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"Lover's Creek" - juv. coho salmon and rainbow trout captured

= AWC Streams



On August 14, 2012, ADFG personnel, Josh Brekken, and ADOT personnel drove the length of the road
between Iliamna and the Newhalen River near Nondalton to assess culverts for proposed upgrades and
potential fish passage issues. Conditions were windy (10-15 knots), partly sunny, and 55°F.

During the trip, four culverts on the east side of the Newhalen River were inspected. ADF&G recorded
habitat characteristics and conducted minnow trapping. Four minnow traps were set in two non-cataloged
streams crossed by the road. Fish were captured in all four of the traps. Site specifics and trapping results
are discussed below by site and are included to support nomination of these streams to the ADF&G
Anadromous Waters Catalog and Atlas. Maps and field notes are also included to support nominations.

Lover’s Creek

The Iliamna-Nondalton road crosses Lover’s Creek at 59.83178°N and 154.88741°W. The culvert
appears to be passable to both juvenile and adult fish. The stream at this location is swift, dominated by
riffle habitat (especially downstream of the crossing). The substrate is dominated by gravels with some
cobbles. Upstream of the culvert the stream is a single channel and downstream of the culvert it exists as
multiple channels. The riparian area is thickly vegetated with trees and shrubs. Suitable spawning and

rearing habitat for salmonids is present upstream and downstream of the culvert. Stream temperature was
8°C at 0930.

One minnow trap was set downstream of the culvert (about 250 feet from the Newhalen River) and one
trap was set about 100 feet upstream of the culvert at 0930 and 945, and retrieved at 1345 and 1400
respectively. One 49 mm coho salmon was captured downstream of the crossing. Five coho salmon
(ranging from 95 mm to 112 mm fork length) and one 96 mm rainbow trout were captured upstream
of the culvert.

Lover’s Creek: Stream habitat downstream of crossing (looking downstream).



Lover’s Creek: Substrate upstream of crossing.

Lover’s Creek: Coho salmon captured in minnow trap.
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