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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

FROM: Steven McCurdy Date: May 17, 1999
Habitat Biologist

Habitat and Restoration Division

Craig

RE: Cataloging. Upper Steelhead Creek

On April 28 and 29, 1999 a field inspection was conducted by myself to
determine the presence of fish in uncataloged tributaries in the upper Steelhead
Creek watershed. All sampling was conducted using an electroshocker. The
stream sampled is a tributary to an uncataloged tributary stream to Steelhead
Creek (#103-60-10290).

The stream sampled enters the uncataloged tributary on the left bank 665 meters
up from its confluence with Steelhead Creek. The average width of this stream is
approximately 4 feet at OHW. This tributary crosses the 20 road 357 meters
upstream from its confluence. The average gradient is 2% for the first 300 meters
then increases to about 5% by the time it reaches the 20 road. There are no
obvious barriers to upstream fish passage downstream of the 20 road. A baffled
culvert (~6-foot diameter) at the 20 road appears to be a barrier to upstream fish
passage. This culvert is approximately 1.5 miles (odometer reading) from the
Control Lake intersection on the 20 road. The stream was not sampled above the
road. Juvenile cutthroat and steelhead were captured below the road. Three
juvenile steelhead were captured up to 140 meters upstream of the confluence.
Four juvenile cutthroat were captured up to 200 meters upstream of the
confluence. Due to its small size steelhead probably only use this stream for over
winter rearing.
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