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MEMORANDUM

TO: Michael Daigneault
Regional Supervisor
Central Region Office

/rX
./t' '

FROM: Jacob Cunha
Habitat Biologist
Cenhal Region

State of Alaska
Department of Fish and Game

Division of Habitat

DATE: September 30,2014

PHONE NO.: 267-2143

SUBJECT: Unnamed Stream AKSSF Fish
Sampling

On Tuesday September 23,20l4,Josh Brekken and I completed sampling of an unnamed. stream
near Portage (AWC Stream Number 247-60-10232) to document the preience of anadromous
fish in the Municipality of Anchorage. The data collected will be *"i to submit official
nominations for inclusion in the Anadromous Waters Catalog tAwcl and its companion Atlas.
Inclusion in the AWC will afford protection to anadromous irsh habitats under Alaska Statute
(AS) 16.05.871.

This stream system was last surveyed on July 23,2014 when it was determined that juvenile
coho salmon are present in areas beyondthe cunent listing in the AWC, This survey was
intended to document the extent of coho habitat. The weaiher was sunny with temperatures in
the mid-fifties and the water level was high.

Unnamed stream (AwC # 247-60-10232) was surveyed above the railroad tracks using minnow
traps baited with cured salmon roe. The area above ihe railroad tracks was a flooded wetland
that opened up into a pond upstream. Mr. Brekken and I launched an inflatable boat in the
southeast comer of the pond and began setting minnow traps at the locations seen on the attached
map (see Fish Sampling Map l). Most of the traps did catch coho salmon including the furthest
upstream trap (see Photo l). Many coho were also observed while paddling u"ror* th, pond.

we then snrveyed a tributary to the unnamed stream (Awc #247-6a-1a232-2007)using a
backpack electrofisher. The July 23 survey found coho salmon above the railroad tracks in thetributary. We used the electrofisher to try to find the upper limit of coho habitat. The fiibutary
quickly gained elevation moving upstrearn, and within 300 feet of the culvert there was a clear
barrier' We did not catch any coho above where they were caught in the previous survey. We
did catch and observe many Dolly Varden up to the 6urri.. (see ehoto 2). We did not sample
above the barrier.

Below the railroad tracks the tributary opened up into a labyrinth of channels and flooded otf-
road vehicle (oRv) trails (see Photo 3 & 4). Mr. Brekken and I walked the channels and trails
observing many juvenile coho along the way and catching them with the electrofisher when we



Unnamed Steam (24740-10232) Trip Report -)_ September 30, 2014

!{ the opportunity (see Photo 5). All the flooded areas of the tibutary, including the flooded
oRV trails had juvenile coho salmon in them (see Fish sampling uap z).

The ORV trails bisect the floodplain of the tributary, crossing over the channels of the tributary
inmultiple locations before crossing the railroad tracks and heading up the hillside towards
cabins. The tail has created a depression in the floodplain which trus nUeO with water and
maybe creating a stranding hazard for fish as water levels fluctuate (see Photo 6).

enc:

A. Ott, ADF&G
D. Bosch, ADF&G
S. Ayers, ADF&G
M. Marie, ADF&G

Fish Survey Maps I & 2
Photos I - 6
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Unnamed Stream (247-60-10232) Trip Report Septcmber 30, 2014

Coho salmon caughiat upstream * tracks.

Photo 2. Dolll'Varden caught.tecirotoning ,r, tt e tribudil



Unnamcd Stream (247-60- 10232) Trip Repon -6- Sentembcr 30. 2014
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Flooded wetland area downstream of the railroad tracks.

Photo 4. Floodcd wetlands and trails downstream of the railroad tracks.
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Unnamed Stream (?47-60- 10232) Trip Repon 1

Photo 5. Coho captured belou, tn*

Fxample of one of thc.-r,1,flooffirtn t.uils.
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Sources: Esri, HERE, Delorme, TomTom, Intermap, increment P
Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, lGN,
Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China
(Hong Kong), swisstopo, Mapmylndia, @ OpenStreetMap
contributors, and the GIS User Community
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