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JUNEAU ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS Technical Report

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Stream Habitat Survey
5.1.15 STREAM #14E SLATE CREEK
LOCATION: LAT N 58° 47'26" LONG W 135° 01'54.1" JUNEAU D4

(ADF&G) CATALOG #: 115-20-10030

SPECIES IDENTIFIED (ADF&G): Chum Salmon

DESCRIPTION OF OVERALL STREAM:

Slate Creek is located at the north east end of the cove in Berners Bay. The beginning of the
access road to the Jualin Mine is also located in this cove. Earlier studies have been done on
this creek, with relation to the Kengsington and Jualin mines.

The main channel of the stream originates 1,500 feet in elevation, and is contained within a
palustrine floodplain. The creek has many channels. A dry stream bed parallels the main
channels, and has a high probability of flooding during spring run-off. The mouth of the stream
is also made up of multiple channels . The non-compacted substrate is composed of gravel,
adequate for spawning and cobbles, composed of various flat shales. Forty percent of this
substrate at the mouth is covered with intertidal algae. One half mile up from the mouth exists
a waterfall, approximately 30 feet in height.

DESCRIPTION OF STREAM AT THE PROPOSED ROAD CROSSING:

The gradient is two percent, the width is 20 feet, the depth is one foot, the water in clear and
has a low velocity. The bottom strata is U shaped and is composed of the gravel and cobbles.
The banks are stable and are lined with cobbles and vegetation. They range from one to two
feet in height. Undercutting of the banks is observed. The predominant vegetation along the
banks are, Sitka alder and spruce, cow parsnip, and devils club. The canopy coverage ranges
from ten to thirty percent.

FISH OBSERVED:

Fish traps were set. Coho smolt were caught. Adult chum and pink salmon were observed
spawning throughout the stream.

EVALUATION OF HABITAT TYPE: SPAWNING AND REARING: The gravel substrate and low
water velocity provide adequate spawning habitat. Pools formed by LWD and boulders are
present for rearing habitat. Numerous rearing coho were observed at the site of the proposed
bridge crossing, and along the entire stream. A large number of chum and pink salmon were
also observed spawning in the creek and in the area of the bridge crossing.

WILDLIFE OBSERVED: Five harbor seals were spotted approximately one mile from the stream,
at the entrance the cove. Mature bald eagles were observed in the trees of the beach, and
brown bears were observed feeding on the salmon.

FPE Roen Engineers, Inc. October 6, 1994
59



<iNGTOW. DG D3E42
= RLLULST
o BT PR K e

‘\./ /é"[" -

EAN

B L e Pt .

A e e i&am—-an’m“-T
"’\\ 4.
-/Vl

%

1

. '

= i

e !

e

= .
R

—var



