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On June 30,1984, stream surveys were conducted by helicopter on five locations
in the east Copper River Delta. Locations 1 and 2 were on stream 122, locations

3 on stream 123-3, location 4 on stream 121 and location 5 on stream 120. Figures
1 & 2 show the-locatons. The purpose of the survey was Lo document fish species
residing in these waters and determine spawning and rearing habitat quality,
survey equipment consisted of: minnow net, thermometer, 110 instamatic camera,

rod & reel, and a .375 H & H Magnum rifle for bear protection.

Location 1 is a tortuous meander reach with point bars and undercut banks. The
survey stretch is 95 percenf fast and slow pools and 5 percent riffle. Bottom
substate consists of 25-30 percent small gravel and 70-75 percent fines.
Spawning quality was poor but rearing very good, Coho fry age 1+ were observed
using inundated avulsions, eddie and stream edges. One stickleback was netted
with approximately 25 ccho fry in one net set. Four cutthroat trout 16"-17"
were caught by rod and reel in a pool formed by beaver dam and lodge.

Location 2 is on upstream reach delineated by increased confinement and gradient.
The surveyed stretch is 70 percent fast pool and 30 percent riffle. Bed
composition is 75 percent gravel, 20 percent sand, and 5 percent silt. Spawning
is good, rearing fair due to moderate water and lack of aquatic vegetation. and
cover. A small tributary (see photo) joins the mainstream on this survey. The
tributary is 90 percent riffle and 10 percent fast shallow pool. Bottom
substrate is 95 percent gravel and 5 percent’ sand, Spawning is excellent and
rearign nil.

Location 3 is a muskeg tributary of stream 122, 99 percent of this stream is
pool with beaver dams and lodges throughout its length. Rod and reel was used
to determine the presence of healthy coho fry age 1+ and dolly varden about 5".
Rearing is excellent and there is no spawning. Bottom composition is 85 percent
orgagig,and 15 percent silt and sand.

Lotation 4 (stream 121) is a sinuous. muskeg stream, similar in morphology to
123-3. The stream.is 100 percent pool throughout most its length with beaver
dams and lodges. Rearing is excellent but coho fry were scarce. Spawning .
is nom existnet. Some of the larger dams may impede coho fry miaration.
Bottom substrate is 95 percent organic and 5 percent silt,

Location 5 is on an upper confined stretch of stream 120. Sixty percent of

the stream is fast pools and 40 percent riffle. Bed composition is 50 percent
gravel, 40 percent cobble and 10 percent sand, Spawning is excellent and rearing
fair. Rearing habitat is limited to the slower edges of the stream and around
the branches and roots of trees that has fallen into the stream. Coho fry

age 0+ were using all available rearing niches.. Age 1+ fry were found in a
beaver pond formed in a small trib next to the helicopter landing.

This survey revealed hich spawning and rearing grounds for coho salmon. These
streams and others in vicinity could be majer suppliers of Coho commercially
caught in the Copper River district. Since road construction is proposed in
this area, attention should be drawn to the possible impacts it may have on

the fishery.
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