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38094 Salmon Drive
$oldotna, AK 99669

Anadromous Fish Habitat Task Force re:c/o Kenai peninsula Borough Clerk
144 N. Binktey
Soldotna, AK 99669

Dear Anadromous Fish Habitat Task Force Member:

February l?, ?Ol3

Anadromous Streams
Habitat Protection
Ordinance 2A11-lz

twlll be away on a trip and unable to attend the Feb. 21 , ?ol3 meeting inSoldotna, so I request that this letter u" in.orporated into the minutes ofthat meeting and that the issues which I raise'rry ,..eive consideration atthat time or when appropriate.

whife I support reasonable measures to protect the water quafity and habitatintegrity of the entire Kenai River watershed, I believe that the the KenaiPeninsula Borough's reriance on ADF&G's ,,Atras-ano 
cataroge of waterslmportant for spaw_ning, Rearing, or Migration of Anadromous Fish,,(hereinafter "Atras") to incorpJirt" by reference the streams andwaterbodies that will be covered undei ilre proJsions of the Anadromousstreams Habitat Protection ordinance is flawed and inaccurate. The ,,Atlas,,

was originafry created in r g63 as a rist, and expanded into a caiarog withmaps in r gg2, and is by ADF&G'S own admission incomprete and a work inpr€gress. Though it is updated annually, mostiy wittr newlv ao.rmrnt.oadditions, there are effors of both inclusion ani orission that have existedin the "Atlasn for decades.

One specific exampre is the Mackey Lakes area of the sordotna creekeldrainage (t- Kenai River & its foilowing tributaries (c) sordotna creek,stream No. 24430-10010-2039). th.J "Rttar; *rp Kenai c_3 (KENC3)continues to erroneously show East Mackey Lake and Dirk,s Lake and thestream between them as anadromous waterbodies in the soldotna creektributary drainage of the Kenai River, yet no anadromous fish of any specieshave existed in East Mackey Lake for more trran is years. when the road fillcrossing at the outfet of Dirk's Lake was .onrtru.ied illegalfy more than fourdecades ago, it effectively cut Dirk's Lake and oolir or the Mackey Lakes offfrom a natural surfuce water connection to soldotna creek and the KenaiRiver system. During high water runoff events, surface water ftows overthe bfockage, but upstream seasonal ingress oi rn.oromous risr, ,eriihlimpossible.



(2)

Invaslve Northern Pike were illegally introduced at about this same time andthey have infested Dirk's Lake, Eait and west Mackey Lakes ,no union Lake,

fi:H,il,,"":l1":ff:::$;; nffirares 
to Lxtinction, and renderias them

fn spite of repeated notifications over the years, ADF&G has apparently beensatisfied with aflowing the blockage at th; luib, of Dirk,s Lake to continueto exist, for fear that removing ii would increase the risk of Northern pikeheading downstream througn sbruotna creek io tnu Kenai River.

Therefore by what logicat justification (other than the uncorrected errors inthe'fAtras") can the proviiions of KpB Ltrpi"i zr.1g.oz5 be appried toEast Mackey Lake and and Dirk's Lake and yet not arso to we$ Macfey Lake,which is connected by a continugy:ry flowinj riro,n to East Mackeyj{-ake,and probably also Union Lake, which has rrr7.* marsh communication withWest Mackey Lake?

lf the incfusion of East Mackey Lake and Dirk's Lake is under the presumptionthat ADF&G's proposar that t["re 
lakes mighi rorn. day be treated to ridthem of Nbrthern pike and then rehabiritatlo to anadromous habitat,certalnly West Mackey Lake and probably Union Lake should also then beincfud'ed under the protection provisions of KpB chapter zi.ig"gzs. tf not,then it is unfair.and overfy restrictive to i"gurrte the banks of East MackeyLake and Dirk's 

l-?k., whire ignoring_.T..rt r.,li*rv Lake and union Laks basedupon a technical inaccuracy in thJ "Atlas,,. 
- -r

ff the rational is that East Mackey Lake and Dirk's Lake are still important inrelation to water quafity as tributaries to the Kenai River watershed, eventhough they are no ronger "rmportant for spawning, Rearing, or Migration ofAnadromous Fish", tl"agre again, how can west Mackey Lake and unionLake be fogically excluded?

I am certain that this is not the onfy inappropriate inclusion or exclusipn of astream or waterbody under the provisions oi rpe chapter 21.1g.0251) basedupon refiance of the "Atlas" tt th" standard by which'trre uorougn ordinanceis appried' However, I request that KpB chapt& zr.Ig.025 (B) be amendedto specifically exclude East Mackey Lake and Dirk's Lake from inclusion underthe provisions of the Anadromous stream Habitat protection ordinance.



ir-

(s)

Additionally, I would recommend that if the uAtlas,, is to remain the standardfor which streams and waterbodies are incruieo, at"n KpB chapter21'l'8.025 (c) shourd ue amenued to add tt. Ligurge that:

'Further, the date that an anadromous stream or waterbody is deteted orremoved from the "Atlas" by ADF&G due to coirections of past errors orbecause it no longer supports the spawning, rearing, or migration ofanadromous fish, shail be the date it rt tnJ'prouisions of KpB chapter2r'18.025 shart no fonger appryto that strea, o,. waterbody.,

Alternativery, to be,fair and comprehensive, KpB chapter 2"1.rg.o25 wourdneed to be amended'to also incfude wesi M;;6 Late and union L.r,*, alongwlth all other streams and fakes which ,r. triniitaries of the Kenai Riversystem whether they are risted in the "ataii.s-anaororous or not.Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Sincerefy,

Wafter H. Ward
(East Mackey Lake fandowner)

cc:
Mike Navarre, KpB Mayor
KPB Borough Assembi Members
Ga.ry Wiffiams, Kenai River Center Manager
John Czarnezki, Kenai River Center Resource planner
To9"." Begich, ADF&G fisheries iiotogist, SoldotnaJ' Johnson' nor{fj:?iT*:io6girt t"nti*; r.nieer), AnchoraseRobert Ruffner, Executive Direcior, Kenai watershed Forum
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