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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

Department of Fish and Game
Division of Habitat

Michael Daigneault DATE: May 2, 2013
Central Region
Regional Supervisor

PHONE NO:  267-2813

Will Frost W/J SUBJECT:  AKSSF AWC Survey: Afognak Island
Habitat Biologist April 2013

On April 22 through 24, 2013, I Joined Keith Coulter, Koncor, Greg Harris, Afognak Native
Corporation (ANC), Brian Rupp, TransPac, and Josh Brekken, Alaska Department of Fish and
Game (ADF&G) on Afognak Island for the purpose of sampling waters in the area of proposed
harvest activities to document the presence of anadromous fish. The information gathered will
be used to submit official nominations for inclusion in the Anadromous Waters Catalog and its
companion Atlas. Inclusion in the Anadromous Waters Catalog will conserve salmon habitat by
providing the 66-foot riparian retention area protection required under the Forest Resources and
Practices Act (FRPA). A water body listed in the Anadromous Waters Catalog is also afforded
additional protection under State law at AS 16.05.871. The weather conditions were rain
becoming clear and cool.

On the afternoon of April 22, Mr. Harris, Mr. Brekken, and I drove the 1100 Road to Stream No.
251-82-10060. We used an electrofisher to sample the stream from the 1100 road upstream to
the end of the specified reach. Because of ice in the stream, limited habitat was sampled
(Figures 1 and 2). We captured four Juvenile coho salmon (55-95 mm Fork Length (FL)). We
captured 10 Dolly Varden (70 to 120 mm F L). About 20 sculpin were also captured (Figure 3).
The juvenile coho salmon will be updated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog. The reach above
the specified portion of the stream will be sampled in May 2013.

On the morning of April 23, Mr. Rupp, Mr. Brekken, and I drove to a new alignment of the 1125
Road. We walked downstream from the road to sample an unnamed tributary to Paramanof
River (Stream No. 251-40-10030). Ice in the stream restricted sampling (Figure 4). We
continued downstream to the old 1125 Road and located a perched 24-inch culvert. About 350
feet below the road we located a 30-foot high barrier about 900 feet above the Paramanof River
(Figure 5). The stream below the barrier was partially ice free. We sampled below the barrier to
the Paramanof River. No fish were captured or observed. The reach below the barrier will be re-
sampled later in the 2013 field season.

We walked to an unnamed tributary of Paramanof River (Stream No. 251-40-10030-2008).
About 600 feet above the specified reach is an 8-foot high barrier. We walked downstream to
the Paramanof River and sampled the stream. No fish were captured or observed. The reach
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below the barrier will be re-sampled later in the 2013 field season. I used a hand-held Garmin
GPS to correct the specified location of the stream. The correct stream location will be updated
to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

On the morning of April 24, Mr. Brekken and I drove the 930 Road to Unit 063 located on land
managed by Koncor. We sampled an unnamed stream and pond that flows into Duck Bay
(Figures 6 and 7). Sampling captured one Dolly Varden (75 mm FL). Because the stream enters
the bay and there is no physical barrier at the beach, pink salmon may use the stream. The
ADF&G recommends the stream be provided with a riparian retention area.

We drove to the headwaters of Stream No. 252-32-10040. The stream is located in Unit 0122.
We assessed access to a lake located above the specified reach. Because of limited time, the
unspecified reach will be sampled in May 2013.

We drove to an unnamed tributary of Little Afognak River (Stream No. 252-32-10010) in Unit
054. The stream flows between a pond and a lake (Figures 8 and 9). The lake flows into Little
Afognak River. We captured two juvenile coho salmon (55-110 mm FL) and one rainbow trout
(70 mm FL). The unnamed stream will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

The ADF&G is currently planning on returning to Afognak for a sampling effort in May 2013.
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Figure 1. Ice in Stream No. 251-82-10060. View looking upstream
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Figure 2. Ice in Stream No. 251-82-10060. View looking upstream.
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Figure 3. Sculpin captured in Stream No. 251-82-10060.
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Figure 4. Ice in an unnamed tributary to the Paramanof River.

Figure 5. Barrier in unnamed tributary to the Paramanof River.
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Figure 7. Unnamed Pond adjacent to Unit 063.
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Fgure 8. Unnamed tributary of Little Afognak River.
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