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Habitat Biologist September 2013

On September 19 and 20, 2013, I joined Dave Nesheim, A-1 Timber Consultants (A-1), and Jodi
Estrada, Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) on Kodiak Island for the purpose of
sampling waters in the area of proposed harvest activities to document the presence of
anadromous fish. The information gathered will be used to submit official nominations for
inclusion in the Anadromous Waters Catalog and its companion Atlas. Inclusion in the
Anadromous Waters Catalog will conserve salmon habitat by providing the 66-foot riparian
retention area protection required under the Forest Resources and Practices Act (FRPA). A
water body listed in the Anadromous Waters Catalog is also afforded additional protection under
State law at AS 16.05.871. The weather conditions were clear and warm.

On the morning of September 19, we drove to an unnamed tributary to Sequel Point Creek
(Stream No. 259-30-10004). The stream is located on lands managed by Leisnoi Native
Corporation. We walked from the Sequel Point Road downstream about 600 linear feet to
Sequel Point Creek. We conducted a foot survey to determine if adult salmon were present in
the stream. We observed about 20 adult pink salmon carcasses in the stream. The unnamed
tributary will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We walked up Sequel Point Creek about 1,500 linear feet and observed about 200 adult pink
salmon spawning and carcasses throughout the reach (Figure 1). The adult pink salmon will be
nominated for update to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We drove to West Fork Twin Creek (Stream No. 259-25-10020). We walked to an unnamed
tributary located in Unit 2013-11. The lower reach of the stream was dry. Adult pink salmon
carcasses were observed in the dry streambed (Figure 2). We walked about 1,500 linear feet up
the stream to an 8-foot high barrier (Figure 3). Water was flowing in the upper reach of the
stream. About 50 adult pink salmon were observed spawning in the flowing water. The
unnamed tributary will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.
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We walked down West Fork Twin Creek to Unit 2013-13. We walked up an unnamed tributary
to West Fork Twin Creek and observed about 150 adult pink salmon spawning and carcasses
were present. We also walked up the tributary to the main unnamed tributary and observed 10
adult pink salmon carcasses (Figure 4). The streams were about 700 linear feet. The streams
headwaters flow from springs under the forest floor (Figure 5). The streams will be nominated
to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We walked down West Fork Twin Creek in Unit 2013-13 to another unnamed tributary. We
walked up the unnamed tributary about 500 linear feet. We observed about 15 adult pink salmon
spawning. The stream headwaters flow from a spring under the forest floor. The stream will be
nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We walked down West Fork Twin Creek in Unit 2013-13 to another unnamed tributary. We
walked up the unnamed tributary about 300 linear feet. I used an electrofisher to sample the
stream. We captured 7 juvenile coho salmon (50-100 mm F L). The stream headwaters flow
from a spring under the forest floor. The stream will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters
Catalog.

On the morning of September 20, we returned to West Fork Twin Creek in Unit 2013-53 and
sampled another unnamed tributary. We observed about 150 adult pink salmon spawning and
pink salmon carcasses in the lower reach. I used an electrofisher in reaches with no live pink
salmon (Figure 6). We captured 4 juvenile coho salmon (40-65 mm FL). About 1,500 linear
feet of the stream was sampled. We ended the survey where the stream gradient became a
barrier to fish passage. The stream will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog. We
sampled a tributary to the main unnamed tributary. No salmon were captured or observed.

We drove to an unnamed tributary to Roslyn Creek. We walked up an unnamed tributary about
I mile. We observed about 5,000 adult pink salmon spawning and carcasses were present.

We sampled about 100 linear feet of an unnamed tributary to the main tributary (Figure 7). The
sampling ended at a barrier. Five Dolly Varden were captured. No length measurements were
taken for the Dolly Varden.

We walked down the main tributary about 1,300 linear feet and sampled another unnamed
tributary to the main tributary. We sampled about 1,700 linear feet until the stream gradient
became a barrier to fish passage. We captured 4 juvenile coho salmon (50 mm FL). We
observed 25 adult pink salmon spawning. The stream will be nominated to the Anadromous
Waters Catalog.

We walked down the main tributary about 1,000 linear feet and sampled another unnamed
tributary to the main tributary. We sampled about 70 linear feet until the stream gradient became
a barrier to fish passage. No juvenile salmon were captured. We observed 10 adult pink salmon
carcasses. The stream will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

The ADF&G is currently planning on returning to Kodiak for a sampling effort in October 2013.
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Figure 1. Pink salmon in Sequel Point Creek.
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Figure 3. Jodi Estrada, ADF&G below barrier in unnamed tfbutary West Fork Twin Creek.
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Figure 4. Unnamed tributary West Fork Twin Creek.
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F1gure 5. Spring ﬂowmg from forest floor in unnamed tributary West Fork Twin Creek
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