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State of Alaska
Department of Fish and Game
Sportflsh Dlvlslon

Nomlnatlon Form
Anadromous Waters Catalog

Yakutat A-2Region USGS Quad(s)

Anadromous Waters Catalog Number of Wateruay

East Alsek River

182-20.10100

Name of Waterway

f]aooition Io"ntion fl Correction l-l eactup lnformalion

'ANT: Povlde all supporting documsntalion that this wat€f body ts imporlant tor th€ spawning, rearing or migrahon of anadrornous fish, including
of f,sh €nd lile slsgss ob$€rysd; sampling mothod8, sampling dlr0tion and aroa sampledi copies of field notes; etc. Attach a copy of I map showing
of mouth and obs€rv€d uppet extenl of each spscies, as reell as olher inlofmalron such as: specitic stream reaches observed as spawning or rearing

i locations. typas, and hetqhls of : €lc.

Nomination to add the lower rsach of lhe river and change ths location of th€ rnouth. See attached nanative, photo and map.
Coordinates (Lat,Long): (59.1064,-138.5192)

fl Ad;; ( arpr.r'- g're.A t*r t7z-zo- qlrotr rj
, ^)io-tt-

Name of Observer (plsass print): Kate Kanouse

Signature:

Agency:

Address:

1 46.63. 1 39. 1 53 (Web Nomination) 961s; 09/2312009

ADF&G Habitat AOF&G Habitat

certifies that in my best professional judgment and belief the above information is evidence that this waterbody should be
in or del€ted from the Anadromous Waters Catalog.

Signature of Area Biologist: Date:_ Revision 02y08

of Area Biologist (please print):

[] uscs ttare I Local Name

'FcS*jfir

09-1072

Year: 7a. rtt
Date

/el:o h?.
Date

a adoq,
Date ,EW
Dats

to:

Both .-*
Manager

OBSERVATION INFORMATION
Soecies Date(s) Observed Spawning Rearing Present Anadromous

Juneau. AK 9981 1



Bast Alsek River nontination
Stream No. I 8?-?0-10 100

East Alsek River Mouth Location Change
Stream No. I 82-20-l 0100

BY: Kate Kanousc
Date of Nomination: September 23' 2009

The East Alsek River is a spring-fed watcrbod!'east of Dry Bay and the Alsek Rivcr.'l'hc lower

reach of tlre river is generally refbrred to as thc "estuary area" and is not currently catalogcd as part

of the river mainstenr. The lower reach is prolected fiom the coast by a natural 3-nrile long sedimcnt

berm that separates the river f'rgrn the oce4n. Three other catalogcd streams ( 10500, 10600 and

10300) and several other uncatalpgeel drainages also drain ttt the arca.

By rcgr.rlation at 5 AAC i0.310(2XE). ADF&Ci nramages a sel net conmcrcial tishery in the "F,ast

(Alse[] Rivcr and waters two miles on either side of the river mnuth seaward tbr a distance of 500

yarcls...."' ller 5 Ant' -10.350(5). thc fishcry is closed to waters "upstreant ol'the ADF &G rcgulatory

markers locatecl approxinrately one mile tlownstrcam from the wcsternlnost tip ol'Steve's lsland...."

Irigurc I shows the approxinrate location of the conrmercial flshing arca (CllA) upriver marker and a

sketch of tlic rivcr course in the lower reach. The current listing of East Alsck River in the

anAdronrous watcrs catalog cloes not accurately reflect the mr:uth ol'the river at thc confluence rvith

tlre ocean as 5 AAC 30,3 t0 dcscribcs.

In 2006. National Park Service stalf measurcd salinity in the lower reach on two occasions in

attempt to map salt warer intrusion on a rising tidcr. Additional interpretation of the unpublished data

1199.16 that ialt water content at low tide within the lower reach is low (<1.64 ppt), and that salt

water cloes not inundate the area until several hours after a low tidc. 'l'herefore, the lower reach is

cphemerally influence<J b1' salt water each tide cycle'

Because salt u,ater corltent in the [o'*'er reach is exceptittnally low at low tidc and ephemeral- tlie

lorver reach should be included and mappecl as part of the river mainstenr (lowcr cxtcnt N 59.1064

W 1 :i8.5192). This change rvill also accuratcl,v reflect the second-order class of other streams that

drain to low,er East Alsek River, and document thc rivcr mouth as described in tlre lishery regulation,

I Soiseth. C.R,, C. Murdoch, D. Faber. F.ast AlsekiDoamc Riverr Estuary Salinit,v Profiles and Zooplernkton Sampling

tlesults, National Park Service. unrrublished data. 2009.

Pt"rt,, l'|,r*e. Lr"st Alsek Riier. looking upstreanr (southeast), sediment henn in the background

Scptenrber 23.2009
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East Alsek River nomination
Streanr No. 182-20- l0 100

September 23,2009
Page I of2

I:ast Alsek River Mouth l,ocation Change

Strcam No, 182-20-1 0l 00
tsy: Kate Kanouse

Date o{' Nomination: September 23, 20Aq

Thc East Atsek River is a spring-lbtl waterbody' cast of Dry Bay and the Alsek River. 'l'he lower

reach of the river is generally refbrrecl to as the "estuary area" and is not currently cataloged as part

of the river mainstem. The lower reach is protected from the coast by a natural 3-mile long sediment

berm rhat separatos the river from the ocean. Tlrree other cataloged streams ( 10500, I 0600 and

10300) and several other uncataloged drainages also drail to the area.

By regulation at 5 AAC 30.310(2XE), ADF&G managcs a sct net commercial lishery in the "East

f Atsell River and waters two miles on either side of the river mouth seaward for a distance of 500

yarcls...." Per 5 AnC 30.350(5), the fishery is closed to waters "upstream of the ADF&G regulatory'

markers located approximately one mile downstream frum the westernmost tip of Steve's Island- ' - ."

Itigure I shgws the approximate location of the commercial fishing area (CIFA) upriver marker and a

sketch of the river course in the lower reach. 'I'he current listing of East Alsek River in the

anadromous wat^ers catalog does not accuratcly reflect the mcluth of the river at thc confluence with

the ocean as 5 AAC 30.3 l0 describes.

In 2006, National Park Service staff measured salinity in thc lower reach on two occasions in

attempt to map salt water intrusion on a rising tider, Additional interpretation of the unpublished data

suggesrs that ialt water content at low tide *'ithin the lower reach is low (<1.64 ppt), and that salt

rvater cloes not inundate the area until several hours alter a low tide. 'fhcrcfbre. the lower reach is

ephemerally inl'luenced by salt water cach tide cycle.

Bccause salt water content in the low'er reach is exceptionally' low at low'tide and ephemeral, the

lower reach should be included and mappecl as part of the river mainstem (lower extent N 59. | 064

W 138.5192). 'fhis change will also accurately rellect the second-order class of other streams that

drain to lower East Alsek River. and document the river mouth as described in the fishery regulation.

, ,u: ,ri :::.iir;t ',' 
.tl:''" ;',. 

t'ls:'i,'iiljfi;lt:',

Photo l. Lorver [,ast Alsek

I Soiseth. C.R.. Ct. Murcloch, D. Faber. Hast Alsek/Doame River Estuary Salinity Prolllcs and Zooplankton Sampling

Results. National Park Service, unpublished data. 2009.

River. looking upstream (southeast). sediment benn in the background'



Liast Alstk River nonrination
Streant No. | 82-20-10 l(X)
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Flast Alsck River nornination
Strcam No. l 82-20- l0 100

Scptenrbcr 23.2009
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Fieurc l. Lower tiast Alsek River "estuarJ area", stream course. and corrntercial fishing area (CFA) upriver tnarker'
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