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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

Department of Fish and Game
Division of Habitat

TO:  Michael Daigneault DATE:  September 15, 2015
Regional Supervisor

Central Region
PHONE NO.: 267-2812

FROM:  Jacob Cunha SUBJECT: Meadow Creek
Habitat Biologist AKSSF Fish Sampling
Central Region

On Thursday August 20, 2015, Josh Brekken (ADF&G) and 1 surveyed Meadow Creek for the
purpose of sampling waters in the Municipality of Anchorage to document the presence of
anadromous fish. We walked the stream to look for migrating and spawning salmon. The data
collected will be used to submit official nominations for inclusion in the Anadromous Waters
Catalog (AWC) and its companion Atlas. Inclusion in the AWC will afford protection to
anadromous fish habitats under Alaska Statute (AS) 16.05.871.

We began the survey at the confluence of Meadow Creek with Eagle River and walked upstream to
Old Eagle River Road. We divided the area into 4 reaches separated by culverts in the stream (see
attached Map). The first reach is from the confluence up to Hidden Haven Drive. The second reach
is from Hidden Haven Drive upstream to the driveway culvert. The third reach is from the driveway

In Reach 1 we observed 51 pink salmon, 6 were actively spawning, and 10 pink salmon carcasses
that appeared to be spawned out. We also saw 6 chum salmon, 2 actively spawning, and 3 chum
salmon carcasses that appeared to be spawned out (see Photo 1). There were numerous pink and
coho salmon carcasses that were filleted and dumped in the creek within this reach (see Photo 2).
We have no way of confirming where these fish originated so they were not counted in this survey.

In Reach 2 we observed 21 pink salmon, 0 were actively spawning, and there were 0 carcasses. In
Reach 3 we observed 14 pink salmon, 4 were actively spawning and there were 2 spawned out pink
salmon carcasses (see Photo 3). In Reach 4 we did not see any salmon.

As a result of this survey, I will nominate chum salmon spawning to be added to Meadow Creek in
the AWC.

cc: A. Ott, ADF&G
J. Brekken, ADF&G
M. Thalhauser, ADF&G
S. Ayers, ADF&G
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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

Department of Fish and Game
Division of Habitat

TO: Michael Daigneault DATE: July 15,2015
Regional Supervisor
Central Region
PHONE NO.: 267-2812

FROM:  Jacob Cunha SUBJECT:  North Fork Little Campbell Creek
Habitat Biologist AKSSF Fish Sampling
Central Region

On Thursday June 25, 2015, Jeanette Alas (ADF&G) and I set minnow traps in Meadow Creek for
the purpose of sampling waters in the Municipality of Anchorage to document the presence of
anadromous fish. The data collected will be used to submit official nominations for inclusion in the
Anadromous Waters Catalog (AWC) and its companion Atlas. Inclusion in the AWC will afford
protection to anadromous fish habitats under Alaska Statute (AS) 16.05.871.

In the spring of 2015 two culverts were replaced on Meadow Creek to increase fish passage. We set
minnow traps baited with cured salmon roe upstream and downstream of each of the culverts and
traps upstream and downstream of Old Eagle River Road. The minnow traps are labeled T1-T6 on
the attached Map. The traps were allowed to fish for 3 hours and the fish captured are described in
the Table below.

T1 T2 T3 T4 T5 T6
Chinook Salmon 3 (64-73) |4 (49-57) 11(48-70)
Coho Salmon 1(79) 3 (76-85)
Dolly Varden 2(130-150+) 13(118-150+)

Table 1: The number of each species caught in each trap followed by the range of fork length
measured in mm.

This is the first time rearing coho and Chinook salmon have been observed in Meadow Creek (see
Photos 1 & 2). The information collected from this survey will be used to nominate Meadow Creek
for coho and Chinook salmon rearing in the AWC.

Ce: A. Ott, ADF&G
M. Thalhauser, ADF&G
S. Ayers, ADF&G
J. Alas, ADF&G
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Photo 2 — Filleted coho salmonin Meadow reek.
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Photo 3: Pink salmon spawning

upstream of culverts replced in Sprin 2015.




Photo 1: Juvenile coho salmon caught upstream of the two new culverts on Meadow Creek (Trap
T3).

Photo 2: Juvenile Chinook salmon caught downstream of culverts on Meadow Creek (trap T6).



add coho & Chinook salmon rearing, chum salm
extend pink salmon present & spawning in 247-5
replace pink salmon present w/spawning in

Ks,Ps

on spawning, &
0-10110-2053,
portion of creek

Ks

3-Kr
3-COr

.




