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Salamander Creek contributes to both the commercial and sport fisheries. No subsistence
are known to have been issued for this stream. Two road crossings provide ready access for ang

Skip Creek, ADF&G No. 107-30-10200, supports small natural runs of pink, chum, and coho salmaon,
cutthroat and steelhead trout, and Dolly Varden char. No ADF&G escapement data are available, but
a range of 100 to 300 coho and pink has been estimated.

A partial barrier to upstream migration is located 1.3 miles from saltwater. This falls is suspected to
be a complete barrier to chum and a significant partial barrier to pink salmon. The remaining species
have access to the entire 30,400 feet of the mainstem channel.

Two minor tributaries drain into Skip Creek (Map ). Tributary #1 contains summer trout rearing
habitat in its lower 500 feet. Tributary #2 possesses spawning and rearing habitat in its lower 300
feet. The majority of the spawning habitat is located in the mainstem.

Skip Creek contributes to both the commercial and sport fisheries. No subsistence permits are known
to have been issued for this stream. Three road crossings provide easy streamside access for
anglers.

Potential Enhancements

Salamander Creek. The lower two partial barriers are scheduled for jump-pool blasting in 1992 in
order to provide upstream access for chum salmon. This enhancement is associated with the Middle
Timber Sale located in sub-watershed #1. No bicenhancement is planned due to the presence of
the netpen release facility in Earl West Cove.

Nine log structures have been placed in mainstem Salamander Creek (downstream from the pro-
posed Twin Project Area) as a pilot project to test their ability to scour pool habitat in various channel
types and to retain fish carcasses for nutrient cycling. More in-stream structures might be added in
this section of the stream depending on the success of existing ones.

There is the potential to perform similar fish habitat manipulation in the upper Salamander Creek
watershed within the proposed Twin Project Area. These sites require further examination to verify
feasibility. In addition, some sites exist which could be conducive to testing another type of in-stream
structure enhancement: backwatering small tributaries with low-profile notch dams or weirs to create
coho overwintering habitat. These sites also require further examination.

Skip Creek. Upstream of the barrier is a channel type having a potential to have a high to very high
value for pink salmon and coho and steelhead fry. Pinks are, for the most part, denied access 10 this
reach but there is the potential to reduce the falls to allow passage. A feasibility study would be
required to determine whether this could be done and whether benefits derived would equal or
exceed costs.

The upper-most reach accessible to anadromous species has been impounded by beaver dams in
the recent past, providing outstanding coho overwintering habitat. These dams have fallen into
disrepair, presumably due to the cyclic nature of beaver populations, and the ponds have drained
naturally. Conceptually, this section could be weired at one or more sites, creating artificial ponds.
This section requires field examination to determine feasibility.
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