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Date

June 30, 1999

Feb. 23,2006

Richard Russell's Alaska Pacific Lamorev Notes... I 969-Present
(LamD€lra tridentata)

At King Salmon Creek with Dave & Pat Price, and Joe Sheridan. Overcast

damp moming. We resumed floating & fishing at I fi)O hours' Floated until 1900

hours covering about 7 milcs. Along the stream I saw 3 adult Pacific lampreys

(Irmp€tra tridentata) spawning near shore at thc tails of runs today' These are

the first members of this species that I've seen spawning in a Bristol Bay
drainage in my 30 yecs of strexn surveying here. They constructcd rcdds from 2

to 3.5 feet in diameter and about 8-10 inches in depth. I watched a large

furdividual move I tennis-balt sized pebbles from one redd over a 3-minutc time
span. Two of these adult lampreys were 2G26 inclrcs in length while the third
was about 16 inches long. These lampreys were spawning about 15-16 stream
miles upsteam from the Naknek River-King Salmon Crcek confluence. We
camped on a large saDdy strearn terrac€ on the north side ofthe stnearn this
evening.

I drove from King Salmon to Paradise Point this aftemoon where I counled
I ,29 I common mergansers on the Naknek River at I 6 I 0 hours. . .engaged in
courting and diving to f€€d on boreal smelt. I saw 3 surface with smelt in their
bills...which they quickly swallowed. One also surfaccd with a l4-inch lamprey

ammocoete in its bill (probably a Pacific lamprey jwenile). A he,ning gull
quickly took the lamprcy away from the merganscr and it eventually succeeded

in swallowing the larnprey.
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Notcs on llorell Smelt rnigrations. Nslinck Rivcr Drd.inage. 1974-2010. Bv- Richard Russell

Dec. I I, 1974

Dec.20,1974

D*..21,1974

Der,.22,1974

Jan. 18, 1975

lan.25,1975

Apr.30, 1976

Jan.01, 1977

Dec.03, 1977

Apr. 13, 1979

I creel-censused 2 parties of fishermen on the Naknek River at King Salmon

fishing through-the-ice for boreal smelt.
I caught 12 boreal smelt in l-hour of ice-fishing near "FAA Rock" in the

Naknek River at King Salrnon today. I used a tiny silvcr Lujon jig.
I caught 36 boreal smelt in l hour while fishing through the ice of the Naknek
River near *FAA-Rock", King Salmon.
I caught 57 boreal smelt in Naknek River near the Fish & Gamc boat launch

ramp at King Salmon today..,using hook & line...in I hour of fishing.

I caught 99 boreal smelt through the ice in the Naknek River...near the ADF&G
boat ramp at King Salmon...in 2 angler-hours jigging with a silver Lujon spoon.

Three ofus caught 3,10 borcal smeft in 9 angler hours at FAA Rock in the

Nalrpk River at KiDg Silnon today. We were jigging through the ice.

I saw boreal smelt spawning today in King Salmoa Creek-

First boreal smelt angling through the ice in the Naknek River this winter (ar

FAA Rock),.. good catch.
Good boreal smelt fishing through the ice in the Naknek River al King Salmon

today.

This aftemoon Don Bill & I electr,o-shocked Leadcr Creek (n Naknek River
tributary) using a Smith-Root Type-V Backpack electro-shocker unit. We fished
(shocked) for 278 seconds at and below tlre Alaska Peninsula Highway bridge
at King Salmon and caught I Dolly Varden (5-inohes), 8 boreal smelt spawners
(3-4.5 inches), I chinook salmon fingerling, 3 coho fingerlings, 33 sticklebacks
(9-Spinod), & 2 Alaska blacklish.

Feb. I 8, I 984 Air temperature at King Salmon was -9"F at 1000 hours. The Nalnek River ice

depth is l8 inches now at FAA Rock near King Salmon. Marilyn Russell caught

her first borcal smclt in the Naknek River today.. jigging lfuouglr the ice with a

silver Lujon (photo).

Jan. 14, l9E5 lce tishing lbr smclt was good toda)' at several locations along the Naknek Rivcr
roday...at Big Crcclt mou*r, Paul'g Cr€ek kidge, & FAA Rock.

May 05, 1986 There are thorr.gands of boreal sm€lt spawning now in lhe lower 3 miles of King
Salmon Creek.

May 06, 1986 Boreal smelt werc spawning heavily in the lower 2-3 miles of King Salmon



Feb.05, 1989

Feb.08. 1989

May 01, 1990

Apr. 16, l99l

May 06, 1992

May 09, 1992

May I I, 1992

May 12, 1992

May 13, 1992

May 14,1992

Apr. ll, 1993

Apr.24, 1993

Apr.25, 1993
Apr.27 , 1993

Creek...up to at least Russell House. Many glaucous'winged gulls were diving
and feeding on them in a near feeding ftenza $hotos).

Air temperaturc was 15'F at 0800 houn in King Salmon. I spent I hour smelt
fishing Cigging) thrcugh the ice of the Naknek River near FAA Rock at King
Salmon, Caught 51 boreal smelt ranging in length from 4.5-8.5 inches, Sevenl
were pre-spawnen...and two had fish remains in their stomachs. The ice depth in
the Naknek River was about 30 inches.

Jim Faro and I went smelt lishing in the Naknek River neat FAA Rock. W€
caught 60 boreal smelt in 1.5 angler hours. Saw 4 other anglers.

Hrmdreds of glaucous-winged gulls wcre working King Salmon Creek, feeding
on spawning smelt all day.

This moming I drove from King Salmon to Paradise Point fiom where I saw

about 300 gulls (both mew & glaucous-wineed), I I bald eagles, meny conrmon
mergam€rs, & red-breasted mergansers...& I noticed that smelt werc being
heavily fed upon at the mouth of Big Crock by the gulls & eagles.

I saw glaucous-winged gulls feeding on boreal smelt tlnt arc spawning now in
King Salmon Creek below the Alaska Peninsula Highway bridge.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creck" I saw glaucous-winged gulls
continuing to feed on spawning smclt in the creek today.
Thc smelt movcd up King Salmon Cr€ek to the bend above Russcll House this
aftemoon and I saw about 400-500 gulls (both mew & glaucous-winged) diving
and feeding on them this evening. I took a couple photos ofthe fceding frenzy.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 900-1,00i0 gulls (mew &
glaucous-winged) feeding on spawning boreal smelt in King Salmon Creek in
the creek in front of my housc this evening.
From Russcll Housc, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 300 glaucous-winged
gulls still harassing the spavming boreal smelt in the creek.
The boreol smelt spawning in King Salmon Creek has apparer tly slackened-off
as the flocks ofglaucous-winged gulls have dispersed and now only a couple
dozen are patrolling the creek.

From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 4 bald eagles, & 25 glaucous-
winged gulls. The gulls were catching spawning boreal smelt migating up
King Salmon Creek post my home.
Smelt are spawning in the lower mile of King Salmon Crcek today and the
glaucous-winged gulls are feeding, heavily on them.
Smelt are still spawning in the lower 2 miles of King Salmon Creek.
I saw about 300 gulls (mostly glaucous-winged) feeding on smelt in the
lower 3 miles of King Salmon Creek this evening. Smelt are inhabiting the creek

as far upsteam as the next bend above Russell House.



Apr.30, 1993

May 01, 1993

Apr.29, 1994

May 02, 1995

May 03, 1995

Mar.24, 1996

Apr.29,1996

Apr. 30, 1996

May 01, 1996

May 02, 1996
May 03, 1996

May 07, 1996

Apr.28, 1997

From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 2 bald eagles, 2 common
mergarurcrs, about 300 glaucous-winged gulls, about 50 mew gulls, & boreal

smelt. The smelt are still spswning in the lower 3 miles of King Salmon Creek
and the gulls are feeding heavily on schools ofthese fish as they migrate up the
stream.
Fmm Russell House, King Salmon Creeh I saw 420 gulls (mostly glaucous-

winged) feeding on spawning boreal smelt this afternoon.

The boreal smelt have begun to spawn today in King Salmon Creek near Russell
House.

From Russell House, King Salmon Crcek, I saw noted that the boreal smelt
have moved up King Salmon Creek as far as the first bend upstream of Russell
House to spawn...snd gulls were observed feeding on them.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 100 glaucous-winged gulls
feeding on smelt, and I osprcy fishing the creek this evening. The osprey caught
a small fish (smelt ?) and was then harassed by a glaucous-winged gull as it
flew off with the fish.

I drovc tionr King Salmon to Rapids Camp l-rom where I walked up into the
lower end of the Naknek River *Rapids" this afternoon. During the hike I saw a

rjtsd boreal srnell along lhe rivcz.
The boreal smelt began spawning in King Salmon Creek below Russell House
this aftemoon.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 200 glaucous-winged gulls, 5
common m€rgansers, 2 bald eagles, & 3 mew gulls. Smelt continued spawning
in King Salmon Creek right in front of Russell House...and lots of gulb were
diving on thern. Some gulls were still flying the creek until well after dark.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 125 glaucous-winged gulls, & 3
bald eagles. I watched the gulls diving ino King Salmon Creek & bringrng up
bor€al smelt which tlrey quickly swallowed.
Boreal smelt sr€ still spawning in King Salmon Creek.
From Russell house, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 250 glaucous-winged gulls
chasing spawning boreal smelt in the creek this moming.
From Ruseell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 8 common mergansers today.
Boreal smelt spawning appears to be about over as the gull activity has
decreased dramatically in lower 3 miles of King Salmon Creek. I did see the
cornmon mergans€rs get into a school of srnelt ttlough right in front ofRussell
House.

The boreal smelt run entered King Salmon Creek to spawn this moming and this
activity drove the glaucous-winged gulls into a ftantic li:eding frenzy in front of
Russell House (2.5 miles upsbeam from the stream mouth). At times I saw 50G
600 gulls (nearly all Glar.rcous-winged) circling over tlre creek in front of my
living-room windows. I took several photos ofthe feeding activity. I saw several



Apr.29, 1997

Apn24, 1998

Apr.25, 1998

Apr.26, 1998

Apr.29, 1998

gulls catch and quickly swallow the 4-8 inch smelt. There weie 5'6 bald eagles

circulating over the stream also looking for feeding opportunities. Th€ strean
wat€r temperatue at 2100 hours was 44oF. This evening I walked along the

sheam and wstched the smelt migrating npidly upatleam. They were moving in
a nearly continuous band, 3-5 fish wide, near the stream bank. I caught one with
my hands, a ripe fanale, and brought it home to eat. They were flipping at the

surface in the pool at tlre head of the bend right in front of my house, several at a

time.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 3 bald eagles, & about 230
glaucous-winged gulls patrolling the creek. Creek temperature was'l4oF at 1300

hours. Boreal smelt continued migrating up King Salmon Creek past Russell

House...and the glaucous.winged gulls continued exploiting thern for food.

From Russell House, King Salrnon Creek, I saw about 550 glaucous-winged
gulls today. The boreat smelt migrarcd up King Salmon Creek in a big surge

today. The creek water temp€ratur€ at 1430 hours was 42oF. I dipnetted 38

boreal smelt in 30 minutes from the crwk in front of my house this afternoon.
They ranged in fo&length from 169 to 234 mm (mean length was 193 mm).
The sex-ratio was 34 males to 4 females. All the males had a very rougfr leathery
feel to their skin while all the females were smooth and slippery to th€ touch.

The females wer,e the 4 smallesr fish in the sample. All the males were ripe.
Three of the four females were ripe...one was immatur€,
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek I noticed the boreal smelt are sill
migrating up the creek today. King Salmon Creek water temperahr€ was 43oF at

14fi) hours. This aftenoon I donned my Polaroid sunglasses and walked up
King Salmon Creek monitoring the smelt upmigration. Manl thousands of them
were cnroute up the creek. I followed tlrcm &oln my house (lffilcs upsEsatn
from the creek mouth) on up |o the Air Forcc'g wda mouitoriag gFqEc r\ro
berds upctream of Vera Angran's house. I left the creek there as I wasn't
prcpared lbr a long hike upstream today. 'llry rrcle *ill going rystream en-
malrE Et Sst ffuL I saw where river oltcni had eaten two smell lcaving only the

hgarls ur thc shon:. I atc 6csh smclt for dinrrr...some thar I dippetl yestcnlay.

Borcal smelt are still migrating up King Salmon Creek

From Russell Housc, King Salmon Creelq I saw about 400 glaucous-winged
gulls, 2 bald eagles, I comrnon mergansm, & 3 rnew gslls pelrolling tt'e creek
today...p,r,obably seeking spawning smelt. I drovc f'rom King Salmon to Lake
Camp, & Rapids Camp to watch wildlife. From R4idr Camp t agoon I
saw a mixed flock ofabout 450 gulls (glau,:ou*.wingtl & mew) r€ry'actively
working the lower "Rapids" picking on a downstream moving school offish
(most likely boreal smelt).

At King Salmon Creek, Nakneh River tributary. Dave & Pal Price. Joe

Sheridan, & I resumed lloaring & lishing at 1000 hours. Floated until 1900

hor.rs covering about 7 milcs. Along tbe srearn I saw a school ofboreal smelt

June 30, 1999



Apr.25,2000

Apr.26,2000

Apr.28,20O0

May 03, 2000

Mar. 06,2001

Apr. 16,2001

Apr. 17,2001

Apr. 15,2003

Apr 20,2fi)3

May O2,2003

May 04,2003

fiy in a *ach of war€r about l5-t6 stEarE ailGs uFttrEsm fiorl the Nakn€h

River-King Salmon Ctedt omfltsrce. 'l-hey were over a sandy bonom ntar a

debris pile along the stream bunk...tiny little slivers wilh big eyes.

Claucous-winged gulls are still feeding on smelt at the mouth of King Salmon

Cr€ek today.
The boreal smelt have moved up King Salmon Creek to Bill Tolbert's Bend a

half-mile downstream from my house today.

From Rrssell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 250 glarrous'winged gulls

feeding on the boreal smelt when they reached my bend in King Salmon Creek.

I saw a flock of glaucous-winged gulls stitl feeding on smelt at the Alaska

Peninsula Highway bridge over King Salmon Crcek.

I drove frorn King Salmon lo Rapids t'arnp wherc | donned my caulkcd txrots

and hiked acmgs Rapids Canrp l,agoott to thc lorrcr fisbiag{adcr lshtrd TIN

Lagoon is sljlJ ;rbout tP./c hqzen-ovet... bul the ice is thin & ronrr:- fouod
a dead borcal srnelt along the Naknck River shallows.

From Russell Horse, King Salmon Creek, I saw 25 gtaucous-winged gulls...and

I saw lots of glaucous-winged gulls circling over at the King Salmon Creek

highway bridge...signaling that the spring spawning upmigration of boreal smelt

in the creek has begun.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 3fi) glaucous-winged
gulls circling over the creek today...a sure sign tlre smelt are upmigrating.

I drove from King Salmon to Naknek this morning. Enrout€ I noticed a large

flock of glaucous-winged gulls (about 100 birds) circling over Pnrl'e Crcdi just

upstream from where the Alaska Peninsula Highway crosses the creek. The

boreal smelt must have begun to migrate up Paul's Creek...thus attracting the

gulls to feed.
I walked up King Salmon Creek from my house to thc bend above Vcra
Angasan's house whcre I fished for 20 minutes using a srnall silver spinner.

Caught and retained one lGinch prespawn male rainbow tout. It had 4 caddis

larva and 2 partially digested boreal smelt in its stomach. orre of the smelt was

a prc-spawn female-
I walked down to King Salmon Creek in front of my house this aftemoon and

found a dead 7-irrch borcal smelt along the bank. The spawning run has

apparently begun in the sr€am.
This aft€rnoon I saw a flock of about 80 glaucous-winged gulls diving into King
Salmon Creek on the bend just below my home...apperently fetding on an

upmigrating school ofboreal smett. The action moved upsteam s few hundr€d

yards but then terminated after about 45 minutes...so it must have been an

isolated school of smelt rather than a continuous band of migrants'

l.tt. Kilhct sav numscxrs boral smtlt in King Salmon Crtek tt tbc Stluth
Barel Bluffs this morning.

May 03. ?.004



Feb. 07,2005

Apr. 29,2005

May 01,2005

May 10,2006

May I l,2O06

May 12,2006

Apr.26,2OO7

May M,2007

May 05,2007

I hiked 3 miles up King Salmon Creek on the ice ftom Rugsell House this

moming. Near Vera Angasan's Cabin I saw some surface water that had gushed

up thlough a crack in the ice...and in a stretch sbut a foot deep I noticed a lone

3-inch boreal smelt swimming' It had no cover under which to hide so I was

able to observe it at length. lt had apparentty swam up the sEeam beneath the

ice and gotten flushed out on top when the pressure crack ruptured. I was not

previously aware that boreal smelt migrated up the stream this early in the year'

i?rom Russell House, King Salmon Crech I saw about 150 glorcous-winged

gulls patolling over the stream today"'apparently the boreal smelt run has

begrm moving up the creek.
King Salmon Crcek at the South Barrel Bluffs is reportedly firll of boreal smelt

migrating upstream today...per Smoky of Chugach Devclopment Corp. There

werc about 300 glaucous-winged gulls working the area fiom just upsheam of
my house down to one bend above the Alaska Peninsula Highway Bridge

catching smelt nearly all daY.

I saw about 75 glaucous-winged gulls orbiting over the Alaska Peninsula

Highway Bridge over King Sdmon Creek this moming. The boreal smelt

migration up the creek has commenced. Later I saw about 150 gulls circling
over the sfeam in front of Russell House about 2 miles above the steam mouth'

From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 90 glaucous-winged

gulls diving into the stseam in scarch of boreal smelt this aftemoon'

From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 15 glaucous-winged

gulls diving into the sfeam in search of boreal smelt today. Saw about 150 gulls

orbiting ovcr thc stream near the South Barrel Bluffs this moming.

This aftemoon I drovc from King Salmon to Rapids Camp where I counted 502

glaucous-winged gulls along the Naknek River at 1610-1715 hours...smclt must

be gathering 1trcre.

From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw I glaucous-winged gull
patrolling over the creek today. This evaning I drove from King Salmon to
RaFids Camp wherc I saw 1'000 gLa caus'winged gulls along the Naknek fuver
at 200O-2100 hours. They appeared to be t'ecding on small fish schooled at the

base of the Naknek Rivcr Rapid*...pobably boreal smelt spawners'..but also

possibll' emorgent pinl salrnon sac-li)'. Settral times I saw large feeding

frenzies in progress but the birds were too distant for me to identifr the prey

sp€cies. The feeding didn't seem to extend upriver ofthe 'Flats" at the base of
the "Rapids".
This evening I drove ftom King Salmon to Rapids Camp where (counting by

l0's) I saw approximately 1,500 Elsucous-winged gulls along the Naknek River
ar 2000-2100 hours. They were feeding on small fish schcoled at the base ofthe
Naknek River Rapids...probably boreal smelt spawners. I saw large feeding

tenzies in progress scveral times. These didn't seem to extend upriver of the

"Flats" at the base ofthe "Rapids". This factor plus tbe timing of the fish

availability shongly suggests that spawning boreal snelt are the target species.



May 06,2007

May07,2007

May I l,2007

May 12,2O07

May 13,2007

Mar.06,20O8

Pink salmon fi7 would also be available farther upriver ifthey were out in the

numbers to support such feeding activity.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 50 glaucous-wingod gulls

assaulting schools of boreal smelt thst wer€ migrating up the cre€k in front of
my home at 1615 & 1930 hours today. Watched one gull swa.llow a l2-inoh
Dolly Varden that was probably rlso targeting the smelt run. The bird had to

work to get the entire fish ingested but managed to do so over the span. ofabout
2 minutes. This aftemoon I dmve from King Salmon to Rapids Camp where

(counting by lO's) I saw approximately 1,000 glaucous'winged gulls along the

Naknek River at 1450-1600 horus. Again the)'wcre f'ecding on small fish
schooled at thc bast ofthc Natnek River Rapids...probably boreal smelt
spawners. I saw large feeding frenzies in progless stveral times. Again the

feeding didn't seem to extend upriver of the "Flats" at the base ofthe "pupids'.
This factor plus the timing of thc fish availability (they are migrating up King
Salmon Crcct today) sbongly suggests that boreal smelt spawners are the taryet

species.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw about 140 glaucous'winged
gulls attacking schools of boreal smelt that were migra.ting up the creek in front
ofmy home atl aftemoon today. Saw several dive into the stream and emerge

with smelt in their bills...the fish were quickly ingested. This evening I drove
from King Salmon !o Rapids Camp wlrcrc (cotrnting by l0's) I saw mughly
1.480 glaucous-winged gulls along the Naknek River at l9lG22l5 houn' Once

again they were fbeding on small lish (probably boreal smelt spawners) at the

bose of the Naknck River Rad&. On several occasions I saw large feeding
frenzies with multiple gulls diving into thc river to rctrieve smnll fish. Again the

feeding didn't secm to extend uprivcr of thc "Flas" at the basc ofthe "Rapids"'
This factor plus thc timing of thc fish availability (they are still migraring up
King Salmon Creck today) strongly suggests that boreal smelt spawrers arc thc

target spLlcies. John Kluck. a local sport-fishing Suid€, confrmcd the presenc€ of
a huge schml of borcal smeh spawning ar the basc of thc'Rqids" in thc
Nalnek fuvcr today.
Irum Russell House, King Salmon Crcek, I saw about 60 gJaucous'winged gulls

diving for smelt in the crcck in front of my home today.
From Russ€ll House, King Salnron Creek" I cotmted 108 glaucous-winged gulls
patrolling the creek in front of my home today.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek I saw 36 glaucors'winged gulls
patrolling the cre€k in front of my home today.

This moming I drovc to the Naknek River at King Salmon where I spent from
120G.1330 houn fishing througb-the-ice of the rivcr with hook & line to carch

boreal (Rainbow) smelt for the USFWS genaic sanples rcquested by Cheryl
Dion. I caught 100 smelt there opposite "FA"{ Rock". I brought them home,
measured them for Standard Fort lengh in mm, sexed them, detcrmined their
stage of maturity, & collected the dorsal fin off each fish. The fins were then

prcserved in mrall vials of ethanol for shipment to Cheryl in Anchorage.



Mar.07,2008

May 07, 2008

May 09, 2008

May 10,2008

May 05,2009

May 06,2009

Fish lengths in mm werc as follows:
Males-1 63, 172, 17 4, 17 4, 17 5, 17 5, 177, t7 8, 179, 179, 179, 180, I 80, I 80,
rE3, 183, 183, r83, 183, 184, 184, 185, 185, 186, 186 lE7, 187, 189, 190, 190,

190, 190, 190, 191, l9l, 191, l9l, 193, 194, 195, 195, 196, 196, 198, 199,200,
200, 201, 203, 205, 205, 2W, 21 1, 213, 214, 21 5, 216, 216, 21 7...n : 59...mean
length = 184 mm. Some wer€ already developing their rough skin texhre for
mating.
Females-I70, 176, 180, 180, 183, 185, 185, lt5, 186, 188, 188, 190, 190, 192,
193, 193, 194, 195, 195, 196, 196, 198, 199,200,200,200,200,200,20r,202,
202, 202, 2M, 205, 2ll, 212, 212, 220, 225, 228" 243...n = 4l...mean length =
198 mm, All the fernales' skin textues wer€ smooth and slippery.
All these 100 smelt were maturc pre-spawn individuals. Several had leeches

at@hed. Two had large teeth marks on their sides where rhey had been raked by
some predator. GPS Coordinates of the capture location were 58'40'.048N, &
156039'.577W.
This moming I retumed to the Naknek River near "FAA Rock" at King Salmon
wherc I caught and sampled (dorsal fin-clipped) 3 more boreal (Rainbow)
smelt...a 134 mm immatue female, and wo prespawn males at 180, & l8l mm
rcspectively. The Bristol Bay Borough School District hsd a smelting outing in
progr€ss for t}eir Pre-school children and they permitted me to clip the dorsal
fins from 97 of the smelt that they & their chaperones caught. Elders- Marie
Alvarez & Rose Mikkelson were very helpful in supplying many of the fish.
Thus I was able to complete the 200 fish sample thc USFWS requested, I only
measurcd the 3 fish that I caught today. The ice was about 30.inches deep on the
river today. We smelted on the tail of the outgoing ebb tide.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creek, I saw 32 glaucous-winged gulls
peFolling the crcek in front ofmy home at 1345 hours today. It agpears the
borcal smelt nrn into the crrck has commenced.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creeh I saw 53 glaucous-winged gulls
parolling the crcek in front of my home today.
Fmm Russcll House, King Salmon Creek, I saw mew gulls catching and
swallor+iag borrral snrclt fronr tlrc cn;ck in liont ofrny'home trxlay.

At the Alaska Psninsula Highway bridge over King Salmon Creek I saw about
20 glaucous-winged gulls diving for upmigrating srnelt this moming. From
Russell House, King Salmon Crcek, I saw 6 glaucous-winged gulls parolling
the crcek today. Fnm the State tlock at King Salmon I saw glaucous-winged
gulls along the Naknek River at 1300 hours.
From Russell House, King Salmon Creok, I saw about 200 glauoous-winged
gulls patmlling the creek today. From the Fish & Game Dock at King Salmon I
saw more glarrcous-winged gulls along. th€ Nakn€k River u I100 hours.

This aftemoon I drove from King Salmon to Naknck. While crossing the Paul's
Crcrk hridge 1 noticed 5 glaucous-winged gulls patrolling the creek a short
distance upstream. Ttr€ bor€al smelt spawning migntion up Paul's Crerk has
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probebly just begun.
The boreal smelt spawning migration up King Salmon Crcek has begun. I saw

about 35 glaucous-winged gulls foraging on them near Beil Tolbert's home

about 2 sream miles up the creek above its conflucnce with the Naknek River
this moming.
Boreal smelt were observed migrating up King Salmon Creek past my house this
afternoon. I collected 5 pre-spawn males with hook & line to s€nd to ADF&G-
Fairbanks (Marine Mammals Section) for thcir use in establisNng a "Known-
sample" fiom the Naknek River drainagc for use in futur€ analysis of marine
nitrogen in Beluga whale tissue samples. Approximately E0 glaucous-winged
gulls were parrolling the ueek attempting to forage on the upmigrating smelt in
front ofmy home.
Boreal smelt continued their spawning migration past my house on King Salmon
Creek today. I counted 47 glaucous-winged gulls foraging on them in fiont ofmy
house.
Boreal smelt continued their spawning migrarion past my house on King Saknon
Creek today. I counted 18 glaucous-winged gulls still foraging on them in front
of my house,
The boreal smelt migmtion up King Salmon Creek past my house has apparently
endcd for the spring. I only saw 2 glaucous-winged gulls patrolling the crcek
today in search of rhem.



STATE CIF AIASKA
DEPABTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

Divisbn of Sport Fish

SET'V PAA'YELT, GOI/ER'YOR

333 R8$p06lr!, Rosd
Ar'clrc{Ws, AK 99518-165
PHONE: (907) 267-2337
FDC (907) 26?-21U

May 6,2010

To: Richard Russell
P.O. Box 66
King Salmon, AK 9961 3

From: J. Johnson
AWC Project Biologist

Dear Richardl

Thank for your willingness to assist the departnent with revisions to the AWC. Enclosed are three
nomination forms with maps from King Salmon Creek, the Naknek River, and Egegik River. Please
provide as much information as possible regarding your observations of rainbow smelt in these water
bodies. Feel free to mark up the enclosed maps with any pertinent information. Ifyou are aware of any
department reports or other lilerature lhat could b€ used to substanliate the presence of rainbow smelt
in these water bodies, please provide that information as well. Call ifyou have any questions.

fr
J. Johnson
Habitat Biologist
Anadromous Walers Catalog Project Biologist

" . . . shall nanage, proaect, maintsin, improve, ancl extend the /ish, game and aquatic plant
resources ofthe stale in the intercst ofthe economy and general well-being ofthe state"
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