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SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR
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802 W 3" Slrcet, Dougtas
P.O. BOX I tN24
JUNEAU, AR 9981t-0024
PHONE: (907) 16H105
FAX: (907) 465-4759

DAm: September I l, 2009

suaJrcr: Nelson Creek Crossing
Site Visit 9/4/09

TELEPHoNE No: 465-4182

Background:
on May 22,2009, I received an email from Rich chape (ADF&G sport Fish Haines Area
Management Biologist), reporting vehicles crossing Nelson creek (anadromous stream no: I l5-
34- 10230-201 l) by a Mr. Robert Murphy. Mr. Murphy owns property on the west side of Nelson
creek. I did not find any record of a Fish Habitat permit issued to anyone for fording Nelson
Creek. A few weeks later, I received a message from Alicia wendtandt of the Taiya-lnlet
watershed council that they were working with Mr. Murphy to install a bridge at ihe crossing,
and she asked if ADF&G rvould partner with the council foi the project. I informed her that we
generally do not partner in such a pmject, but that we would assisi in designing the project during
pcrmitting I have not heard from Rich or Alicia since June about this crossins.

0bservations:
on Friday, september 9, 2009, I visired skagway, Alaska for several site inspections. Marj
Harris of the Municipality of Skagway accompanied me during the inspections * *" *"r"'
Iooking prirnarily at Municipality projects. During the course ofour inspections, wc arrived on
the Dyea flats an{ qbsqrved Nelson Slough. While in the area, I looked at the reported crossing
location.

There is a small pedestrian bridge across the creek just upstream ofthe crossing location. The
crossing is visibly rutted (photos I & 2) and I observed adult pink salmon at thi crossing
footprint as well as up and down strearn (photo 3). I did not obse.ue any spawning behavior or
redds. The crossing is located at laritude 59.4973o N, longitude 135.36io.w NAb 83).



I : Nclson Creek Crossing Location Photo 2: Ruts midstream in Nelson Creek

Pink salmon upstream of rutted crossinu

Follorv up actions:
Aller retuming to Juneau, I reviervecl rhe catarog o/'Iltaters [mpot.tant.for spa*nitrg, Rearing, orlvligration ofAnudronrcnts Fis/res (Catarog) to iaeniif,T ttre stream number ana io"nI5, tt.," '
crossing location. The catalog shorvs Nelson Creek as a tributary to the Taiya River flowing
east/'vest, horvever this is not what I observed ousite, rvhich was a strealn florving nortlirsoutl. I
researched the historical nominations for both Nelson creek (sream no: I I 5_-l4i 02i0_201 I ).The nornination for Nelson creek i' l9g5 srrows the creek as a separate system (not a tributary of
l]t: T"iy.u River) and even says in the narrative that "this creek rnea'ders ih.uugh th" flats or the'faiya River, but is a separate system" (attachment r ). I conracted J Johnstr. (.inpac SF) abour
this Catalog discrepancy and he rvill conect the stream location in the cataloi. t rvill also Jnrrt
a nomiuation for this streanr to include pink sallnon presence.



on September I l, 2009, I spoke rvith rrooper Rick Menitt in Haines about the unauthonzed
crossing and I am providi'g hirn additional infbrmation by rvay of this trip report tbr his
investigatron. [ ]vill atrempt to contact the land orvner (Robert Murphy) per Trooper Me*itt's
suggestion and discuss the urrauthorized vehicle crossings with hirn. Any futlier'action ,,vill be
done by or at the request of Trooper lvlerritt.

After spcaking 
"vith 

Trooper Merrin, I fbu'rl a file from 2002 rvith a Notice of violation (NoV)
and a letter t. Mr. Murphy about this crossing (attachment 2). The Nov requirerl him to install a
bridge on r"elson creek for accessing his property and restore the strearnbants by June l, 2003.
Unfofiunately. this is the only historical inlbnnatron we havc regarding the unauthorized crossing
actrvity, and it appears Flabital staffdid not follow-up with Mr. vlurphy fbllou,ing issuance of the
NOV.

Enclosures:
Attachment I : Nornination g5-3 l4
Attachment 2: Notice oflViolation and lctter to R. Murphy 2002

CC Via eniail:
Al Ofi, ADF&C Habitat. Fairbanks
Rich Chapell, ADF&G SF, Haines
Randy Bachrnan. ADF&G CF, Haines
Rick Merritt, DPS, Haines
MaI Harris, Skagway Coasral District Coordinator
Alicia Wendlandt, Taiya Inlet Watershecl Council, Skagway
Carric Bohan, DNR DCOM, Juneau
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Johnson, J D (DFG)

From: OnlineFDDNominations@state.ak.us

Sent: Friday, September 25, 20Og 9:19 AM
To: Johnson, J D (DFG)

Subject: Online Nomination Sumbitted at {ts'2009-09-25 09:18:29'}... Saving Nomination to Database

You hare the follor,ring new ncrninations.

UserII) - 1027

UserNzrme - Sheila Camcron

Thank You for submitting your nomination.
Your Nomination was successfully saved.

This is the nomination number for your submitted nominalion:

09- 10ft5

Plcase write these numbers down or print this page for .vour records.

Ifyou have 
-furthcr 

questions please feel liee to cmail j johnson,lf alaska,gov .'l'hank you for your timc.

9/25t2009

-
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