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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

Department of
Fish & Game

Division of
Commercial Fisheries
Management & Development

To: Don McKay/Ed Weiss Date: September 8, 1994
Habitat Biologists ALASKA DEPT. of
Anchorage File: FISH & GAME

From: Wes Bucher Ssubject: Scurvy Creek

5 Telephone: 235-8191 L 14 ]994

HABITAT RECION I

Area Management Biologist Stream Survey - ANDIHSKMAHO
Div. of Comm. Fisheries Lower Cook Inlet Division
Management and Development

Homer

As you know there has been keen interest in Scurvy Creek, the small
coastal stream located on the outer Kenai Peninsula, as a potential
PNP salmon hatchery site by Mr. Larry McCubbins. Because there
have been questions about the distribution and abundance of
anadromous species in this drainage, a ground survey of Scurvy
Creek was conducted by Greg Demers and Tom Sigurdsson on August 23.
These two men comprise our regular ground survey crew and have many
years of experience walking streams to enumerate salmon escapement
in Lower Cook Inlet. This memo summarizes the results of their
survey.

Approximately 750 pink salmon were observed in one school along the
beach just offshore of the stream mouth. The intertidal section
contained 300 adult pink salmon and 35 pink salmon carcasses. The
intertidal portion of the stream is relatively short, as the upper
20 yards rises abruptly with a series of small pools (in bedrock)
and includes a short, narrow falls. The falls appeared to be above
tidal influence, and due to the extremely low water conditions at
the time of the survey, were temporarily acting as a barrier to
fish passage. This was deduced by the fact that only eight (8)
adult pink salmon were observed upstream from the falls, all within
the lower half mile of the drainage. No chum salmon were observed
in any portion of the stream.

The stream was surveyed upstream for approximately three miles
until the large (25-30 ft.) barrier falls was encountered. Two
separate schools of adult Dolly Varden were observed in the lower
two miles of the stream, along with numerous Dolly Varden fry and
fingerlings of various sizes which were present up to the falls.

For the record, the streambed itself is composed of a variety of
sizes of gravel, cobble, and occasional bedrock. Much of the
streambed appeared suitable as pink salmon spawning habitat.



The surveyors reported one other notable feature of this drainage -
the absence of many wind blown trees in the stream despite the fact
that clearcut logging had occurred nearby. Streamside buffer zones
appeared to be larger (and much more effective) in this drainage
than in the nearby Windy River drainages.

Attached is an updated form for the Anadromous Waters Catalog as
well as a map reflecting a change (extension) to the Dolly Varden
distribution. If you have any questions, please call.

cc: Estes
Brady
Demers
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Steelhead Trout
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