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LEVEL 111 SURVEY
ADF&G #200-20-10110-2095
Unnamed Tributary to Bering Lake

Chris Wageman, Bob Metzger, and Pat Newby
7/18/85

This survey was conducted in preparation for the Environmental Analysis
of the Bering Lake/Katalla Road. Apparently, a channel change has
occured since the topographic maps of the area were made(1950) and the
upper sections of what was Split Creek now drain into this system.

The stream in question is relatively small, cold, and unproductive.

The rearing capacity of this stream is apparently low. We observed
only Dolly Varden and coho salmon rearing in this stream and only 1n
low numbers. Most of the fry we did find were in areas subject to
solar heating(such as side pockets and sloughs).

Although we found adult red salmon in Bering Lake and Dick Creek
(another tributary to Bering Lake), we did not find any in this stream
or off the mouth. Suitable spawning areas are, however, present and
the ADF&G Anadromous Catalogue lists this stream as a producer of red
salmon. The extent of utilization by spawning coho salmon is uncertain
at this point. Although we found rearing coho salmon in the system,
the ADFA&G Anadromous Catalogue does not list this as a producer of this
species. A trip made to this area during late September oOr October
would be of value in that counts could be made of coho salmon spawners,
and of coho, red, and chum salmon(listed in the ADF&G Anadromous
Catalogue as present in some tributaries to Bering Lake) carcasses.

For road building purposes, bank and channel stability appeared to be
sufficient throughout the stream stretches surveyed and radical flow
fluctuations did not appear to occur in this system.

For survey purposes, we divided this stream into three sections. The
first section was a long shallow riffle which became a shallow pool
towards the top. This section contains extensive spawning area;
however, due to shallow, poorly sorted gravels, the gquality is only
fair. Throughout section 2, the stream meandered constantly and
consisted of a series of deep fast pools interconnected by runs and
riffles. The pools in this section appear to be good holding/escape
pools for coho salmon and A.S.A. is relatively high. The gravel,
although larger, was otherwise of similar composition and depth to that
in section 1 and resulted in only fair spawning quality here. Section
3 was shallower, and less sinuous than section 2. The abundance of
spawning area was similar to that of section 2; however, the quality of
gravels here was higher than in the lower sections. Although there
apparently is a considerable section of stream available to anadromous
salmonids above the endpoint of our survey, time constraints did not
allow for us to survey that area.

P Newby, OOO7N

ACE 7784247



LEVEL 111 SURVEY
Unnamed Tributary and Adjacent Unnamed, Unnumbered
Tributary to Bering Lake
ADF&G # 200-20-10100-2085

Joey Bishop and Tom Cappiello
7/18/85

This survey was conducted in preparation for the Environmemtal Analysis
of the Bering Lake/Katalla Road. As with ADF&G stream # 2095, a
channel change has occured in this system since the topographic maps of
the area were made(1950). 1In this case, the upper reaches of ADF&G
stream # 2085 meandered to the south and joined an unnamed, unnumbered
stream(see Figure 2).

As is the case in ADF&G stream # 2095, the rearing capacity of this
system is apparently very low.The temperature here is higher than in
the adjacent stream(10.5 versus 5 degrees centigrade); however, only a
few Dolly Varden and coho salmon fry were seen.

This system is also similar to stream # 2095 in that although potential
spawning habitat is available here, no mature salmon were seen.

A muskeg pond(pond 1 on figure 1) adjacent, but not connected to the
stream was surveyed with rod and reel and two cutthroat trout measuring
approximately 8-10 inches were caught. This muskeg pond is drained
through a complex of intermittent channels. High concentrations of
sticklebacks were observed in most the these channels. This drainage
appears to flow into another pond(pond 2 on figure 1). There is no
significant salmonid habitat from pond 2 to Bering Lake.

T. Cappiello, O019N

ACE T784248-/5



