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Doame River Mouth Location Change
Stream No. 181- 10- 10100

By: Kate Kanouse
Date of Nomination: September 23, 2009

l'he Doame River mouth shifted from the ocean to the lower East Alsek fuver in 1966r, a likely
result lrom the July 10, 1958, 7.9 magnitude earthquake that occurred south of Lituya tsay. The
earthquake caused ground fissures in the Dry Bay area and damage to infrastructure in northem
southeast Alaska, according to TJSGS historioal information. The cunent Catalog listing for the
Doame River does not include this chzrnge in stream course. 'lhe lon'er river currently flows west
and discharges into thc lower reach of the East Alsek River. Photo 1 shows the old river mouth at the
ocean blocked by a natural sediment berm; Figure 1 shows the approximate lower reach stream
course and the approximate confluence with the lower tsast Alsek River; and Figure 2 is recent
imagery showing the lower stream course .

' Smith, J.J., D. Reed, M- Tracy, and J.H. Clark. A Mark-Recapturc Experiment to Estimate the Escapement of Sockeye
Salmon in the East Alsek River, 2005. Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Fishery Data Series No.06-71, Anchorage.

Photo 1. Doame River, looking downstream (southwest).
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I igure l. Estimatcd lorvcr streant course. based on imagerl. shor.rn in Figurc 2.

Figure 2. Recent irnascq, ofthe ofthe DD/ Ba) area and u,ith the currenr (incorrcct) ('alalog nrapping oflou,er Doame
River stleanr course.


