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Notcs un tlorcr smelt migrations. Naknek River Drainage. 1974-2010. Bv- fuchard llussell

Dec. I I, 1974

Dac.20,1974

Dec. 2l, 1974

D*.22,1974

Jan. 18, 1975

lan.25,1975

Apr.30, 1976

Jan.0l, 1977

Dec.03, 1977

Apr. 13, 1979

Feb. 18, 1984

Jan. 14, 1985

May 05, l9E6

May 06, 1986

I creel-censused 2 parties of fisbermen on the Naknek River at King Salmon

fishing through-the-ice for boreal smelt.
I caught 12 boreal smelt in l-hour of ice-fishing near "FAA Rock" in the
Naknek River at King Salmon today. I used a tiny silver Lujon jig.
I caught 36 boreal smelt in I hour while fishing through thc icc ofthe Naknek
River near "FAA-Rock", King Salmon.
I caught 67 boreal smelt in Naknek Rivcr ncar the Fish & Gamc boat laurrch

ramp at King Salmon today...using hook & line...in I hour of fishing.

I caught 99 boreal smelt through the ice in the Naknek River...near the ADF&G
boat ramp at King Salmon...in 2 angler-hours jieging with a silver Lujon spoon.

Three ofus caught 340 boreal smelt in 9 angler hours at FAA Rock in the

Nalnek River at King Salmon today. We werc jigging through the ice.

I saw boreal smelt spawning today in King Salmon Creek

First boreal smelt angting through the ice in the Naknek River this winter (at

FAA Rock)...good catch.
Good bor€al smelt fishing through the ice in the Naknek River at King Salmon

today.

This afternoon Don Bill & I electro.shml'd Lrsdcr Crcek {n Na&nek River
tributary) using a Smith-Root Type-V Backpack elecbo-shocker rmit. We fished
(shocked) for 278 seconds at and below the Alaska Peninsula Highway bridge
at King Salmon and caught t Dolly Varden (S-inches), 8 borcal smelt spawners
(3-4.5 inches), I chinook salnron fingerling,3 coho fingerlings, 33 sticklebacks
(9-Spined), & 2 Alaska blackfish.

Air temperature at King Salmon was -9oF at 1000 hours. The Naknek River ice
depth is l8 inches now at FAA Rock ncar King Salmon. Marilyn Russell csught
her first borcal smclt in the Naknek River today..jigging through the ice with a
silver Lujon (photo).

.lce fishing l'cr smclt was good today ar several locations along the Naknek River
roday...at Big Crcelc mou6, Paul's Crcck bridge, & FAA Rock.

Thert are thousands of boreal smell spawning now in the lowcr 3 miles of King
Salmon Creek.
Boreal smelt were spawning heavily in the lower 2-3 miles of King Salmon



Creek...uptoatle€stRussellHous€,Manyglaucous.wingedgullswerediving
and feeding on them in a near feeding frenzy (photos).

Feb. 05, l9E9 Air ternpcrature was l5oF at 080O hours in King Salmon. I spent I hour smelt

fishing (igging) through the ice of the Naknek River near FAA Rock at King

Salmon. Caught 5l boreal smelt ranging in length fiom 4'5-8.5 inches' Several

were Prc-sPowners...and two had fish remains in their stomachs' The ice depth in

the Naknek River was about 30 inches.

Feb. 08, 1989 Jim Faro and I went smelt fishing in the Naknek River near FAA Rock' We

caught 60 boreal smelt in 1.5 rngler hours. Saw 4 other anglers'

May 01, 1990

Apr. 16, l99l

May 06, 1992

May 09, 1992

May ll, 1992

Mty 12,1992

May 13, 1992

ll'/,ay 14,1992

Apr. ll, 1993

Apr.24, 1993

Apr.25,1993
Apr.27, 1993

Hundreds of glaucous-winged gulls were working King Salmon Creek' feeding

on spawning smelt all day.

This morning I drove from King Salmon to Paradisc Point from wherc I saw

about 3ffi gulls (both mew & glawous-winged), I I bald eagles' many cotnmon

mergansers, & red-breasted mergansers...& I noriced that smelt were being

heavily fed upon at the mouth of Big Croct by the gulls & eagles.

I saw glaucous-winged gulls feeding on boreal smelt that are spawning now in
King Salmon Creek below the Alaska Peninsula Highuay bridge.

From Russoll House, King Salmon Creck, I saw glaucous-winged gulls

continuing to feed on spawning smelt in tbe creek today.

Thc smelt moved up King Salmon Creek to ths bend above Russell House this

afternoon and I saw about 40G500 gulls (both mew & glaucous-winged) diving

and Hing on them this evening. I took a couple photos of the fceding frenzy.

From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 900'1,000 gulls (mew &
glaucous-winged) feeding on spauming boreal smelt in King Salmon Creek in
the creek in front ofmy house this evening.

From Russcll House, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 300 glaucous-winged

gulls still harassing the spawning boreal srnelt in the fie€k.
The boreal smelt spewning in King Salmon Creek has apparently slackened'off

as the flocks of glaucous-winged gulls have dispersed and now only a couple

dozen are patrolling the creek.

From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 4 bald eagles, & 25 glaucous-

winged gulls. The gulls were catching spawning boreal smelt migrating up

King Salrnon Crcek past my home.
Smelt are spawning in the lower mile of King Salmon Creek today and the

glaucous-winged gulls are feeding heavily on them.
Smelt arc still spawning in tho lower 2 miles of King Salmon Creek.

I saw about 300 gulls (mosly glaucous-winged) feeding on smelt in the

lower 3 miles of King Salmon Creek this evening. Smelt are inhabiting the creek

as far upstream as the next bend above Russell House.



Apr. 30, 1993

May 01, 1993

Apr.29, 1994

May 02, 1995

May 03, 1995

Mar.24, 1996

Apr.29, 1996

Apr. 30, 1996

May 01, 1996

t996
1996

May 07, 1996

Apt.28,1997

May 02,
May 03,

From Russell House, King Salmon Creeh I saw 2 bald eagles' 2 common

merg8r €Is, about 30O glaucous-winged gulls, about 50 mew gulls, & boreal

smelt. The smelt are still spawning in the lower 3 miles of King Salmon Creek

and the gulls are feeding heavily on schools ofthese fish as they migrate up the

strearn.
Fmm Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 420 gulls (mostly glaucous'

winged) feeding on spawning boreal sm€lt this aftemoon.

The borcal smelt have b€gun to spawn today in King Salmon Creek near Russell

House.

From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw noted that the borcal smelt

have moved up King Salmon Creek as far as the first bend upstream of Russell

Hous€ to spawn...and gulls were observed feeding on them.

From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 100 glaucous-winged gulls

feeding on smclt, and 1 osprey fishing the creek this evening' The osprey caugltt

a small fish (smelt ?) and was then hamssed by a glaucous'winged gull as it
flew off with the fish.

I rlrovc' l'ront King Salmon to Rapids Camp lrom where I walked up into the

lower end of the Naknek River'Rapids" this aftemoon' During the hike I saw a

d€d boeal vnelt along &e river.
The boreal smelt began spawning in King Salmon Creek below Russell House

this aftemoon.
Fmm Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 200 glaucous-winged gulls' 5

common mergansem, 2 bald eagles, & 3 mew gulls Smelt continued spawning

in King Salmon Creek right in front of Russell House...and lors of gulls were

diving on them. Some gulls werc still flying the creek until well after dark.

From Russcll House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 125 glaucous-winged gulls' & 3

bald eagles. I watched the gulls diving into King Salmon Creek & brinpng up

boreal smelt which they quickly swallowed.
Boreal smelt are still spswdng in King Sa.lmon Creek'
From Russell house, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 250 glaucous-winged gulls

chasing spawning boreal smelt in the creek this moming.
From Ruseell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 8 common mergansers today.

Boreal smelt spawning appears to be about over as the gull activity has

decreqs€d dramatically in lower 3 miles of King Salmon Creek. I did see the

comrnon mergans€rs get into a school of smelt though right in front of Russell

House.

The boreal smelt nrn entered King Salmon Creek to spawn this moming and this

activity drove the gtaucous-winged gulls into a frantic feeding frenry in front of
Russell House (2.5 miles upstr€am from the stresm mouth). At times I saw 50G
600 gulls (nearly all Gtaucous-wingd) citcling over tlre crcck in front of my

living-room windows. I took s€veral photos ofthe feeding activity. I saw several



Apr.29, 1997

Apr.24, 1998

Apr.25, 1998

Apr.26, 1998

Apr.29, 1998

gulls carch and quickly swallow the 4-8 inch smelt' There were 5'6 bald eagles

iirculating over the stream also looking for feeding opportunities. The sttam
waler t€mpetan[€ at 2100 hours was 44oF. This evening I walked along the

stream and watched the smelt migra:ting rapidly upstream. They were moving in

a nearly continuous band, 3-5 fish wide, near the stream bank. I caught one with

my hands, a ripe fernale, and brought it home to eat. They werc flipping at the

surface in the pool at the head ofthe bend right in front ofmy house, several at a

time.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 3 bald eagles, & about 230

glaucous-winged gulls patrolling the cr€€k' Crcek temp€rature was 44oF at 1300

hours. Borcal smelt continucd migra.ting up King Salmon Creek past Russell

House...and the glarrcous-winged gulls continued exploiting them for food.

From Russell House, King Salmon Crwh I saw about 550 glaucous-winged

gulls today. The boreal smelt migrated up King Salmon Creek in a big surge

today. The creek v/ater tempsratur€ at 1430 hours was 42'F. I dieneued 3E

boreel smelt in 30 minutes from the creek in front ofmy house this afternoon.

They ranged in fork-lenglh fiom 169 to 234 mm (mean length was 193 mn).
The sex-ratio was 34 males to 4 females. All the males had a very mugh leathery

feel to their skin whilc all the females were smooth and slippery to the torrch.

The females were the 4 smallest fish in the sample. All the males were ripe.

Three of thc four fernales wer€ ripe...one was immature'
From Rus.sell House, King Salmon Crcek I noticed the boreal smelt are still
migrating up the creck today. King Salmon Creek water temperatur€ was 43"F at

1400 hours. This afternoon I donned my Polaroid suuglasses and walked up

King Salnron Creek monitoring the smelt upmigration. Mang thousands of thenr

were enroute up the crcek. I followed tMr from my houce (lffiles upstrEor|

ftorn the cr*k moulh) on up b the Air Fo(ce's wdff no[itoriDg, g €e ltr/o
bends upst€am of Vem Aqnarr's housc. I lell the creek there as I r*'asn't

prcpared lbr a long hikc upstream today. 'nrry were $ill goi[8 upstresr| en'
mlFse 8t fhtrr FitrL I saw where rivcr otteni had eaten two smelt leaving only thc

hc-drls ur t$c sht ni. I utc llcsh snrclt for dinncr...some that I dipped yesaniay.

Boi€al smelt ar€ still migrating up King Salmon Creek.

Fmm Russell House, King Salmon Creck, I saw about 4O0 glaucous'winged
gulls, 2 bald eagles, I comrnon mergansEr, & 3 me'x gulls patro\littg tl'e ueek
today...probably seeking spawning smelt. I drove Fom King Salmtrn to [,ake

Camp, & Rapids Camp to watch wildlife. From RaFde caop t,4mo I
saw a mixed flock of about 450 gulls (glatrcota-wingel & mew) eucy sctively
working the lower "Rapids" picking on a downstr€am moving school offish
(most likcly boreal smelt).

At King Salmon Creek, Nakne\ River tributary. Dave & Pat Price. Joc

Sheridan, & I rcsumed floaring & l'ishing at l0OO hours. Floated until | 900

hours covering about 7 milcs. Along the stream I saw a sc{tool ofboreal smelt

June 30, 1999



Apr.25,20O0

Apr. 26,2000

Apr.28,2000

May 03,2000

Mar. 06,2001

Apr. 16,200t

Apr. t7,2001

Apr. 15, 2003

Apr 20, 2003

May 02, 2003

May 04,2003

fiy in a crelch of walcr Eboul 15-16 sacam nil€s upd€aur ftom the Naknck

Rivet-King Salmon Crc*. codluercc. They were over a sandy botlom nc.u a

debris pile along thc stream bank...tin."- little slivers with big cyes

Glaucous-winged gulls are still feeding on smelt at the mouth of King Salmon

Creek today.
The boreal smelt have moved up King Salmon Creek to Bill Tolb€rt's Bend a

half-mile downsueam from my house today.

From Russell Housc, King Salmon Creek, I saw 250 glaucous-winged gulls

Hing on the boreal smelt when they reached my bend in King Salmon Creek.

I saw a flock of glaucous-winged gulls still feeding on smelt al the Alaska

Peninsula Highway bridge over King Salmon Creek.

I drove from King Salmon to Rapids Camp u'here I donned my oaulked boots

and hiked across Rapidr Camp tagoon to the lower fiehir4'nrarlcr tslsd. Thc

Lagoon is stjlJ abour 8(P./o [razen-ovet -bul the ice is thin & rotten. Found

a dead boreal srnelt along the Naknek River shallows.

Fmm Russell House, King Salmon Creek I saw 25 glaucous'winged gulls...and

I saw lots of glaucous-winged gulls circling over at the King Salmon Creek

highway b,ridge...signaling that the spring spawning upmigration of boreal smelt

in the creek has begun.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 300 glaucous-winged
gulls circting over the creek today...a sure sign the smelt are upmigrating.

I drovc tom King Salmon to Naknek this morning. Enroute I noliced I larBe

flock of glaucous-winged gulls (about 100 birds) circling over Po'rl'r Crtdi just

upstream fiom where the Alaska Peninsula Highway crosses the creek. The

boreal smelt must have begun to migrate up Paul's Creek...thus athacting the

gulls to feed.
I walked up King Salmon Creek from my house to the bend above Vcra
Angasan's house where I fished for 20 minutes using a unall silver spinner.

Caught and retairrcd one lGinch prespawn male rainbow tsout. It had 4 caddis

larva and 2 partially digested boreal smelt in its stomach. One of the smelt was

a pre-spawn female.
I walked down to King Salmon Creek in front of my lrouse this afternoon and

found a dead 7-irrch boreal smelt along the bank. The spawning run has

apparently begun in the strcar..
This afternoon I saw a flock of about 80 glaucous-winged gulls diving into King
Satmon Creek on the bend just below my home...apparently feeding on an

upmigrating school of boreal smell. The action moved upstream a few hundred
yards but then terminated after about 45 minutes.,.so it must have been an

isolated school of smelt rather than a continuous band of migrants'

l.c Kiltret saw nurnersnrs horea! smelt in King Salmon Cnck tt thc South

Barrel Bluffs this morning.
Mw 01.2O(14



Feb. 07.2005

Apr.29,2005

May 01,2005

May I0,2006

May I l,2006

May 12,2006

Apr-26,20()7

May 04,2007

May 05,2([7

t hiked 3 miles up King Salmon Crcek on th€ ice from Russell House this
moming. Near Vera Angasan's Cabin I saw some surfac€ water that had gushed

up through a crack in the ice...and in a stretch about a foot deep I noticed a lone

3-inch boreal smelt swimming. It had no cover under which to hide so I was

able to observe it at length. tt had apparently swam up the stream beneath the

icc and gotten flushcd out on top when the pressrue crack ruptured. I was not
previously aware that boreal smelt migrated up the sream this early in the year.

From Russell House, King Salmon Creeh I saw about 150 glaucous-winged
gulls patolling over the stream today...appartntly the boreal smclt run has

begun moving up the creek.
King Salmon Creek at the South Banel Bluffs is reportedly full of boreal smelt
migrating upstream oday...per Smoky of Chugach Development Corp. There
werc about 300 glaucous-winged gulls working the area from jus upstream of
my house down to one bend above the Alaska Peninsula Highway Bridge
catching smelt nearly all day.

I saw about 75 glaucous-winged gulls orbiting over the Alaska Peninsula
Highway Bridge over King Salmon Creek this moming. The boreal smelt
migration up the creek has commenced. Latet I saw about 150 gulls circling
over the stream in front of Russell House about 2 miles above the stream mouth.
From Russell House, King Salmon Crcel' I saw about 90 glaucous-winged
gulls diving into the sbeafir in s€arch of borcal smelt this affernoon.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw about | 5 glaucous-winged
gulls diving into thc stream in search of boreal smelt today. Saw about 150 gulls
orbiting over thc sbeam near the South Banel Bluffs this moming.

This afternoon I drovc from King Salmon to Rapids Camp whete I counted 502
glaucous-winged gulls along the Naknek River at 1610-1715 hours...smclt must
be gathcring there.
Fmm Russell House, King Salmon Crcck, I saw I glaucous-winged gull
patrolling over the creek today. This evening I drove from King Salmon to
Rapids Camp where I saw 1,000 gtaucous-winged gulls along the Naknek River
at 2000-2100 hours. They appeared to be f'ecding on small fish schooled at the
base of the tlrknek River R4rids...pobably boreal smelt spawnen...but dso
possibl;' ernorgenl pinh salmon sac-Ii1'. Several times I saw large feeding
frenzies in progress but the birds were too distant for me to identift the prey

sp€cics. Th€ feeding didn't s€em to extend upriver ofthe "Flats" at the base of
tlrc'Rapids".
This wening I dmve from King Salmon to Rapids Camp where (counting by
lO's) I saw approximately 1,500 glaucous-winged gulls along the Naknek River
ar 2000-2100 hours. Ttrey were feeding on small ftsh schooled at the base ofthe
Naknek River Rapids...pmbably boreal smelt spa.wrrers. I saw largp feeding
frenzies in progress several times. These drdn't seem to extend upriver of th€
"Flats" at the base ofthe "Rapids". This factor plus the timing of the frsh
availability strongly suggests that spawning boreal smelt are the rarget sp€cies.



May 06, 2007

}'/^ay O7,2OO7

May I l, 2fi)7

May I2,2007

May 13,20O7

Mar. 06,2008

Pink salmon fry would also be available farther uprivcr ifthey were out in the
numbers to suppod such feeding activity.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 50 glaucous-winged gulls
assaulting schools ofboreal smelt thal wer€ migrating up the creek in front of
my home at 1615 & 1930 hours today. Watched onc gull swallow a l2-inch
Dolly Varden that was probably also targeting the smelt nrn. The bird had to
work to get the entire fish ingestcd but maaaged to do so over the span ofabout
2 minutes. This aftemoon I drove from King Salmon to Rapids Camp where
(counting by lO's) I saw approxirnalely 1,0fi) glaucow-winged gulls along the
Naknek Rivcr at 1450-1600 houn. Aggin they *'cre fHing on small fish
schoolcd at fie bsse of thc Nalnek River R.rpids...prubably boreal smelt
spawners. I saw large fe.eding frenzies in progrcss scveral limes. Again the
feeding didn't seem to extend upriver of the "Flats" at the base ofthe "Rapids'.
This factor plus the timing of ttre fish availability (tlrcy are migrating up King
Salmon Crcel today) sbongly sugg€sts that boreal smelt spawners arc the target
species.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 140 glaucous-winged
gulls attacking schools of boreal sm€lt that were migra.ting up the creek in front
ofmy home all aftemoon today. Saw several dive into the sfearn and ernerge
with smelt in their bllls...the fish wer€ quickly ingested. This evening I drove
from King Salmon to Rapids Camp wlrere (counting by l0's) I mw roughly
1.480 glaucous-winged gulls along the Naknek River at l9lG22l5 hours. Once
again thel were feeding on small fish (probably borcal smelt spawners) at thc
bos6 of thc Na&n€k River Ra$ds. On sevcral occasions I saw large feeding
lie.ruies wilh multiple gul,ls diving into the river to retrieve small fish. Agein the
feeding didn't seem to extend upriver of the "Flats'at the base ofthe'Rapids".
This factor plus the timing of thc fish availability (the.y are still migrating up
King Salmon Creek today) strongl] suggests that boreal smelt spawners arc the
urget species. John Kluck, a local rpo:l-fshi''g guide, confirmd the prercrrce of
a huge school of borcal smeh spawning at thc basc ofthc "R4ids" in thc
Nalnek River today.
Irum Russell House, King Salmon Crcclq I saw abour 60 glaucous-winged gulls
diving for smelt in the creek in front of my home today.
Fmm Russell House, King Saknon Creek I cormted 108 glaucous-winged gulls
patrolling the crEek in front of my home today.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 36 glaucous-winged gulls
patolling the creek in front of my home today.

This moming I dmve to the Naknek River at King Salmon where I spent from
120G1330 hours fishing through-the-ice ofthe rivcr with hook & line to catch
boteal @ainbow) smelt for the USFWS genetic samples requested by Cheryl
Dion. I caught 100 smelt therc opposite'FAA Rock". I brought thcm home,
measured them for Standard Fork length in mm, eexed them, detemined their
stage of maturity, & collected the dorsal fin off each fish. Tlrc fins were then
preserved in small vials ofethanol for shipment to Cheryl in Anchorage.



Mar.07,2008

May 07,2008

May 09,2008

May 10,2008

May 05, 2009

May 06,2009

Fish lengths in mm were as follows:
Males-163, 1'12, 174, 174,175,l7S, 177,178,179,179, 179,180, 180, 180,
183, 183, 183, r83, 183, 184, 184, 185, lEs, 186, 186, rE7, 187, lE9, 190, 190,
re0, 190, 190, 191, r9l, l9l, l9l,193, t94, 195, 195, 196, 196, 198, t99,200,
200, 201, 203, 205, 205, 2M, 21 1, 213, 2t 4, 21 5, 21 6, 216, 2t7...n = 59...mean
lengtlt = 134 mm. Some werc alrcady developing their rough skin texture for
mating.
Females-l70, 176, 180, 180, 183, 185, 185, lE5, 186, l8E, l8E, 190, 190, 192,
193, 193, 194, 195, 195, 196, 196, 198, 199,200,200,200,200,2W,201,202,
202, 202, 204, 205, 2l l, 212, 212, 220, 225, 228, 243...n = 4l...mean lenEth =
198 mm. All the females' skin textues werc smooth and slippery.
All these 100 smelt were matur€ pre-spawn individuals. Several had leeches
attEphed. Two had large teeth marks on their sides where they had been raked by
some predator. CPS Coordinates of the capturc location were 58o40'.048N, &
156"39'.577W.
This morning I rch.rmed to the Naknek River near "FAA Rock" at King Salmon
where I caught and sampled (donal fin-clipped) 3 more boreal (Rainbow)
smelt',.a 134 mm immature female, and two prespawn males at lEO, & l8l mm
respectively. The Bristol Bay Borough School Distict had a smelting outing in
progr€ss for tleir Pre-school children and they permitted me to clip the dorsal
fins from 97 of the smelt that they & their chaperones caught. Elders- Marie
Alvarez & Rose Mikkelson were very helpful in supplying many of the frsh.
Thus I was able to complete the 200 fish sample the USFWS requested. I only
measured the 3 fish that I caught today. The ice was about 3O-inches deep on the
river today. We smelted on the tail of thc outgoine ebb tide.
From Russ€ll House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 32 glaucous-winged gulls
pabolling the creek in front ofmy home at I345 hours today. It appcars thc
boreal smelt nrn into the creek has commenced.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creelq I saw 53 glaucous-winged gulls
patrolling the creek in front of my hom€ tday.
From Russell House, King Salmon Crcek, I saw mew gulls catching and
sn'all<rring boreal snrclt Aorn tho srcuk in Iitrrt of nr1, homc r<xlay.

At the Alasks Peninsula Highway bridge over King Salmon Creek I saw about
20 glaucous-winged gulls diving for upmigrating smclt this morning. From
Russell House, King Salmon Crcek, I saw 6 glaucors-winged gulls pau,olling
the creek today. From the State Dock af King Salmon I saw glaucous-winged
gulls along the Naknek River at 1300 hours.
From Russell Hous€, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 20O glaucous-winged
gulls patolling the creek today. From thc Fish & Game Dock at King Salmon I
saw more glarrous-winged gulls along the Naknek River at l l00 hours.

This afternoon I drove ftom King Salmon to Naknek. While crossing the Paul's
Croek bridge I noticed 5 glaucous-winged gulls patrolling the creek a short
distance upsheam. Tlre borcal smelt spawning migmtion up Paul's Creek has

Apr. 30,2010



May 05,2010

May 06,2010

May 07,2010

May 08,2010

May 09,2010

probably just begun.
The borsl smelt spawning migration up King Salmon Crcek has begun. I saw
about 35 glarrcous-winged gulls foraging on them near Bert Tolbert's home
about 2 stream miles up the crcek above its confluence with the Naknck River
this moming.
Boreal smelt were obscrved migrating up King Salmon Crc€k past my house this
aftemoon. I collectcd 5 pre-spawn males with hook & line to s€nd to ADF&G-
Fairbanks (Marinc Mammals Section) for their usc in establishing a "Known-
sample" from the Naknek Rivcr drainage for use in future analysis of marine
nitrogen in Beluga whate tissue samples. Approximately 80 glaucous-winged
gulls were parrolling the creek attempting to forage on the upmigrating smelt in
front ofmy home.
Borcal smelt continued their spa*ning migration past my house on King Salmon
Creek today. I counted 47 glaucous-winged gulls fonging oo them in front ofmy
house.
Boreal smelt continued their spawning migration past my house on King Salmon
Creek today. I counted l8 glaucou+winged gulls still foraging on tlrem in ftont
of my house.
The boreal smelt migration up King Salmon Creek past my housc has appar€ntly
ended for the spring. I only saw 2 glaucous-winged gulls patrolling the creek
today in search of them.



STATE CIF AIASKA
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

Division of Spott Fish

May 6, 2010

To: Richard Russell
P.O. Box 66
King Salmon, AK 99613

From: J. Johnson
AWC Project Biologist

Dear Richard:

Thank for your willingness to assist the department with revisions to the AWC. Encloscd are three
nomination forms with maps from King Salmon Creek, the Naknek River, and Egegik River. Please
provide as much information as possible regarding your observations of rainbow smelt in these water
bodies. Feel free to mark up the enclosed maps with any pertinent information. Ifyou are aware of any
departmenl reports or other literature that could be used to substantiate the presence ofrainbow smelt
in these water bodies, please provide that information as well. Call if you have any questions.

fr
J. Johnson
Habitat Biologist
Anadromous Waters Catalog Project Biologist

SEIA' PAR'{ELL, GOVER'{OR

333 Rasptf,ry RoN
Arct'or"@, AK 99518-1fi5
PHONE: (907) 267-2337
Fto( (907) 267.2aU

" . . . shall manage, protect, mointai\ improve, ond extend thertsh, Eane and aquatic plqnt
resourcer ofthe state in the intere! of the economy and general well-being of the state"
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