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From: Hawkes, Clayton R.
Sent: Wednesday, December 31, 1997 9:07 AM

To: Weiss, Ed

Subject: FW: detail on Jordan Creek 111-50-10500-2002

Second try for this e-mail.

The 1:25,000 quad does a terrible job of showing Jordan Cr. headwaters. Got your fax. The
stream never extends past the northern end of the trailer park. That transcibed version is way off:
It shows fish in a subdivision.

To: Weiss,

Cc: Schwan, Mark W
Subject:  detail on Jordan Creek 111-50-10500-2002
Date: Tuesday, December 30, 1997 10:03AM

JUNK2.DOC

As | stated in the attached memo, Sport Fish's file doesn't provide much detail
in the headwaters area but it is some of the most important rearing habitat in Jordan Creek for
coho. Currently, escapement is down from an average of 250-300 to about 20 because of
habitat decline. We are reviewing a project in this area. It has been disturbed for many years.
Ditches have been constructed for drainage that run directly into Jordan Creek. This part of
Jordan Creek was likely a natural drainage before it was deepened. It has good groundwater
upwelling and juvenile coho like it.

Bethers et al. (1995) doesn't provide capture data on the “west headwater” tributary. | caught 9
coho in a very short set time. On the Juneau B2 NW quad they don't even show a creek in this
area but it is alongside the trailer park.

Questions, give me a call.
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HABITAT AND RESTORATION DIVISION
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ISLAND CENTER BUILDING
P.O. BOX 240020
DOUGLAS, AK 99824-0020
PHONE: (907) 465-4290
FAX: (907) 465-4272

TO: Mark Schwan DATE: December 15, 1997

Sport Fish Division
FROM: Clayton Hawkes
Area Habitat Biologist

SUBJECT: Jordan Creek, Extent of upstream use by rearing coho salmon

On December 12, 1997, five minnow traps were baited with salmon eggs and set in the “difch” at
Thunder Mountain Trailer Park from approximately 8:15 am to 11:00 am. Four out of five traps
captured young-of-the-year coho salmon parr. From upstream to downstream as indicated on the
attached map, the traps captured 1, 4, 0, 3, and 1 coho, respectively, in a short time period.

A review of Bethers et. al. (1995) and your files did not clearly indicate the furthermost upstream
use of coho salmon in Jordan Creek. This information is critical because of proposed development
in the area. Streamside buffers can only be imposed if a stream provides habitat for anadromous
fish. The draft proposal provided by the Thunder Mountain Trailer Park would leave no buffer on
the ditch, next to the existing development. This “ditch” may have been an upwelling area for
Jordan Creek before it was deepened for drainage. Regardless of its use, it carries enough flow and
it extends Jordan Creek. Although it is degraded by trash and sediment, warm upwelling in this
waterway makes it attractive winter rearing habitat.
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