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Field Survey Report - Fisheries
Three Lakes Study Area
10 Year Independent Sale Program
Thorne Bay Ranger District

By Ron Medel and Russ Stewart

This field survey of the Three Lakes Study Area covers stream main stems and
tributaries in portions of four major watersheds. The largest system,
encompassing most of the study area, is the Thorne River. Tributaries to the
Thorne ocﬁuring within the study area include the North Fork of the Thorne,
Rio Beaver, Rio Roberts, and the Cutthroat Lake - Balls/Control Lake fork of

the Thorne (map 1 & 2).

The second major drainage is the upper section of Logjam Creek, a major
tributary to Sweetwater Lake. The stream flows north through the upper

"peninsula" of the study area (map 1 & 3).

There are two additional small watersheds within the study area boundary. One
is a two-mile headwater section of Hatchery Creek (Sec 13, map 4 ); the other

is a small, upper fork of Steehead Creek (Sec 29, 30, 31; map 5 ¥s

The survey ran from August 1 to September 7, 1984. The field observations
were conducted to identify preliminary fishery resources of the streams within
the study area. WNo site specific stream data were collected for any given
stream reach. What follows here is an overall fishery and/or fish habitat
assessment for the streams as observed during the fie]ﬂ traverse, based on the

objective judgement of the surveyors.
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The small stream flowing into Control Lake, near its southeast corner

S¢ m&);;v provides at least 800 feet of excellent qﬁa]ity 1/2 to 3 inch
dfameter spawning gravels. At the time of survey, virtually every reach of
the 12 to 15 wide stream had been "turned" by spawning sockeye salmon. Ten
(10) late stage adults were observed, but all carcasses had been removed by
bear, of which signs were everywhere (entire areas of streamside devilsclub
and brush had been flattened and defoliated). Approximately 60 Kokanee adults
(7 inches in length) were also observed spawning in the stream. Coho fry

(2 in. length) were abundant at 80 fish per 100 feet of stream.

small tr taries to Control Lake provide very little spawning but
derable additional rearing habitat to this system. The majority of the
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remaining watershed drainage to the north of the 30 Road is of steep gradient

with no fish habitat.

The main Thorne, North Fork, Cutthroat Lake fork, and Balls/Control Lake fork

are all designated by the USFS as potentially temperature sensitive.

Rio Beaver

ADF&G #102-70-10580-2023

At the confluence with the Thorne River (map 7), Rio Beaver receives very
heavy, documented spawning use by pink and coho salmon and steelhead. This

critical reach of Rio Beaver extends upstream for two miles.
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