (Stream
No. 259-25-10020) to an unnamed tributary in Unit 2013-15. We used an electrofisher to sample
about 140 meters of the upper reach of the stream (Figure 1). The lower reach was dry. No fish
were captured or observed. We ended our survey where the stream gradient became a barrier.
A-1 will provide a voluntary 66-feet wide riparian retention area to about 140 meters of the
stream below the barrier in the same area we sampled.

We walked down West Fork Twin Creek to an unnamed tributary in Unit 2013-13. We sampled
about 140 meters of the stream. We captured 6 juvenile coho salmon (23-60 mm fork length
(FL)) and 15 Dolly Varden (15-55 mm FL). The unnamed stream will be nominated to the
Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We walked down West Fork Twin Creek to an unnamed tributary in Unit 2013-13. We sampled
about 590 meters of the stream. We captured 7 young-of-year pink salmon (25-40 mm FL)
(Figure 2) and 48 Dolly Varden (32-55 mm FL). We observed about 10 salmon bone piles along
the streambanks, which are likely pink salmon, because of the length of the intact bones and the
presence of young-of-year pink salmon (Figure 3). The survey ended where the stream gradient
became a barrier. The unnamed stream will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.
Two additional tributaries that flow into this stream were also sampled. We ended our surveys in
these streams where the gradient became a barrier. No fish were captured or observed. A-1 will
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provide a voluntary 66-foot riparian retention area adjacent to these secondary tributaries.

We walked across West Fork Twin Creek to an unnamed tributary. We sampled about 185
meters of the stream. We captured 4 juvenile coho salmon (52-55 mm FL). The stream ended at
a spring (Figure 4). The unnamed stream will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

On the morning of May 2, we returned to West Fork Twin Creek in Unit 2013-13. We sampled
an additional five unnamed tributaries that flow from springs located above an old beaver pond
(Figure 5). The beaver dam has deteriorated and a grass meadow has replaced the pond (Figure
6). We sampled about 940 meters of the main stream upstream to the headwater. We captured
15 juvenile coho salmon (30-95 mm FL), 9 young-of-year pink salmon (33-36 mm FL), and 40
Dolly Varden (35-90 mm FL) (Figures 7 and 8). We walked downstream and sampled the
second tributary about 130 meters to the headwater (Figure 9). We captured 2 juvenile coho
salmon (65 and 75 mm FL). We walked downstream to the third tributary and sampled about 90
meters to the headwater. We captured 3 juvenile coho salmon (55-75 mm FL). We walked
downstream to the fourth tributary and sampled about 500 meters to the headwater. We captured
4 juvenile coho salmon (55-90 mm FL) and observed an additional 300 juvenile coho salmon.
We walked downstream to the fifth tributary and walked up the tributary about 90 meters and
observed about 10 juvenile coho salmon. The five tributaries will be nominated to the
Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We walked down West Fork Twin Creek to an unnamed tributary and sampled about 290 meters
of the stream. We captured 2 juvenile coho salmon (50 and 80 mm FL) and observed an
additional 25 juvenile coho salmon in the lower reach. We ended our survey when the stream
became too shallow and no additional fish were captured. The unnamed stream will be
nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

The ADF&G is currently planning on returning to Kodiak for a sampling effort in mid May
2014.
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Figure 2. Young-of-year pinsalmon captured in unnamed tributary to West Fork Twin Creek in
Unit 2013-13.



May 2014 AKSSF Kodiak Trip Report -4 - May 8, 2014

Figure 4. Spring fed unnamed tributary to West Fork Twin Creek in Unit 2013-13.
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Figure 6. Old beaver dam pond area in an unnamed tributary to West Fork Twin Creek in Unit
2013-13.
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Figure 7. Juvenile coho salmon captured in an unnamed tributary to West Fork Twin Creek in
Unit 2013-13.

Figuré 8. Youg-of-y; r p}nk salmon captured in an urmame tributary to West Frk Twin
Creek in Unit 2013-13.
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Figure 9. Mr. Brekken sampling an unnamed tributary to West Fork Twin Creek in Unit 2013-
13.
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