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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska,,, ... ..

FISH & GAME
TO: Diana Rigg DATE  August 8, 1989 AUGL 0 1989
Environmental Analyst
a G RO REGION |l
TELEPHONE NO: HABITAT DIVISION
THRU: SUBJECT  gterling Highway, MP 157-174

Project No. 56961

Fish Trapping Data

FROM:  gusan Wick
Environmen Analyst
Environmental Section

On August 3, 1989 Dan Golden and I trapped some of the wetlands along the
Sterling Highway from MP 157-174 using standard minnow traps. Trap
locations are marked on the attached maps. Not all of the wetlands
adjacent to the highway were trapped. Wetlands that were either isolated
or dry were not trapped.

Below is the capture data from the seven traps.

Site 1 — Near Alignment B. One minnow trap was placed in a tributary of
the North Fork of the Anchor River at 2:20 p.m. and pulled at 5:30 p.m.
Captured were 14 coho salmon, 2 chinook salmon, and 1 steelhead trout. The
trout was approximately 4.5 inches long. Good flow.

Site 2 - Near Alignment C (off Greiner Avenue past Diane Street and Shannon
Road). A trap was set in a fairly calm stretch of the same tributary as
above at 2:50 p.m. and pulled at 5:45 p.m. Eight coho were captured.

" 8ite 3 - One trap was set at 3:00 p.m. near a perched culvert at
approximately MP 158.4 that flows towards the Anchor River. The trap was
pulled at 5:50 p.m., however, no fish were caught. I suspect the culvert
drains the wetlands that are to the east of the highway and that there is
same type of blockage between the culvert and the Anchor River that
prevents fish use of these wetlands.

Site 4 - The fourth minnow trap was set at 3:10 p.m. and pulled at 5:55
p-m. downstream of a culvert that flows towards the Anchor River. Zero
fish were caught.

-Site 5 - Two Moose Creek. A trap was placed downstream of the highway
culvert at approximately MP 159.9. The creek was observed to have a good
flow. The trap was set for 2 hours and 45 minutes. The trap was fairly
full so the number of coho and chinook was estimated. Caught were 4
steelhead, 1 rainbow trout, 30 — 40 coho, and 10 - 15 chinook.

Site 6 - A trap was placed in a small, fairly stagnant wetlands with an
outlet culvert that allows for flow towards the Anchor River. The trap
soaked for approximately 3 hours. No fish were caught.

~ Site 7 - The last trap was set near the culvert on the Anchor River Road
s (North Fork Road) approximately 500 yards east of the Sterling Highway



intersection. The trap was set at 3:50 p.m. and pulled at 5:15 p.m.
Approximately 30 - 35 coho and 4 steelhead were captured.

Three other areas were investigated for fish, Site A, B, and C (see
attached maps). At Site A fish were observed so no trap was set. At Site
B the wetlands were dry therefore no trap was set. At Site C the area was
walked to follow up on a hunch from ADF&G that there is a creek in the
area. No stream was encountered.

To summarize the findings of this trip, fish were only captured where fish
have access to the Anchor River or its' tributaries.

Attachment: Wetlands Maps

cc: Phil Brna, Habitat Biologist, ADF&G
Dan Golden, Environmental Analyst, ADOT&PF
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