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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

304 LAKE STREET
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAML SRS A, SIRRSES
FAX 807-747-6239
HABITAT AND RESTORATION DIVISION

SITKA AREA OFFICE

MEMORANDUM

T Bill Hanson
FROM Phil Mooney
DATE: September 19, 2001

SUBJECT Halibut Creek tributary — fish capture

Field trip notes: September 7, 2001 — Halibut Creek tributary — tish trapping

In attendance John Hillman, Sealaska Timber Corp : Dennis Gray. Sealaska Timber
Corp, and Phil Mooney, ADF&G

Purpose: It was suggested that we collect fish specimens trom this tributary for possible
laboratory analysis, it the need occurred

General field conditions and observations: Denms Gray dropped John Hillman and
myself near the Halibut Creek estuary by boat  Weather conditions were marginal with
heavy rain, fog, and wind. It had rained most ot the night I borrowed three minnow
traps and egg bait from the Hoonah Ranger District. not anticipating the adverse field
conditions from the previous field day with the FForest Service

The tributary was swollen with rain/runoft and very tannic colored It was virtually
impossible to see the stream bottom. The pool areas we had used before for setting traps
had too much water velocity to hold the trap orientation.  We did finally manage to get a
trap into Station 0+94 at approximately 845 AM. The second trap was set a Station
2+45 at 9:00 AM and the third was set at Station 3+16 at 9°10 AM

I did not take any pictures due to the heavy rain and | did not have a thermometer with
me to record water temperature. The water did teel slightly cooler than our last trip in
August.




Trap | was retrieved at .50 AM (70 minute soak time) and contained | Dolly Varden
char

" g N
pap 2 was retrieved at 9:45 AM (45 minute soak time) and contained 3 steelhea(Q}
coho,Jand | Dolly Varden char
Trap 3 was retrieved at 9:40 AM (30 minute soak time) and contained 2 steelhead, 1
cutthroat, and | Dolly Varden char

Fish captured in the minnow traps were transterred to a one-gallon clear plastic bag for
identification. Six specimens (3 steelhead. | coho, | Dolly Varden. and 1 cutthroat trout)
were kept and the remaining fish were released at the capture sites

Conclusions. While the primary tocus was to collect steelhead specimens for laboratory
examination, the capture of a juvenile coho at Station 2+43 [urther demonstrates
anadromous fish use of this stream

References:
Field ldentitication of Coastal Juvenile Salmonids, | Pollard. W et al. Department of
Fisheries and Oceans and MacMillan Bloedel Lid.. Britsh Columbia, Canada, 1997

cc: Roy Josephson, DNR-DOF ; ' 1

Joel Nudelman, DNR-DOF LLO/ k

John Hillman. Sealaska. Hoonah
Mark Schwan, ADFG, Juncau
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water temperatures were 10 degrees C
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335 AM 10 juv fish

2:55 PM 2 juv fish
11:25 AM 3 juv fish
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1SH. 4 sculpin

.,,_ Unknown

Date Stream Name _mzm location ,ﬁm:«<m< type Time In [Time Out [Results _T.m: Species ch_mm
. ? ‘ | ,. L [
| | * |

121 :mco:_Im__g: Cr-trb1 1 --0+64 minnew trapleggs 956 AM 11:30 AM |7 juv fish f CO, 3DV visual fish sighting
2 --apprx-0+100  |minnow trap/eggs 1005 AM 11:35 AM no fish Tm.mcmx
2 -- same 11:35 AM 12:40 PM.no fish
13 --2+46 minnow trap/eqgas 10:20 AM 11:40 AM |no fish e-snak tish visible around trap
3 --same 11:40 AM 12230 PM 1 uv fish (1 DV (fish visible around trap
4--2+82 minnow trap/eggs 10256 AM 1145 PM 2juvfish 2 CT (1-4"long) fish visible araund trap
5--7+02 minnow trapiec 10 50AM 12.00 noon 2juvhish 2DV (1-3"long) |fish visible near trap
6--8+13 minnow trap/eggs 11.05 AM 1205 PM 1 juvfish 1 CT
: | |
tures were 05 degrees C
Date Stream Name Site location Survey type Time In Time Out Results Fish Species Notes
8/21/2001 Halibut Cr- trib 1 11--20+20 MINNOW 950 AM 355 PM 6 juv lish 11 SH, 5DV 6 hr sozk

2--20+00 now tra 1000 AM 345 PM 14 juv fish 3 5H, 11 DV soak

5 4 hr =05k

5 hr soak

3.75 hr soak

fish visible around trap

"

|35 hr soak

|fish escaped during transfer
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Date |Stream Name  Site location _mc«<m< type I Time In Time Out |[Results  Fish Species Notes
_ ,‘ | | ; : : | |

n__i_.macf_._m_,c:_OT:_U4,_:o*mb uﬂ,zvoézm?mmmm. mbmbi. wmosz_:,._:m:._:_q, Zo3:93@?385?;E_m_o
| ! _ , weather conditions

1 2--2+45 minnow trap/eggs 900 AM 9:45 AMSjuv ish  38H. 1 CO. 1 DV Driving rain, dark, vis

iy poor
!
3--3+16 minnow trap/eggs 9.10 AM 950 AM {4 juv ish  285H 1DV 1CT

|
Stream was rain-swollen and very lannic colored Six fish were colliected as specimens (3 SH, 1 CO, 1 DV. and 1 CT)




Waypoint | Date Lat Long Soak | Species | Description Observer
Time
22:00 | Coho Trap set Jackie Timothy
above barrier
9/7/01 Coho | Phillip Mooney

99 6/11/09 | 58.15297 | -1
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