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Cutthroat Trout Spawning Escapement - Pipeline 4 Outlet Creek

Pre-1999 : scattered observations. Do not know if they have been written down. One year - possibly 96 -
I saw three large adults below McKinley Lake Trail and Lover’s Bridge, but no evidence of redds later.
It was assumed that the falls/cascades 200 yards up from the trail were a barrier to anadromous fish, but
the sighting of a number of large cutthroats upstream in 1999 have made us reconsider that assumption.

5/27/99 Hodges, Cross, Lang Starting at Pipeline 4 and walking downstream. Just below dam there
were 15-18 fish mostly in the 6"-10" range, but one 18" fish observed by Lang. There appeared to be
two spots where some digging may have occurred. Below the bridge there was one good redd, a 6"
fish, and 2-3 smaller ones near a disturbed spot. In the middle section where there is mostly a narrow
channel in the meadow, there was only one 6" fish and no sign of redds. Lower down 2 5"-6" fish. 10"
fish digging, 4 in one area 10,9,5,and 4 inches. 3 4" to 6", 9" fish in tumbly rocky area, 6 fish 50’ be-
low barrier pool - one 9", two 6", three 4-5". 2 fish 13-14" below bridge.
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