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JUNEAU ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS Technical Report
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Stream Habitat Survey

5.2.12 STREAM#10W

LOCATION*: LAT N 58° 55' 27.9" LONG W 135° 22' 44 .4 JUNEAU Db

ADF&G CATALOG #: 115-31-10450

SPECIES IDENTIFIED ADF&G: Dolly Varden, cutthroat, chum salmon

DESCRIPTION OF OVERALL STREAM:

This stream flows three miles and empties into Snug cove. This stream originates 2,000 feet
in elevation and flows through a wide, moderate gradient U-shaped valley. The average width
is ten feet and the depth increases to three feet in pools upstream. More channels and gravel
bars are observed upstream from the proposed road crossing.

The banks are heavily populated with alder, which forms a low canopy cover over stretches of
the stream making the access difficult. The average canopy cover over the whole stream is
30 percent. Its predominant vegetation consists of: Sitka spruce and alder, willow, cow
parsnip, fireweed, equisetum, lady fern and flowers are the predominant species upstream. No
blockages were observed in the stream section surveyed. See Figure 4.2.12-1

DESCRIPTION OF STREAM AT THE PROPOSED ROAD CROSSING: The gradient is three
percent, the width is ten to 20 feet, the depth is up to one-foot, the water is clear and has a
low velocity. The road crossing lies within the adjacent floodplain. The stream meanders and
flows through braided channels. The substrate is fairly uniform consisting of cobbles and
spawning gravel. Gravel bars are scattered throughout the stream with shrubbery, grasses, and
downed trees. Downed trees and other LWD are also observed in the stream. The two-foot
banks are fairly stable, but gravel sloughing at the toe of the slope is observed. Avens,
grasses, and sedges are predominant on the banks. A quarter mile away western hemlock,
Sitka spruce and alder are predominant. Canopy coverage is ten percent.

FISH OBSERVED: Fish traps were set, but no fish were caught. Coho smolt were observed
rearing in the system and, during the aerial flight surveys, Pink salmon were observed spawning
throughout the stream.

EVALUATION OF HABITAT TYPE: SPAWNING AND REARING:: The rearing potential of this
stream appears to be very good. Numerous pools and bends in the stream provide suitable
rearing habitat. Spawning habitat is also available. Adequate spawning gravel, pools,
coverage, and LWD is available for fish habitat. Both spawning and rearing areas exist within
the areas of the proposed bridge crossing.

WILDLIFE OBSERVED: Black bear and deer prints were observed on the beach. Two Arctic
loons and six harbor seals were seen in the inlet in front of the stream. Two mature bald
eagles were seen in the trees on the beach and fish were jumping in front of the stream mouth.
Sixty harbor seals were spotted on a rock island in the bay near the mouth.
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