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Eyak Lake: Middle Arm
Date: 8.27.2OL2

Sample Size: 264

Crew: Jim O'Rourke, Angela Kuntz, Cory Nielson (volunteer), Katie Hayden

Gear: Lowe jetboat with 30hp jet motor
Beach seine (Deep)

Electronic fish measuring board (FMB lV)
Genetic tissue collection materials (clippers, ethanol)
GPS

An aerial survey was flown and a large amount of sockeye were spotted in the middle arm of the Eyak
Lake, for the late run. Since these are some of the earliest and latest fish to return to freshwater in the
Sound, it is integral that these samples are collected. This trip included genetic sampling to obtain a full
Senetic profile of late returning fish in the region for future management applications.

We loaded up equipment into the Lowe skiff later in the morning. The boat was deployed at Sunset
Beach as the weather was deteriorating and the wind was increasing. We cruised up into the middle arm
of the lake. There was a large school in front of Middle Arm Creek and we made one set for 264 sockeye.
We collected genetics on the first 205 fish and otoliths from 10 males and 10 females for the length
frequency analysis. A GPS point of the creek mouth was taken for an AWC nomination, since the AWC
had a different path and mouth for the creek.

Table 1. Total catch and species composition of beach seine sets in the middle arm of Eyak Lake, Alaska
on 8.27.2O72.
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