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IMPORTANT: Provide all supporting documentation that this water body is important for the spawning, rearing or migration of anadromous fish, including:
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location of mouth and observed upper extent of each species, as well as other information such as: specific stream reaches ob#";;;;p;;;'li".,i'r""ri."s
habitat; locations, types, and heights of any barriers; etc.

Comments:
See attached May 22,2013 Trip Report.
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TO:

MEMORANDUM

Michael Daigneault
Central Region
Regional Supervisor

t tk
FRoM: Will Frost l,tll

Habitat Biologist

The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is proposing to rehabilitate about 15
miles of the Seward Highway between mile post (MP) 75 *O qO. ih. purpore of this project is
to address safety problems, road deficiencies, and congestion south of Atrclo.age. A southbound
bypass road is proposed to be constructed through wetlands south of the existin! highway near
MP 90. On May 20,2013,I conducted a site visit to waterbodies in the Girdwo-od area near Mp
90. I used baited minnow traps to assess fish presence.

I set four haps in an unnamed pond located south of the Seward Highway and three haps in the
ditch located adjacent to the south embankment of the highway (Figures 1 through 4). The traps
soaked about four hours. The traps captured stickleback. The pond and ditch ar-e connected to a
small stream that flows into Glacier Creek (Stream No. 247-60-10250 (Figure 5)). The stream
flows subsurface in the area of a former runway that existed in this locatiJr prioito the 1964
earthquake. Near the location of the south side of the runway, water was obierved flowing out
9lth" ground (Figure 6). An abandoned culvert may be located under the old nrnway and is
blocking fish passage. Below this location, I observed juvenile fish. I set one minnow trap
below the old nrnway. The trap soaked about 3 hours. The trap captured four juvenile coho
salmon about 90-110 mm fork length and about 75 sticklebactlfigure 7). Th; proposed bypass
road may be located at this site. The stream will be nominated to the Anadromous Waters
catalog. The bypass road will be required to restore fish passage into the pond.

A large concentration of nesting gulls, terns and ducks were observed in the area of the pond.
Nests and eggshell fragments were observed on the ground. The gulls and terns displayed
aggressive behavior while I walked around the pond. The pond is a nesting area for these bird
species.

State of Alaska
Department of Fish and Game

Division of Habitat

DATE: May 22,2013

PHONE NO: 267-2813

SUBJECT: Seward HighwayMp 75-90
May 2013
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Trip Report, Seward Highway Mp 75-90 2013 -3- May 22,2013

Figure 3. Ditch adjacent to the Seward Higliwaffi.* t" *Jt.

Figure 4. Ditch adjacent to the s"*urd@



Trip Report, Seward Highway Mp 75-90 2013 May 22,2013

Mile Post 90
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Figure 6. Water that may b. flo*ing ..
Creek.

--Frgure 7. Juvenile coho salmon and stickleback located below the crrtve.r
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cc: D. Bosch, ADF&G
J. Coltrane, ADF&G
A. Ott, ADF&G
T. Tobish, MOA
H. Sanders, ADOT&PF
P. Janke, ADOT&PF
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