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Field Trip Report
Shelokum Creek

Date prepared: September 4,2009

Prepared by:

'Ianod Sowa' Alaska Deparlment of F-ish and Game (ADF&G) Fishery Biologist.Division of Sport Fish

Location:

shelokum creek is rocatetl at rhe head of Bailey Bay appr.ximately 45 mires north ofKetchjkan in southeasl Alasku tFigurc l). 
) --; -YY'

Field Trip Purpose:

Dctermine tle uppcr extent of anadromous fish r.r,ithin Shelokunt Creek.

Background:

A y"111]"1 gf u,ater (ROW) application, LAS 5881, rvas filed by ADF&G tbr onereach of Shelokum Creek on Ociober 12" i006. fflis fiOW i.vas tiled to reserve waterwithin Shelokum crcek for the pu.pr" orrouintuirlgir.*," flows for fish migration,habitat, and propagation. The reach boundarie, 
"ppil"l 

i".,",he ROW (LAS 5S81)extend from the downstream cncr ofthe.r..t ut -"unlo*". to* water upslream to theourlet of Sherokurn Lakc (Figure 2). Shcrokum c.*t rawc # r01-S0-10730) has beencatalogued by ADI&G for nink and chum salmon-in'tir" anua.o-ous water Cararog(AWC: Stream # t0r-80-10730) rhe^wa ;;;;i;;;;;;;";", rhatpink ancr chum sarmoncan be found from saltwater ro the outlet 
"i 

Sf,.f"tirlt'i"t_.

A public noticc detailing,n. ,^r:,::"n', flo.w_rates. and rhe proposecl ROW was released hyADNR on 08/l g/2009' Alaska power and relephone company provided a comment toADNR on 08/2612009 questioning;ranuatomJus i,rh ur"i r* entire portion o1-the reachfiled under the Row reach due to a large waterfall *a 
"or.ua., observed throughGooglc mapping software.

Date of Field Trip:

09102t2009

Wcather/Site Conditinns:

Partly cloudy and low 60s. Lstimated discharge in creek was 300 ftr/s.

Staff:

-



Biologist)
.Iarrod Sowa (ADF&G

Site Visit:

preventcd.

Scott Walker (ADF&G Commercial Fish Division, Kctchikan Area Management

Sport Fish Division, Fishery Biologist).

we dcparted Ketchikan via a pzrcific Airways float plane at g:30 am and arrived at theShelokum creek watershed at9:00 am. n"io.* t*ainf ut .uit*.ut", *" frew around thew-atershed and took pictures of the crcek from saltw,atJr to ihc outlet of the lrk. iti"il;"

"o*:::"* ql.'i{ *:,ob.,:I"d a group of approximatell. 1,500 pink salmon in
::tj:lT:i. il. mouth of the 

"r*.k 
(pi.rr."'jr. w. *"ri.c up rhc creek from sattwater

il,:j,::1,1::",1i*.llTg Td 
d:"d pink.sarmon in th" i"i;;;i;;;6;il illilJii:J

:il**l|::,1;;; ::l*_., :r:d 1r'i cture a) an J c"^ffi ; . "b,:# ;""il;t #:i'::::::::l,l:::*10,. rcach until un ."o;,;,;;;;';;;;;i;;#.il ;,ilffi*'j
?l??llryj"]:,1000 je:1 downsrrcam of rhe lake outlet at ,?I';ffi;1r;Ai:"#
l"rl"9l]:9, !.L'..,1r1: 

j;,u,,""0.7). No fish *"." our"*"aipst.eam of the banier. Based onthe size and extent ofthe barrir 
e'Jlrvurrt vr Lris u'nr 

'trr' rraseo

rhe hamia.._." :--_^-^^Lr^ . rr. r1 was the prolessional opinion of both biologists thatthe barricr was impassablc ro anadromous fi's*r #;il;;i;fi;;;#ill,#:T":

Approximatcly 13.()00 rive pinks, 3,000 pink carcasses, and one rive chum were observed

ilJi:ffi:it IJJ,T;f"o* 
up ut s'r,.rorun i,r.. r,y p*in" ai.."r= 

"i:,0"0 
prn 

'"

Conclusions:

The AWC needs to be updated k) document that pink salmon were observed upstream tothc identilied banier. pink Salmon urilize sr."r"ir- ii""t fiom sartwater untir an
gaj193.o-us banier approximatell, 1.000 feet aor"n.t."urn of the lake ourlet at N55.97621" W I 31 .63 I 36.. A new nomination will be submitted by Jamod Sowa.

-
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picture 1. Aerial view of Shelokum creek from the mouth to the lake outlet with

landscaDe features labeled.



Picture 2. Pinl< Salmon in saltwatcr near mouth of Shelokum Creek.

Picture 3. Pink Salmon carcasses near mouth.



Picture 4. Looking dormstream towards mouth ol- creek.

Picture 5. Look upstream at anadronrous barrier. The barrier rvas detcrmincd to be the
falls at the ton ofthe nhoto.



Picture 6. Lookine at barrier lalls fiom above creek.
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Picture 7. Looking dow-nstream from anadromous barrier.
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