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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

FROM: Steven McCurdy Date: May 17, 1999
Habitat Biologist

Habitat and Restoration Division

Craig

RE: Cataloging. Upper Steelhead Creek Watershed

On April 28 and 29, 1999 a field inspection was conducted by myself to
determine the presence of fish in uncataloged tributaries in the upper Steelhead
Creek watershed.

All sampling was conducted using an electroshocker. The stream sampled enters
Steelhead Creek from the north in section 19 T71S. R82E. Copper River Meridian.
The stream appears in the Atlas as an unnamed and uncataloged stream that flows
generally due south on the western edge of sections 18 and 19. The 20 road
crosses the stream approximately 1.7 miles west of the Control Lake intersection
and is 1,365 meters upstream (measured with a hip chain) of the confluence with
cataloged stream number103-60-10290.

The stream was inspected downstream (working downstream) of the 20 road.
Within 10 meters of the culvert outlet (on the 20-road crossing) a juvenile
cutthroat was captured. Within 30 meters downstream of the 20 road a juvenile
Dolly Varden was captured. 335 meters downstream (1,030 meters up from
confluence) a juvenile steelhead was captured. Flagging was hung along the
stream where the steelhead was captured to mark at least the minimum distance
upstream that is accessible to anadromous fish. 547 meters downstream (818
meters up from the confluence) a juvenile coho was captured. Once the coho was
captured no more sampling was conducted downstream. A total of 6 juvenile
cutthroat, 2 Dolly Varden, 5 steelhead, and 1 coho were captured and examined.
The coho was over 60 mm in length. The Dolly Varden were approximately 50 and
70 mm in length. The cutthroat ranged between approximately 50 mm and 120
mm. The steelhead ranged between 100 and 160 mm. On April 29, 1999 |
sampled above the road. A total of 8 juvenile Dolly Varden were captured for an
approximate distance of 150 m upstream of the road. Flagging was hung where
the last fish was observed. The gradient of the stream above the road averaged
15% for the first 200 meters, after which it appeared to increase (not measured).
| classified the stream above the road as an HC2. Below the road | classified the
stream as an MM2 for approximately the first 1,000 meters up from the
confluence. The gradient in this section of stream was between 0.5% and 2%.
Gravel and cobble dominate the substrate. The average width at OHW is
approximately 10 to 15 feet. Large wood and associated pools are abundant in
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