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JUNEAU ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS Technical Report
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Stream Habitat Survey

5.2.3 STREAM #3W

LOCATION *: LAT N 58° 44' 43.3 LONG 135° 14' 17.6" JUNEAU C4

DESCRIPTION OF OVERALL STREAM:

This stream is located approximately one and 1/2 miles from the mouth of William Henry Bay.
This stream originates at 2,500 feet and flows down a large steep gradient V-shaped valley.
The stream follows a single straight channel. Along the beach the stream flow is moderate to
slow, and the slope is approximately 6 degrees. The mouth is 15 feet wide. The rivers
continues into the woods, and large boulders with small gravel scattered in between fill up the
stream. Large boulders are eroding out of the sides of the stream banks. The depth of the
river is approximately one foot. The banks are two to three feet g\in height. The water table
seems to be high evidenced by large trees being uprooted and slumping over the top.

Approximately 100 feet upstream from the mouth is a two-foot high log jam forming a partial
blockage. Fish passage is probable. The velocity slows above the log jam, forming pools for
rearing. Spawning gravel is present and undercutting of grasses The vegetated banks have
under cutting, and are fairly stable. Approximately 500 feet upstream from the mouth is a 70-
degree, 100-foot cascading waterfall which forms a total fish blockage. At the bottom of the
falls lie huge trees and rocks that have fallen and now slow the water velocity down as it flows
towards the inlet.

DESCRIPTION OF STREAM AT THE PROPOSED ROAD CROSSING:

The proposed road crossing site is located approximately 75 feet from the mouth of the
stream. The gradient is three percent, the width is 20 feet, the depth is up to one foot, the
water is clear and has a medium velocity. The substrate is composed of boulders and cobbles
that form an irregular bottom. Spawning gravel is observed in the stream along the side of
banks. The banks consist of cobble and are eroding from the toe of the slope. Large woody
debris of down spruce trees lie across and in the stream.

The canopy coverage is about 50 percent, and the predominant vegetation is; Sitka spruce,
mountain hemiock, salmonberry, blueberry, huckleberry, devils club, and goatsbeard are found
on the banks of the stream.

FISH OBSERVED: Pinks were observed spawning intertidal and a'small ways up the stream,
during the aerial flight surveys.

EVALUATION OF HABITAT TYPE: SPAWNING AND REARING: Spawning and rearing is
probable in this stream because of the adequate stream velocity, spawning gravel, pools and
undercut banks.

WILDLIFE OBSERVED: A school of porpoise was observed in front of the stream, along with
bald eagles in the area.

FPE Roen Engineers, Inc. October 6, 1994
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