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At Icy Bay , Dan Bowden met me and we dropped of some of my gear at his trailer. He had
a big chunk of salmon eggs so we grabbed them and headed out to Johnson Cr. We set 7 traps
in the general vicinity below the proposed new bridge site. Water is down and pretty silty. The
last trap was in the water by 1:30 pm. Went back to the truck and videotaped the new location
with Dan narrating what he wants to do. The general plan sounds reasonable. He also had the
T16 permit application in the truck...said that Mike had helped draw it up but he had added
more current info to the maps. We continued to walk the site and then headed upstream. A
group of about 12 Canadian geese flew overhead with one snow goose in the line.

We worked our way upstream, visually looking for fry and side channels that might exist with
clear water and protected from the scouring effects of the mainstem. In many places, there are
deposits 5-8’ deep of gravel, cobble and boulders and the channel is over 200’ wide with
evidence of recent water across all of it. In one place, the water had even come completely out
of that expanse and flooded a side terrace approximately 10’ higher than the existing water level.
Johnson Creek literally thrashes from one side of the channel to the other. Huge pieces of LWD
have trapped and created large bars.

At one place, Dan and I crossed over a large tree bridging the stream. the west end of the trunk
with the rootwad was partially buried in the channel and had trapped about 4’ of material
upstream. The portion we crossed was elevated about 6-8” above the live water channel. In the
branches, rocks the size of grapefruit were jammed between the limbs and the trunk.

Although it looks like the channel narrows to a sharp v-notch when you look upstream from the
bridge, the channel actually narrows only briefly and then widens out again. More than a mile
up the channel, the valley opens up again and the stream has moved back and forth through a
300 * wide floodplain.

Approximately 1/2 mile above the existing bridge, a small clear water channel exists on the east
side. It extends 300-400 feet and was approx. 2-3’ wide. The water depth was shallow and was
6-8" in the deepest pool. Although it appears that this channel may occasionally receive some
higher water flow spilling over from the main creek, there were gravel present that would be
flushed out if the velocity of the overflow was significant. Ibelieve that any salmon would have
to exist in these type of side channels. Also, there were numerous bottom organisms present;
hellgrammites.

While looking along the clear channel, we saw a sizeable fish (meaning it was larger than a fry
we were searching for) dart underneath some basketball sized rocks. We lifted the rocks and
caught a 6-7" long Dolly Varden char. We photographed it and released back into the water.

Continuing upstream, we examined both sides of the mainstem for any clear water side flow that
we could find. Most of them existed on the east side of the mainstem. Many were steeps and
groundwater and were short (100 feet or less in length) and shallow.



Johnston Creek 2

Between 1/2 mile and 3/4 mile upstream there were small orange-ish globs of what appeared to
be emulsified oil oozing from the banks and flowing into the stream. Small sheens on the water
were present for a short distance.

At about 1 1/4 mile upstream, a nice side channel with clear water enters the mainstem on the

east side.

Three Dolly Varden were in one of the upper pools (4" in length). The channel

angled back towards the east. About 50’ further up the east side, another channel comes off of
a side slope v-notch. The water quality is good and there is suitable rearing habitat for about
300’, however, no fry of smolts are seen.

We head back down to the traps. It is now around 5:30 pm, 4 hours since we set them.

#1
#2

#3
4"

#4
#5
#6

#1

500’ downstream from the new bridge site 2 DV (4" long)

425’ downstream O fish

400’ downstream side channel east of main; 2 coho smolts (3" long), 5 DV 2-6", 3-
400’-25” west of #3 0 fish ...move 50° west

300’ ...0 fish

350’ side channel 50’ west of main ...0 fish (move to other side(west) of #7

south edge of new road alignment 1 DV - 4"

We reset the traps and put them back in the water in the same areas except as noted above. A
large black bear was near the back of the truck when we got back to the truck.

5/21/92 - overnight trap results on Johnson Cr.

We headed to Johnson Creek next to retrieve the fish traps:

#1
#2
#3

#4

500’ downstream from the new bridge site; O fish
425’ downstream 0 fish
400’ downstream side channel east of main; 4- 4-5" DV, 1 stickleback...collected

400’-25" 50 west of #3 2- 4-5" DV



Johnston Creek 3
#5 300’ in mainstem ...1 DV - 6"
#6 350’ side channel 50’ west of main ...0 fish other side(west) of #7
#7 south edge of new road alignment 0 fish

Those traps placed more into the mainstream were heavily coated with silt that completely
blocked all of the mesh. There had been a noticeable subsidence in water levels from yesterday.
This was probably due to overnight cooling of the glacier-fed stream at higher elevation and a
reduction in the ice melt.

Phil Mooney
Habitat Biologist
Sitka
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SUBJECT: Anadromous
Waters; Nominations
FROM: Phil Mooney

Habitat Division
Sitka

Enclosed is the nomination/map package for the area from Carson
Creek to Hamilton Creek along the Icy Bay road. You will find a
smaller scale base map and a copy of the ground survey done on
August 16, 1988 enclosed for clarification.

Please note that the primary importance of this particular
documentation concerned the road drainage and bridge structures of
the Icy Bay road in conjunction with the State timber sale. The
use of the milepost markings helps to identify specific structures
as well as their location and presence of anadromous fish.

We have tried to note the upper limits of fish where possible and
on the larger streams these are more easily shown. The smaller
culverts often have limited habitat for rearing fish above them.
For this reason, if there is any question about the upper limits of
fish, please consider the immediate area above the culvert as such.

The general area has three major combinations of streams into large
interconnected ’‘swamps’ below the road. These are 1) from Jetty
Creek west to Claybuff Point, 2) Watson Creek west to Icy Cape, and
3) from Big River northwest to Davis Creek. The streams’ ocean
outlets have ’'moved’ considerable distance, in some cases, than as
shown on the USGS maps. We have not had the time to update these
or to further clarify tributaries. There is little doubt that
these ’‘swamps’ provide considerable rearing habitat and we hope to
be conducting surveys in these areas in the future.

If you have any questions, please give us a call. We have
forwarded a duplicate package to Rick Reed in an effort to get the
nominations out for review as quickly as possible. Thanks for your
help.

cc: Rick Reed
Dave Hardy
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