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MEMORANDUM

Michael Daigneault
Central Region
Regional Supervisor

DATE:

PHONE NO:

State of Alaska
Department of Fish and Game

Division of Habitat

August 29,2013

267-2813

FROM: WillFrost Pf
Habitat Biologist

SUBJECT: AKSSF AWC Survey: Afognak Island
August 2013

On August 19 to 2I,2013, I joined Keith Coulter, Koncor, Greg Harris, Afognak Native
Corporation (ANC), and Ryan Snow, Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) on
Afognak Island for the purpose of sampling waters in the area of proposed harvest activities to
document the presence of anadromous fish. The information gathered will be used to submit
official nominations for inclusion in the Anadromous Waters Catalog and its companion Atlas.
Inclusion in the Anadromous Waters Catalog will conserve salmon habitat by providingthe 66-
foot riparian retention area protection required under the Forest Resources and Practices Act
(FRPA). A water body listed in the Anadromous Waters Catalog is also afforded additional
protection under State law at AS 16.05.871. The weather conditions were cloudy and cool.
Because of a flight delay leaving Anchorage, no sampling was conducted August 19.

On the morning of August 20,Mr. Harris, Mr. Snow and I drove the 2I0 Road to Stream No.
252-31-10007 (Figure 1). Timber on lands managed by Koniag Native Corporation will be
harvested in the future and Mr. Harris requested the ADF&G confirm the presence of a ba:rier to
fish passage below the proposed timber units. We observed about 10 adult pink salmon in the
lower reach of the stream. We used an electrofisher to sample about 2,500 linear feet of the
stream. We captured three juvenile coho salmon (85-95 mm fork length (FL)) (Figure 2). We
captured 2 Dolly Varden about 255 mm FL (Figure 3). The Dolly Varden were likely
anadromous. We located a2l-foot high barrier about 3,000 linear feet above Izhut Bay (Figure
4). The pink salmon and anadromous Dolly Varden will be nominated for update to the
Anadromous Waters Catalog.

We drove the 210 Road to an unnamed stream that flows into Saposa Bay. Timber on lands
managed by Koniag Native Corporation will be harvested in the future and Mr. Haris requested
the ADF&G confirm the presence of a ba:rier to fish passage exists below the proposed timber
units. We walked to the bay and observed 2 adultpink salmon in the stream about 150 linear
feet above the bay. We continued upstream about 1,000 linear feet and observed about 25 Dolly
Varden with an estimated length of 200-300 mm fork length (FL) The Dolly Varden were
likely anadromous. Directly upstream of the Dolly Varden was a 7-feethigh barrier (Figure 5).
The u:rnamed stream will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog for pink salmon and
anadromous Dollv Varden.
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On the morning of August 2l,we drove the 520 Road to Unit N-29. The unit is located on land
managed by Koncor. We sampled an unnamed stream and tributary to the stream that flows into
Izhut Bay (Figure 6). We observed about 8 adult pink salmon 300linear feet above the stream
mouth. We continued up the unnamed tributary about 1,500 linear feet. We captured about 35
juvenile coho salmon (45-75 mm FL) (Figure 7). We ended the survey when we entered a
previously harvested unit that may have been over 25 years old. No riparian retention area was
present (Figure 8).

We walked back to the unnamed stream and sampled about 1,700 linear feet to a 25-foot high
barrier (Figure 9). We observed 2 adult pink salmon and captured 20 juvenile coho salmon (55-
65 mm Fl). We captured 45 Dolly Varden (45-115 mm FL). The unnamed stream and tributary
stream will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog for pink salmon and coho salmon.

The ADF&G is currently planning on returning to Afognak for a sampling effort in September
2013.

S. Schrof, ADF&G
L. Van Dale, ADF&G
N. Svoboda, ADF&G
D. Tracy, ADF&G
T. Polum, ADF&G
A. Ott, ADF&G
C. Curtis, ADF&G
K. Hanley, ADEC
J. Winters, ADOF
B. Cassidy, KIB
B. Scholze, KIB
K. Coulter, Koncor
G. Harris, ANC
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Stream No 252-31-10007. View lookins downstream.

Figure 2. Juvenile coho salmon captured in StreamNo 252-31-10007.
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Figure 3. Anadromous Dolly Varden captured in Stream No 252-31-10007.

Figure 4 . Barier in Sheam No 252-3 1 - 1 0007. View looking upstream.
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Figure 5. Barrier in unnamed stream, Saposa Bay.
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Fizure 6. Unnamed streams, Izhut Bay. Main stream to left and fiibutary to right.

Figure 7. Coho salmon captured in unnamed tributary stream, IzhutBay.
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Figure 8.

1 August 29,2013

Old harvest unit adiacent to unnamed ffibutary stream. Izhut Bay.
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Figure 9. Will Frost, Habitat Biologist below barrier in unnamed stream, Izhut Bay.
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